
 

 

 

 

Sandpoint HVAC Board Meeting 

 

Recording Name: 

Sandpoint Building 8_16_2021 

 

Transcript Prepared By: 

720-287-3710 

1780 S. Bellaire St. 

Suite 400 

Denver, CO 80222 

 

 

DUNS Number: 037801851 

CAGE Code: 6C7D5 

Tax ID #: 27-2983097 

 

 

 



1 

 

OFFICE 720-287-3710 | FAX 303-952-9897 | WEB www.transcriptionoutsourcing.net 

1780 S. Bellaire St., Suite 400, Denver, CO 80222 
 

Hyde: All righty.  We'll go ahead and get started.  I'd like 1 

to start off by saying thank you for attending today's 2 

public hearing session.  We know times are busy and 3 

attending a midday meeting isn't always the easiest, 4 

but we greatly appreciate you being here and taking 5 

the time out of your busy schedules to be with us 6 

today and providing your feedback.   7 

 8 

Just a brief introduction, my name is Michael Hyde.  9 

I'm the HVAC Program Manager for the Division of 10 

Occupational and Professional Licenses.  We have our 11 

Bureau Chief Ms. MiChell Bird, Building Construction 12 

and Real Estate, John Nielsen our Plumbing Program 13 

Manager, and Tim Frost, our Bureau Chief of Regulatory 14 

Affairs.  We have our HVAC Inspector Mike Paschall and 15 

our HVAC -- or I'm sorry -- our Electrical Program 16 

Supervisor Gary Sonnen and our Electrical Program 17 

Manager Warren Wing.  So those are DOPL 18 

representation.   19 

 20 

Um, our new agency is the Division of Occupational and 21 

Professional Licensing and together it is our mission 22 

to create uniformity across all licensing boards to 23 

become more efficient and effective through 24 

streamlining processes in innovative for our current 25 
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license holders focusing on reducing costs and 1 

removing any over-regulatory burdens felt by those 2 

within the industries. 3 

 4 

What are we here today to talk on?  We're here to 5 

discuss Executive Order 2020-01 Zero-Based 6 

Regulations, and we are going to discuss Zero-Based 7 

Regulations as it applies to the Building Codes IDAPA 8 

Rule Chapter, the Energy Codes, and the HVAC IDAPA 9 

Rules Chapter.   10 

 11 

What is ZBR?  ZBR is essentially a rules review 12 

process conducted through public hearings and 13 

negotiated rule making designed to maximize public 14 

participation in order to identify whether or not the 15 

benefits of the current adopted rules are being 16 

realized, the cost, if any, are justified, and whether 17 

or not there are less restrictive alternatives for 18 

accomplishing the current benefits from the adopted 19 

rules.   20 

 21 

So with that, that review -- that rules review process 22 

we have to take a look at the building IDAPA Rules 23 

Chapter and the HVAC IDAPA Rule Chapter to identify 24 

which rules we want to renew or carry over.  Once 25 
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we've identified which rules we want to renew, we'll 1 

perform a retrospective analysis on those said rules.  2 

And that retrospective analysis is essentially asking 3 

three questions: what evidence is there that the rule 4 

solves a problem, what anticipated impact does the 5 

rule have on various stakeholders, and can the rules 6 

be addressed by non-regulatory measures?   7 

 8 

So HVAC we'll get to that.  Let's -- I would like to 9 

start with the Building IDAPA Rule Chapter.  We do 10 

have a building official here from the City of 11 

Sandpoint, our building inspector.  I'm sorry.  His 12 

counterpart couldn't be here today.  And then the HVAC 13 

contractors that are in the room we combined building 14 

discussion with our discussion because you are 15 

directly affected a lot of times by the energy code, 16 

by the building code, and we'd like to hear your 17 

opinion as well.   18 

 19 

With that, I kind of open the floor for discussion on 20 

anything that you're experiencing locally, county, 21 

state on the building codes, the enforcement of those 22 

building codes, anything that you've been seeing, 23 

anything that you've been asked to do that you feel is 24 

over regulatory that you think that we want to take to 25 
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the board to address?  Anything in the energy code? 1 

Tim: The biggest issue we have is different jurisdictions. 2 

Hyde: Oh, different jurisdictions.  And if you could, we are 3 

recording this for minutes.  So if you could, if you 4 

don't mind, we'd appreciate it.  But that's a, that's 5 

a valid point that we can discuss, and this would be 6 

the forum to do it.  Not to call you on the spot, Tim. 7 

Frost: You have to say your name because it's being recorded. 8 

Hyde: If you would please. 9 

(Crosstalk) 10 

Hyde: Well to help guide the conversation along --  11 

Tim: Thanks, Mike. 12 

Hyde: You're welcome.  Currently right now just for our 13 

sense, Tim you brought up different jurisdictions.  14 

City of Sandpoint they have building jurisdiction and 15 

I believe Bonner and Boundary County they don't have a 16 

building inspector, is that correct? 17 

Male 1: As far as I know. 18 

Hyde: As far as I know.  Yeah.  So some of the cities they 19 

may have a building inspector, but a large part of the 20 

northern two counties there is zero building 21 

inspections, zero building permits or enforcement of 22 

the adopted building codes.  And you know, we're here 23 

to get the general consensus from the industry that is 24 

here on whether or not they would like to see building 25 
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codes being enforced and addressed up in this area and 1 

to discuss, you know, what, what that entails.  What 2 

are some big issues that you're seeing in the City of 3 

Sandpoint code enforcement wise?  Any difficulties?  4 

Any challenges? 5 

Cary: It is --  6 

Hyde: Can you -- 7 

Cary: Oh, sorry. 8 

Hyde: Please. 9 

Cary: Sean Cary (ph), City of Sandpoint.  Um, I wasn't 10 

prepared to make any comments.  Um, I would say -- and 11 

I come from a much larger, uh, uh, market.  Um, what I 12 

can say is, um, the quality of work that I see here 13 

is, is equal to or is good or better than anywhere 14 

else I see.  Um, where I see the disconnect between 15 

here and some of the larger, more mature markets maybe 16 

is, is the, the -- City of Sandpoint we're lucky to 17 

get some of you guys pull a permit, right?  No 18 

inspection, no permit.  We never know.   19 

 20 

Um, I am not a big government regulatory guy.  Second 21 

set of eyes was basically free, and I see a lot of 22 

people pass on that opportunity.  And that's really I 23 

mean the single biggest issue.  I don't see -- you 24 

know, as far as rules, you guys deal with that more 25 
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directly, you know, how, how onerous is a rule.  You 1 

guys know that.  Um, but it's getting that second set 2 

of eyes out there is so critical.  Uh, the smallest 3 

jurisdictions I know those, I know those checks aren't 4 

being made.  Excuse me.  Um --  5 

Hyde: If I may, are you --  6 

Cary: Yeah. 7 

Hyde: -- enforcing the energy code currently? 8 

Cary: We do.  We've adapted all the Idaho -- all the rules 9 

as adopted by Idaho within the City of Sandpoint.  Um, 10 

we have some overlap of the state 'cause we're still a 11 

pretty small town, right?  But, um, it should be play 12 

-- like playing here should be the same as playing 13 

somewhere else.   14 

 15 

And I've been a superintendent for years, right, 25 16 

years to that.  I know that 50 miles up the road you 17 

get a different story, right?  That I don't really 18 

have a solution to, right?  I mean that's always been 19 

the way.  I mean I've been at this since the eighties, 20 

right.  Some of you guys probably about the same time, 21 

right.  Um, that's the building part to building 22 

department.  Um, if somebody had a way to standardize 23 

that, the bear minimum you guys want to do, I mean 24 

that's probably a good starting spot in my opinion.   25 
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Hyde: Thank you. 1 

Cary: Yeah.  I'd just start with a permit and get a second 2 

set of eyes on it one time.   3 

Hyde: So discussing the energy code, I -- you know, we get a 4 

lot of questions quite often from HVAC contractors 5 

specifically about mechanical ventilation.  That's a 6 

big topic that we get a lot.  The building code -- the 7 

Building Board as amended, amended the energy code to 8 

state that no matter how tight or leaky your home is 9 

you have to provide mechanical ventilation.  How have 10 

you been experiencing this in the state jurisdiction, 11 

other jurisdictions?  Do you like it?  Would you like 12 

to see it removed?  Do we want to account for those 13 

leakier homes with more air infiltration?  No.  No 14 

comment.  You like the way it's going.   15 

Doug: Nobody wants to go up to that podium. 16 

Hyde: It's not that scary.  But this is the time.  This is 17 

so we can, we can gather information.  We're going to 18 

then take it to the board and assess what type of 19 

changes and rules do we need to make or remove, 20 

anything that's over regulatory that is affecting you, 21 

the HVAC contractor or building contractor.  The 22 

energy code in itself is challenging.  You know, 23 

there's a lot of opinions out there whether or not 24 

it's life safety.  Or is it just for comfort and 25 
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efficiency?  So I know it is, it is tough in this 1 

northern two parts of the -- two counties of the state 2 

where if you do a lot of work in the county, you don't 3 

have any type of enforcement on the energy code, and 4 

it makes it inconsistent for those jurisdictions that 5 

you do.  But if there's not a lot of discussion about 6 

building and energy, I'll just move right into HVAC.  7 

So but I'd like to leave the floor open if there's any 8 

comments. 9 

McArthur: Sure.  Why not? 10 

Hyde:  Thank you, man.  I appreciate it. 11 

McArthur: Why not, Mike? 12 

Hyde: Thank you. 13 

McArthur: I think our biggest issue we have -- do I have to say 14 

who I am?  Oh, Matt McArthur. 15 

Hyde: Thank you. 16 

McArthur: So our biggest issue is is what we're regulated to in 17 

the City of Sandpoint because that is really one of 18 

the only regulated -- city regulated that we have 19 

versus a couple of contract (inaudible - 00:10:48) and 20 

a couple of others is we're set to -- because building 21 

code can come into it because it is inspected that 22 

crosses over with HVAC we're not held to that -- I'm 23 

not even going to say a standard but requirements 24 

because they're mixing in building energy code which 25 
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directly affects HVAC that is not enforced anywhere 1 

else in our area.   2 

 3 

So I mean submittals and Man J's that we already have 4 

to do, but now the city requires res checks.  So it's 5 

more cumbersome to get through because they have taken 6 

part of the, the energy code and the building side of 7 

it and that directly affects us where out in the 8 

county it doesn't affect us because there's nobody 9 

enforcing the energy code side of it other than what 10 

the state and Chapter 15 that we stop at.  They jump 11 

to Chapter 16 and there's a whole new set of rules 12 

that we have to play by.  And it's very cumbersome to 13 

try and figure out whose rules am I playing by because 14 

it's not consistent throughout the state.   15 

Hyde: And a follow-up question to that.  Is that something 16 

you -- what would you like to see? 17 

McArthur: I want to see consistency across the state. 18 

Hyde: Okay. 19 

McArthur: I'd also like to be inspected inside of cities and 20 

have -- be covered by the state so at least it's the 21 

same inspection agency over and over.  And if the 22 

building code has to be enforced, then that building 23 

official needs to work with the HVAC Board and say you 24 

need to change this globally whether they're being 25 
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inspected by a building official or not.  It's, it's 1 

going to go one way or the other.  You can't have two 2 

sets of playbook to play off of every time you go out 3 

to do a job and know which, which jurisdiction you're 4 

in. 5 

Hyde: Thank you.  Thank you.  And to touch on that, when it 6 

comes to Manual S, J and D, is there a consensus that 7 

we feel like that's life safety or is it simply 8 

comfort?  Is that something we want to continue to 9 

move forward with from a regulatory standpoint or is 10 

that something that should be amended?  Any thoughts 11 

on, on that?  Doug, do you like Manual J's, not to 12 

call you out just --  13 

Doug: Not necessarily. 14 

Hyde: Not necessarily.  We've had a few conversations about 15 

that. 16 

Doug: I like them.  It levels the playing field. 17 

Male 2: It does.  It (inaudible - 00:13:04) fine.  18 

Hyde: Yeah. 19 

Male 2: But I'm, I'm with Matt to where I need to see we 20 

should have state inspectors doing the HVAC. 21 

Sean: I agree.   22 

Hyde: I'm sorry.  What was your name? 23 

Sean: I'm Sean. 24 

Hyde: With? 25 
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Sean: (Inaudible - 00:13:21) Service. 1 

Hyde: Okay.  Thank you.   2 

Male 3: You should pass the recorder around and maybe --  3 

Hyde: I, I should.  Maybe they'll talk. 4 

Male 3: That might make it easier. 5 

(Crosstalk) 6 

Hyde: Right.  Yeah. 7 

Male 3: I thought it might be easier for you than having to go 8 

up there. 9 

Wing: I'll carry it around for you. 10 

Hyde: Thank you, Warren.  I appreciate it.  Um, any other 11 

code, mechanical code, energy code, anything you'd 12 

like to see amended, changed, altered, any 13 

jurisdiction? 14 

McConnell:  Jim McConnell, so gotcha.  A lot of the problems are 15 

the architects that design these homes, they don't 16 

know any of you guys' ideas, codes that are coming 17 

about.  So they've designed these homes that you can't 18 

even come close to meeting, you know, your res check 19 

on.  They don't know a minimum U factor for a window 20 

that's going to meet their code.  Um, you know, I 21 

guess that's one of our biggest problems getting back 22 

with a Manual J and everything else and the energy 23 

code. 24 

Hyde: Well that's, that's a good topic for conversation, the 25 
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res check itself.  Is that life safety?  Is that 1 

something we should be regulating?  Is that something 2 

we should be asking? 3 

McConnell:  No. 4 

Hyde: No? 5 

Frost: Say that louder for the mic. 6 

McConnell:  No. 7 

Hyde: Thank you, Tim.  Okay.  Yeah.  That, that directly 8 

from the energy code when it comes to outside of the 9 

pre-scripted path for insulation of residential homes.  10 

John. 11 

Nielsen: John Nielsen, DOPL.  I got a question for the 12 

contractors as far as the energy code goes.  Right now 13 

it's adopted under the Building Board, and it's in 14 

their statutes.  And I've always argued that this 15 

should be regulated by that industry that it affects, 16 

you know, so whatever energy side of it should be 17 

inspected by those inspectors.  Do you guys see -- how 18 

do you feel about that?  Would that be something you'd 19 

like to see or would you rather we'd come out, do it 20 

for mechanical code and then, you know, the building 21 

official come in and make sure the energy code is 22 

being complied with? 23 

Hyde: And that's a good question because the energy code if 24 

you break it out it's building, electrical, 25 
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mechanical, plumbing, almost in that exact order based 1 

on quantity of code stipulations.  So you know, it's 2 

been kicked around a time or two.  John went to the 3 

Building Board and asked, you know, can each 4 

individual board take its portion of the energy code, 5 

amend it, tweak it as necessary for the installations 6 

made by the installers that would repair, replace or 7 

make the installation code compliant? 8 

McConnell:  So are you asking if -- I mean we're kind of held -- 9 

you know, if the general contractor doesn't have his 10 

installation contractor insulating the building to 11 

code we're kind of held liable for that. 12 

Hyde: How do you feel about that? 13 

McConnell:  Well I don't like that.  I mean they should be held 14 

responsible for that.  You know, if they put in a bad 15 

window, you know, we're covered under our Man J.  You 16 

know, easily it's not going to make a difference one 17 

way or the other, but we're still held liable for 18 

that. 19 

Hyde: Right.  See and that's, that's the level of 20 

enforcement because if you're looking at a Manual J 21 

from an HVAC IDAPA Rule, mechanical code, you're 22 

ensuring that the load was calculated as accurate as 23 

possible to how the house was constructed with the 24 

intent being that the equipment serving that home is 25 
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large enough to accommodate the load for your design 1 

conditions.   2 

 3 

Whereas from the energy perspective you're just trying 4 

to meet that minimum insulation value or U factor 5 

rating or solar heat efficient rating if there is one.  6 

And that -- so it's you're being hit from both 7 

directions, and you know, it all boils down to the 8 

question of is this life safety.  Is this over 9 

regulatory burden on both you and the builder?   10 

Male 4: Well I would hate to see what you would get if you 11 

didn't have some rules out there. 12 

Hyde: What rules would you like? 13 

Male 4: I think they're kinda fine.  I just think, you know, 14 

everything needs to be consistently inspected.  Um, 15 

you know, you're following a 2010 code.  The city's 16 

following a 2015 or '16 or whatever it is.  Um, it's 17 

just hard to hit --  18 

Hyde: Consistency. 19 

Male 4: Yeah. 20 

Hyde: Okay.  Well thank you.  I appreciate the comments.  21 

Appreciate the comments.  Energy code is something 22 

that we've, we've planned to resolve to the best of 23 

our ability, so.  Any other comments about building 24 

code or energy code?  I'm going to jump into HVAC. 25 
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 1 

 So when we look at our HVAC IDAPA Rule Chapter it's 2 

broken down into the following sections.  Licensing, 3 

civil penalties, inspector qualifications and 4 

inspections, permits, and code amendments.  Starting 5 

with licensing, I'd like to -- well I'd like to 6 

address a couple topics.  Um, the HVAC apprenticeship 7 

registration requirements, contractor licensing, and 8 

then any mechan- -- specifically mechanical code 9 

amendments.   10 

 11 

Here's a list of every state -- yeah, I know.  It's 12 

kind of small.  I'm sorry.  Um, here's a list of every 13 

state in the nation including the District of Columbia 14 

and what licensing requirements each state has.  As 15 

you can see in this far left column, there's only four 16 

states total that require HVAC apprenticeship 17 

registration requirements and that's just registering 18 

with the state.  That's not going through an 19 

apprenticeship.  It's just you have to be registered 20 

to go through the apprenticeship in that state.  Idaho 21 

is one of them.   22 

 23 

Then we have a list of 13 states here that do not 24 

require an apprenticeship registration.  They do 25 
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require that the applicant goes through some type of 1 

apprenticeship without registration where they accrue 2 

any type of education requirements and their 8,000 3 

hours of on-the-job work experience to obtain a 4 

journeyman and/or a master license.  They use those 5 

interchangeably.   6 

 7 

The third column is 16 states where they only license 8 

the business.  So they would only license you, Matt, 9 

as the contractor, and then all of your employees 10 

would work underneath you.  But you had to obtain on-11 

the-job learning and on-the-job hours of experience 12 

for a set length of time to qualify for that 13 

contractor's exam.   14 

 15 

Then in this fourth column there's a list of I believe 16 

14 states that do not license from a trade perspective 17 

whatsoever.  They license the business.  Doesn't 18 

matter how much experience they have.  They have 19 

enough EO and liability, worker's comp, that's all the 20 

requirements are.   21 

 22 

And then we have a final list of four states where 23 

it's all deferred to the local city and county.  So 24 

you may have to obtain 15 different licenses depending 25 
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on how many jurisdictions you're working in.  So that 1 

gives you a general perspective of where Idaho is on 2 

the map.   3 

 4 

When it comes to HVAC apprentice- -- apprenticeship 5 

registration requirements in order for an Idaho 6 

applicant just starting off getting into the trade 7 

they have to pay $10 and get their apprentice card.  8 

If they do not do that, any of the hours they accrue 9 

working for a contractor supervised by a journeyman 10 

doesn't count at all.  But you go back and look at 11 

that other list of states and we're one of four that 12 

requires apprenticeship registration.  If any of the 13 

applicants come from any of these states here and they 14 

come to Idaho and they submit on-the-job experience, 15 

we'll accept it even though they weren't registered as 16 

an apprentice.   17 

 18 

So we have to ask ourselves how fair are we being to 19 

the Idaho apprentice, the Idaho applicant.  What are -20 

- how do we justify this $10 card that essentially 21 

could if they choose or they forget to renew their 22 

apprentice card every year they're working and we 23 

can't accept those hours.  Even though they're 24 

supervised by a journeyman, employed by a contractor, 25 
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how do we justify that registration?  Where's that 1 

life safety aspect in that $10 registration?  Because 2 

it's just a placeholder.  So we do have to ask 3 

ourselves.  And then in order to renew this 4 

apprenticeship card they either have to submit proof 5 

of a year's completion of school with any 6 

apprenticeship program or eight hours of continuing 7 

education.   8 

 9 

How do you as an employer feel about that?  Should we 10 

continue with apprenticeship registration requirements 11 

in the state?  And again, not the apprenticeship, just 12 

the registration card.  Should that be required?  Any 13 

thoughts? 14 

Male 5: (Inaudible - 00:22:50) collecting 10 bucks. 15 

Hyde: That's a valid question.  That's what we're here to 16 

ask. 17 

Male 6: Say the question again.  I'm sorry. 18 

Male 5: I'm sorry.  The, the -- I asked what the (inaudible - 19 

00:22:59) was doing besides collection 10 bucks and he 20 

said nothing which I believe. 21 

Male 6: I agree with that.  Yeah. 22 

Hyde: Do we need the 10 bucks? 23 

Male 6: Yeah.  I agree that it's -- that means nothing.  I 24 

mean that's, that's a burden on, on the apprentices. 25 
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Frost: I'll make the same point that I made during 1 

electrical.  One thing that it does that I think is, 2 

um, pretty valuable from a projecting workforce needs 3 

standpoint is it does a much better job of letting us 4 

know who's in, you know, who's in the trade, who is 5 

coming up as an apprentice, how many people are out 6 

there when it used to be, um, longer terms it was much 7 

harder to get an accurate sense of, of who's out there 8 

and then to do long term sort of workforce need 9 

projections.   10 

Male 6: Then you could easily do that by sending -- putting 11 

that burden onto the business owner, a questionnaire 12 

every year versus hitting like new guys with a $10 13 

fee. 14 

Male 7: And actually that is a topic that came up -- thank 15 

you, Warren.  This is -- I, I like this version.  Um, 16 

that is the topic that came up in the meeting in 17 

Hailey and they were a couple other contractors that 18 

said -- that proposed shifting that from being the 19 

responsibility of the appren- -- apprentice to go 20 

register to being the responsibility of the contractor 21 

to just put in all of their apprentices. 22 

Male 6: It's a yearly survey.  That's a yearly survey that we 23 

all have to -- you know, at the end of the year it's 24 

whereas I have this many employees.  This one is at a 25 
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level three.  This is a year two.  And it's a yearly 1 

report you just send off and then we all know where 2 

we're at 'cause I can -- I mean that fades on and off.  3 

I mean you're going through employees like toilet 4 

paper right now, and if you want to know about 5 

workforce needs, it's we all need them.  I mean I 6 

don't know why we need to pay $10 to let somebody know 7 

that we don't have enough people in the trade, so. 8 

Hyde: Well you know, the projections to project.  But yeah.  9 

So to go over the journeyman qualifications, if you 10 

are an apprentice and you prove your experience here 11 

in Idaho, you submit 8,000 hours of on-the-job 12 

experience and completion of a board-approved 13 

education program.  That's -- that will qualify you to 14 

sit for the journeyman's test.  Now again, only if 15 

your apprentice card was active during those 8,000 16 

hours can they be accepted.   17 

 18 

Looking at out-of-state qualifications, there's one of 19 

two paths.  The first path is you can come from one of 20 

the list of 13 states -- 16 states that actually 21 

license journeymen.  Okay.  If you show a copy of an 22 

active journeyman license from one of those 16 states, 23 

that's enough to qualify an out-of-state applicant for 24 

the journeyman's exam.  The second path is coming from 25 
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a non-licensing state.  So if you come from one of 1 

those non-licensing states but you obtained some type 2 

of degree or education certification that's equivalent 3 

to our Idaho HVAC board-approved training curriculum 4 

and 8,000 hours we'll approve you to sit for the exam.  5 

Even though you did not hold an apprentice 6 

registration in those states, we -- that's enough to 7 

qualify.  If you don't come from a state or you come 8 

from a state that does not have any type of training 9 

or education program, they have to double the 10 

experience.  So they have to have spent 16,000 hours 11 

or eight years of work experience to sit for the 12 

journeyman's test.   13 

 14 

Now I'm assuming the HVAC contractors in the room came 15 

from Idaho or were more likely grandfathered in.  How 16 

do you feel about these qualifications, in-state 17 

versus out-of-state comparison?  Are we asking too 18 

much from the Idaho apprentices?  Are we making them 19 

jump through more hoops than our out-of-state guys? 20 

Male 8: Yes.  What are the, what are the requirements for the 21 

plumbing apprentices and the electrical apprentices? 22 

Hyde: Plumbing and electrical they have very similar 23 

requirements. 24 

Male 8: So they have to go to school or --  25 
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Hyde: When it comes to in state.  Out of state I'd have to 1 

defer to John and Warren. 2 

Nielsen: The same handsome fellow that got you your HVAC rules 3 

did the plumbing ones too, so we're identical. 4 

Male 8: Okay. 5 

Hyde: That would be me. 6 

Nielsen: Handsome, huh? 7 

Wing: And electrical is almost identical also. 8 

Hyde: Okay. 9 

Male 8: 'Cause it's a burden for our guys to -- you know, the 10 

online courses and those are set up for a service guy 11 

pretty much. 12 

Hyde: Okay. 13 

Male 8: Um, a lot of them once again they're just starting in 14 

the trade.  They're, they're not paid, you know, big 15 

money, so it's a burden for them to drive down to Post 16 

Falls or wherever they have to drive, Rathdrum or 17 

whatever, so. 18 

Hyde: So essentially what you're saying is the, the 19 

education, the curriculum part of it is burden- -- 20 

burdensome to the Idaho apprentices. 21 

Male 8: Yes.  I mean --  22 

Hyde: Okay. 23 

Male 8: -- we're fairly remote.  You have to travel quite a 24 

ways --  25 
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Hyde: Okay. 1 

Male 8: -- on generally a Saturday, um, to go do it.  And I 2 

know the plumbing guys do it and the electrical guys 3 

probably do it but --  4 

Hyde: So would you like to see some type of qualifications 5 

similar to the out-of-state 16,000 hours in lieu of 6 

the four-year school? 7 

Male 8: I think that's what most of our guys would prefer --  8 

Hyde: Okay. 9 

Male 8: -- or to take a -- you know, I think there was some 10 

challenge tests that they could do, a placement test. 11 

Hyde:  Depending on the school. 12 

Male 8: You know, 'cause every, every guy's different.  Some 13 

of them are never going to make that. 14 

Hyde: Right. 15 

Male 8: I mean they'd probably take the test 10 times and 16 

still would pa- -- or fail it every time.  Or I got a 17 

second year guy that's probably a journeyman right 18 

now.  I mean he's just that smart and that into it. 19 

Hyde: Okay.  So --  20 

Nielsen: (Inaudible - 00:28:52).  So would you like to see -- 21 

you know, 'cause sometimes we get carried away well 22 

it's got to be this or this, would you like to see it 23 

just kind of blended?  You know, you could finish it 24 

up in four years if you do school and OJT or, you 25 
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know, you work eight years and take the exam?  Would 1 

you like to see a combination of everything sort of? 2 

Male 8: Kinda.  You know, and I kind of like the plumbing, you 3 

know, um.  It was the first I ever saw it.  Um, you 4 

guys -- the plu- -- the guy testing to be a journeyman 5 

had to do the house himself.  Kind of thought that --  6 

Hyde:  The practical. 7 

Male 8: -- was inter- -- interesting, you know. 8 

Hyde: Yeah, the practical. 9 

Male 8: Yeah.  You know, maybe some practical. 10 

Hyde: Okay. 11 

Male 8: All right prove that you're -- okay.  Then --  12 

Hyde: Okay. 13 

Tim: Or a venue to challenge, you know.  Certainly get four 14 

years' experience of on-the-job hours and maybe they 15 

didn't even go to a school one but if at year four 16 

they're able to at least do a placement or a challenge 17 

test and see if they can pass it without having to do 18 

a formal, you know, in-person education bookwork stuff 19 

'cause as you're teaching apprentices you're breaking 20 

and getting into the codebook with them.  You're 21 

showing them how to size gas pipe.  You know, you're 22 

walking them through all these codes that they have to 23 

follow anyways.  So if there was a way for them to 24 

challenge out, and if they can't, then it's I'm sorry 25 
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we need so many hours of education for you to get 1 

this, this test passed, so. 2 

Hyde: Okay.  Thank you. 3 

Tim: Viable option. 4 

Hyde: I appreciate you --  5 

Wing: Do you want to do it?  Do you want to walk around? 6 

Hyde: We'll just make everybody -- you got to come stand up 7 

at the podium please, please. 8 

Male 8: Okay. 9 

Hyde: Okay.  Any other, any other discussion about 10 

journeyman exam qualifications, apprenticeship 11 

registration, apprenticeship schooling?  Second topic 12 

I'd like to discuss -- don't throw any chairs please -13 

- contractor exam qualifications.  Currently right now 14 

in order to qualify for the contractor's exam, the 15 

HVAC contractor's exam, you have to show that you've 16 

held your journeyman's card for a period of two years.  17 

Doesn't have to be active right now.  It just means 18 

you've had to hold your Idaho journeyman's card for a 19 

period of two years.  That's enough to qualify you for 20 

the contractor's exam.   21 

 22 

Out-of-state qualifications, you have to jump through 23 

the hoops and get your journeyman's card first right 24 

out of the gate.  Once you have an active journeyman's 25 
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card, then depending on what state you came from -- 1 

and again, HVAC is not consistent throughout the 2 

states -- if you did hold a journeyman's card from 3 

another state that was equivalent to our journeyman's 4 

license and you've held that license for two years, 5 

that's enough to qualify you for the contractor's 6 

test.   7 

 8 

If you come from a non-licensing state, you then have 9 

to show an additional four years of HVAC experience at 10 

the journeyman level in addition to all the exam 11 

qualifications for out-of-state applicants in addition 12 

to the journeyman requirements.  So a total of 12 13 

years of experience rather than eight.   14 

 15 

And then when we issue that card we issue that card to 16 

you, Doug, or you, Matt, the individual.  You then 17 

represent your business.  We've had a lot of inquiries 18 

in the past where, you know, it's a small mom and pop 19 

shop and the, the license holder passes away.  The 20 

wife's left emptyhanded.  She can't, she can't pull 21 

any permits.  She can't run her business because the 22 

contractor who held the license is now deceased.  And 23 

through policy we've worked with them to transition to 24 

get them a license, but because we don't license the 25 
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business, a lot of these businesses had to close.   1 

 2 

So we felt like through these inquiries we're not 3 

doing our industry and our businesses without our 4 

industry any justice and protection so that way if 5 

something happens to you Highmark (ph) can continue 6 

on.  There is a pathway.  They would just have to 7 

identify somebody within the business that's held 8 

their journeyman's card for two years, but it would be 9 

a whole new license, whole new license number and you 10 

would represent Highmark.   11 

 12 

But there are other alternatives.  Electrical 13 

currently licenses the business and then that business 14 

has a qualified master electrician.  In our industry 15 

it would be somebody that's held an HVAC journeyman 16 

license for a period of two years, and they would 17 

represent that company.  Here's the thought and we 18 

leave it open for discussion in how you feel.   19 

 20 

If no comment, we can, we can continue.  If you like 21 

it the way it is, we can leave it the way it is.  It's 22 

just open for discussion.   23 

Male 8: My question would be posed is there a way to say it's 24 

a mom and pop shop, husband passes away, she's got -- 25 
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she's left doing it.  She has a -- he was the 1 

journeyman.  She's just done.  You shut her off right 2 

immediately 'cause he's now deceased once you find out 3 

he's dead because you do it online.  Nobody knows he's 4 

dead. 5 

Hyde: I mean that has occurred.   6 

Male 8: So I mean --  7 

Hyde: That has happened. 8 

Male 8: -- is there a way to put a provision in there that she 9 

has six months or a year that the license stays valid.  10 

My license holder died, divorced, moved away, quit the 11 

business, whatever --  12 

Hyde: Yeah. 13 

Male 8: -- you now have one year to find a qualifying person.  14 

They are expected to pass a test, but you can continue 15 

to do business for X number of months, X number of 16 

days. 17 

Hyde: So through internal policy we have developed on a 18 

case-by-case basis to help these businesses along 19 

through this transition.  We've never capped it at a 20 

certain number of days.  But we don't have the IDAPA 21 

Rules or statutory support to do that right now, so 22 

we're trying to look at alternative pathways to 23 

account for these situations.  And the deceased isn't 24 

the only -- you know, sometimes the contractor leaves, 25 
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you know, bigger businesses, bigger companies the 1 

contractor walks out the door and the company is left 2 

with all these open permits, and they don't, they 3 

don't have any journeymen on staff that's held their 4 

journeyman card for two years.  They got to search.  5 

But they got, they got to finish up these jobs.  They 6 

got to get paid.  So we're trying to identify --  7 

Tim: It should be to the business. 8 

Hyde: Business. 9 

Tim: At least, you know, a journeyman. 10 

Hyde: Right, right.  Most certainly. 11 

Tim: We don't have a master but --  12 

Hyde: No. 13 

Tim: -- you would think the business should be licensed 14 

with a qualifying journeyman. 15 

Hyde: Yeah. 16 

Tim: And if you don't have a qualifying journeyman, you 17 

know, that was the husband that passed away, then you 18 

have a year to, to find another journeyman. 19 

Hyde: Right. 20 

Tim: And at least finish up your work. 21 

Hyde: All good, all good discussion.  All good feedback. 22 

Male 9: So an individual already proved competency in taking 23 

that test, so just because that business closes 24 

doesn't mean that that individual -- I mean if they're 25 
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dead, they're dead.  But let's say --  1 

Hyde: Right. 2 

Male 9: -- that somebody closes that business to do something 3 

else and wants to come back --  4 

Hyde: Uh-huh. 5 

Male 9: -- they've already proved competency to be a 6 

contractor but now they have to go through all the 7 

processes again to be a contractor.  So I, I take the 8 

opposite view of that.  It should go with the 9 

individual. 10 

Hyde: Go with the individual.  Okay.  That's good feedback.  11 

It's been working.  We just want to pose the question 12 

on what's going to work best for industry. 13 

Wing: Because electrical doesn't (inaudible - 00:36:22) 14 

contractor because I got to -- I put my license in 15 

hiatus but now I've got to go through all the hoops to 16 

get my contractor's license back, so. 17 

Nielsen: Well that is not fair. 18 

Wing: But I proved competency already --  19 

Nielsen: Yeah. 20 

Wing: -- that I could be a contractor.   21 

(Crosstalk) 22 

Wing: They said I was competent. 23 

Hyde: No, I appreciate, appreciate the comments.  Into code 24 

amendments, mechanical code amendment specifically.  25 
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Um, currently right now the Idaho HVAC Board has 1 

adopted three codebooks: the 2018 International 2 

Mechanical Code, 2018 International Fuel Gas Code, and 3 

Parts 5 and 6 of the 2018 IRC.  Those three books that 4 

your jobs are inspected to depending on commercial or 5 

residential.  Are you aware of any codes that you're 6 

being asked of that you would like to see amended 7 

because they're not life safety or they're too 8 

restrictive, something that us as inspectors or -- 9 

should not have our hand in?  Anything you can think 10 

of? 11 

Male 11: They're in there. 12 

Hyde: I get a lot of phone calls --  13 

Tim: Well yeah.  We fail a project because --  14 

Hyde: Tim? 15 

Tim: No.   16 

(Crosstalk) 17 

Hyde: No.  We appreciate the conversation.  This is what we 18 

need to hear. 19 

Tim: Um --  20 

Hyde: What would you like to say, Tim?  I'm really -- I'm 21 

interested. 22 

Tim: Well it's just you never -- you don't know about any 23 

new codes that you guys are inspecting until we fail.  24 

And then it's like oh yeah.  Well yes it's the latest, 25 
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greatest.  Okay.  Well this is the first we've heard 1 

about it. 2 

Hyde: Okay. 3 

Male 10: Yeah.  We used to get newsletters. 4 

Hyde: Newsletter.  So communication. 5 

Male 10: Yeah. 6 

Hyde: We can work on that. 7 

Male 10: Tell us what you do and, you know, what they're going 8 

to do and (inaudible - 00:38:38). 9 

Hyde: We can work on that.  Thank you.  Anything in there 10 

that's not life safety?  This is when -- this is what 11 

we want to tackle. 12 

Male 10: (Inaudible - 00:38:53). 13 

Male 11: Not life safety.  Not really sure a bath fan being 14 

three feet away from a window really matters if you 15 

know if Doug had chili last night or not.  If they're 16 

researching the house, they're researching the house. 17 

Hyde: Okay.   18 

Male 11: Condensate safeties in the crawlspace.  No damage can 19 

stru- -- happen to the structure if a condensate 20 

overflows in a crawlspace.  Gentlemen, help me out 21 

here. 22 

(Crosstalk) 23 

Male 11: Dryer box.  Not sure how a -- yeah -- two by four wall 24 

can deflect a piece of dryer vent enough to justify 25 
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the enforcement of that code.  All right.  I got my 1 

three off.   2 

Hyde: Yeah.  We're just writing notes.  Manual J's?  Man 3 

J's, Man J's, Man J's? 4 

Tim: I think it's great. 5 

Hyde: Should, should we as a regulatory authority have a, 6 

you know, to enforce your job's for sizing, system 7 

installation?  Yes.  Okay.  I won't touch that. 8 

Tim: Do you guys -- is, is ductwork -- I mean you guys 9 

don't even look at that, but I think it's in the code. 10 

Hyde: Yes.  We, we -- yes. 11 

Tim: We might want to get rid of it --  12 

Hyde: It is in the code. 13 

Tim: -- or start looking at it. 14 

Hyde: Thank you, Tim.  Uh, this conversation did come up in 15 

Meridian where they wanted to identify certain areas 16 

of the HVAC license and narrow it down to for certain 17 

installations that are life safety, ductwork not one 18 

of them, that's when you had to have a license.  They 19 

brought up the topic that you don't need to have a 20 

license in order to install ductwork.  Is that where 21 

you're going with that or --  22 

Tim: No. 23 

Hyde: -- just the inspector's not looking at it? 24 

Tim: It just goes back to the, you know, sizing everything. 25 
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Hyde: Okay. 1 

Tim: And that your Manual D is in there. 2 

Hyde: Uh-huh. 3 

Tim: So I mean if you're not going to inspect it, then get 4 

rid of it. 5 

Hyde: Okay. 6 

Tim: I've never been failed once about well you said it was 7 

supposed to be a six and, and you ran a five or --  8 

Hyde: And you want that? 9 

Tim: No. 10 

Hyde: Okay. 11 

Tim: But I want you to get rid of it so --  12 

Hyde: Okay. 13 

Tim: -- and it's never going to come up. 14 

Hyde: No, and that's a valid point. 15 

Tim: All right. 16 

Hyde: Okay.  One, one other item about codes.  There is 17 

another code out there that's one book.  It has your 18 

fuel gas, your residential, everything in it in one 19 

book.  It's the Uniform Mechanical Code.  That's 20 

always an option as well on what best serves Idaho and 21 

the industry.  It doesn't have to be a family of 22 

codes.  I mean -- and I say that because you look at 23 

plumbing and you look at electrical.  They're not an 24 

international code.  They're the National Electrical 25 
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Code or the Uniform Plumbing Code.  So throwing that 1 

out there as well. 2 

Tim: So you're suggesting I can keep buying one book 3 

instead of three. 4 

Hyde: That's correct. 5 

Frost: Mike Hyde doesn't make suggestions.  He's just saying 6 

currently what's out there, but there's options 7 

beating this around. 8 

Hyde: It's option.  And you know, if over the next couple 9 

weeks if you have any ideas, feedback, comment, please 10 

feel free to provide them.   11 

 12 

Current language in our HVAC IDAPA Rules in regards to 13 

CO detectors.  How does everybody feel about CO 14 

detectors?  The way the current rules read is we have 15 

two situations where the HVAC contractor is required 16 

to install CO detectors: new construction and retrofit 17 

applications, changeouts.  No matter if it's gas, a 18 

heat pump or an electric furnace, you have to install 19 

the CO detector or your jobs will fail.  In new 20 

construction the building inspector will also be there 21 

enforcing it out of the IRC.  So it seems like we're 22 

enforcing from two different angles two different 23 

contractors.   24 

Male 11: Should be electrical. 25 
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Hyde: Should be?  I'm sorry? 1 

Male 11: Electrical, it should be electrical. 2 

Hyde: Electrical in new construction or what about --  3 

Male 11: Yeah. 4 

Hyde: Okay.  Now I say electric, equipment, gas, solid fuel, 5 

it's all required if there's an attached garage to the 6 

home due to the language of the rule.  Do we feel 7 

that's relevant?  If you go to an all-electric house 8 

and change out the electric furnace, should you be 9 

required to install CO alarms if there's an attached 10 

garage as an HVAC contractor?  Is that -- are we 11 

asking too much of you?  Yeah.  Can I ask why? 12 

Matt: In the basic -- well where does it stop? 13 

Hyde: Right.  Okay. 14 

Matt: Where do I stop bringing their house up to code? 15 

Hyde: Okay. 16 

Matt: Now it's the next step is you have to install a CO 17 

detector, and oh by the way, I want to see your, you 18 

know, your block load for that house that says that 19 

the furnace you replaced wasn't grossly oversized when 20 

you got there and you just went for like to like. 21 

Hyde: Yeah. 22 

Matt: Oh by the way, the ductwork is not good.  I mean 23 

that's, that's all on the contractor for comfort that 24 

has no life safety issue.  And again, it's where does 25 
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the ball stop of bringing the house up to --  1 

Hyde: To code. 2 

Matt: -- code. 3 

Hyde: And you know, Matt, that is a great point because in 4 

the current energy codes they have existing remodels, 5 

renovations where that energy code comes back into 6 

play.  It's just I know it may not be consistently 7 

enforced across the state, but it is in the 2018 IECC 8 

where that would be required.  Insulation values of 9 

the home, Manual J load calcs.  And you know, while 10 

we're on the topic of amendments, we can -- you know, 11 

if industry wants and industry supports it, if you 12 

only want Manual J's in new construction and not in 13 

retrofit application changeouts, this is the time and 14 

this is the place to make those -- make that language 15 

and amend the energy code. 16 

Matt: 'Cause it's currently not required on a changeout to 17 

do a Man J. 18 

Hyde: It's in the energy code. 19 

Matt: It's currently not being enforced --  20 

Hyde: There we go. 21 

Matt: -- but I have to do it. 22 

Hyde: That's correct. 23 

Matt: Okay.  I'm, I'm asking a dumb question first --  24 

Hyde: And, and that --  25 
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Matt: -- saying how I feel about it. 1 

Hyde: Right.  No, and that's not a dumb question by no, by 2 

no means.  John alluded to that fact that we're not 3 

enforcing it in our jurisdiction because we don't, we 4 

don't adopt the energy code.  Now if we adopted that 5 

particular section, then we could make changes and 6 

amendments that's relevant to Idaho in our 7 

installations.  So food for thought. 8 

Matt: And my suggestion would be on retrofit applications 9 

there is no reason to do a Man J. 10 

Hyde: Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you.  Okay.  Any other code 11 

amendments that anybody else can think of?  Mechanical 12 

ventilation going well?  Do we like mechanical 13 

ventilation?  Do we want to account for how leaky the 14 

home is?  I know I touched on that a little bit ago.  15 

Matt: That goes back to well I think it's a leaky house.  We 16 

can improve it. 17 

Hyde: Correct. 18 

Matt: Now is the state going to start requiring blower door 19 

tests. 20 

Hyde: But you know, and that's a valid question.  We have a 21 

large section in our energy code from the building 22 

section that if there was a building department in the 23 

county area that every fifth house has to be blower 24 

door tested per the energy code. 25 
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Male 12: So it's saying every fifth (inaudible - 00:46:25) July 1 

1.  Yes? 2 

Hyde: July 1, correct. 3 

Male 12: Yeah. 4 

Tim: And two years ago it was every house had to be done. 5 

Hyde: Until they made that --  6 

Tim: And then two years before that everyone had to be duct 7 

blasted and --  8 

Hyde: Right. 9 

Tim: -- proved the leakage rates but that was a signed 10 

affidavit that wasn't even done in the presence of an 11 

inspector.  There's not enough inspectors to go along 12 

with all the energy code enforcement they're trying to 13 

do. 14 

Hyde: Right.  You don't have an energy inspector 15 

essentially.  That's correct.  Um, how do you feel 16 

about duct sealing, pressure tests, duct blaster test?  17 

Is that life safety? 18 

Male 12: Comfort. 19 

Hyde: Comfort. 20 

Male 12: Efficiency (inaudible - 00:47:02). 21 

Hyde: In the City of Sandpoint comment?  Opposition? 22 

Male 13: Nobody has been happy with those rules since they came 23 

out in the late eighties, 1990.  I don't know that we 24 

did it yet.  I mean personal opinion I've never seen 25 
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any enfor- -- I don't think anybody builds a house 1 

that tight.  I mean sure it exists I guess.  Is it 2 

offered consistently?  Probably not, you know. 3 

Hyde: And we have to remember that these codes are enforced 4 

statewide and the biggest question that I get about 5 

blower door tests is okay you want us -- per IDAPA 6 

Rule you want us to conduct a blower door test on this 7 

home.  There's nobody in the, in the area that does 8 

that.  I have to hire somebody, fly him in here to do 9 

a blower door test because no one's certified.  So how 10 

do we write a rule for a requirement that may or may 11 

not be considered life safety for an industry that 12 

doesn't exist all throughout the state?  So it's 13 

questions that we get routinely, so. 14 

Male 13: You can't ventilate a leaky house.  It's probably on 15 

to --  16 

Male 12: If you're doing it the, you know, inexpensive way. 17 

Hyde: Right. 18 

Male 12: It's probably not going to open anyway leaking through 19 

your, your door, through your windows. 20 

Hyde: And the way the current IDAPA Rule in the building 21 

code chapter says it doesn't, it doesn't matter if you 22 

have seven air changes per hour and per the IRC if you 23 

fall within five or seven air changes per hour, you 24 

don't have to mechanically ventilate the home.  But in 25 
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lieu of requiring blower door tests they say nope.  1 

You'll have it no matter what.  Is that fair?  Is that 2 

reasonable?  Is that practical? 3 

Tim: I'd just as soon add mechanical ventilation than have 4 

a blower door test. 5 

Hyde: Okay.  So you want it to continue the way it is. 6 

Tim: Yes. 7 

Hyde: Okay.  Thank you.  Okay.  Well I appreciate the 8 

comments, appreciate the code amendments.  If you can 9 

think of anything or any ideas stem from this meeting, 10 

please feel free to reach out to me.  Um, I'm covering 11 

for building right now, but I can work with Jeff, our 12 

Building Program Manager if there's anything energy 13 

related or building related.  So, um, from an HVAC 14 

standpoint, anything that deals with licensing, 15 

permitting, civil penalties, anything else that any 16 

topics that you'd like to bring forward, we're here to 17 

listen.   18 

(Crosstalk) 19 

Hyde: It's open for discussion. 20 

Male 14: To start off with the, uh, wonderful computer system 21 

that used to give us notifications of pass/fail has 22 

now somehow it just module disappeared and nobody 23 

knows how to plug it back in again. 24 

Hyde: Right.  So with that we -- our system currently is 25 
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faulty.  We're looking at ways --  1 

Male 14: No. 2 

Hyde: We're looking at ways to address for a temporary 3 

solution because currently with DOPL, our new agency, 4 

we're focusing on a whole new software program that's 5 

going to make our abilities limitless.  It's going to 6 

be very customer service friendly.  So it's just in 7 

the meantime. 8 

Frost: At the same time we have to find a temporary solution 9 

that takes care of what you need. 10 

Hyde:  But we are aware of that. 11 

Nielsen: 'Cause we're going to miss something and then, you 12 

know, there's going to be (inaudible - 00:50:22) down 13 

or, you know, open this up, take that tile off the 14 

wall.  I can't see that. 15 

Hyde: And we don't want to create that problem from 16 

happening by no means.  Um, I know right now at 17 

midnight a report will be sent out for anything that 18 

you fail on.  So if you don't get an email, it passes. 19 

Male 14: Now? 20 

Hyde: That's currently right now. 21 

Male 14: No, it doesn't happen. 22 

Hyde: Then you're not failing any jobs. 23 

(Crosstalk) 24 

Hyde:  Supposedly.  That, that was the report from the IT 25 
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department.  I questioned it myself. 1 

Tim: When did it go into effect? 2 

Hyde: It's always been in effect is what I was told. 3 

Tim: Yeah.  If it's always been in effect, then no. 4 

Hyde: It's not happening? 5 

Tim: No, it's not happening --  6 

Hyde: Okay. 7 

Tim: -- 'cause I've had to go back in -- I mean generally 8 

I'll get a phone call from my inspector and we kind of 9 

have a gentleman's agreement.  I won't call you unless 10 

you fail, and I'll call you and tell you why it 11 

failed.  But he has failed things, you know, gas 12 

pressure under 20.  It was at 15, and then he had to 13 

fail it and got no notification other than the fact 14 

that he made a phone call to me and he didn't just 15 

blanket it pass it and say fix it tomorrow.  It was he 16 

put it as a fail, and I had to reapply. 17 

Hyde: Okay.  We're -- we will find a solution soon. 18 

Tim: So how come you can't -- I mean I get your Man J 19 

passed. 20 

Hyde: I agree.  I'm fighting it. 21 

(Crosstalk) 22 

Tim: -- inspection. 23 

Hyde: I'm fighting daily.  Um, we have the means to do it.  24 

We have to work out some solutions with our current 25 
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software provider.  We, we have to find some solutions 1 

and we're working through those right now because 2 

we're trying to do essentially that.  Email, get the 3 

emails working, get you your inspection results 4 

online.  We've talked about this for the past few 5 

months.  It's hindered right now between our agreement 6 

with our current software provider.   7 

Tim: Because we can forward those onto our contractor and 8 

then he knew okay --  9 

Hyde: What --  10 

Tim: -- I know what to cover. 11 

Hyde: Right, right.  We're trying to get there as fast as we 12 

can.  Anything code related or IDAPA related? 13 

Male 15: Can we go to inspector qualifications? 14 

Hyde: We can most certainly. 15 

Male 15: Because I'm going to ask the questions first because -16 

-  17 

Hyde: Okay. 18 

Male 15: -- in plumbing and electrical is both represented in 19 

the room, right? 20 

Hyde: They are. 21 

Male 15: What is the qualifications to become a electrical 22 

inspector and a plumbing inspector? 23 

Hyde: Thank you for standing. 24 

Male 16: No problem.  Electrical, electrical inspectors are 25 
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required to have a electrical license, journeyman 1 

license for four years. 2 

Male 15: Okay. 3 

Male 16: And then once they have the license for four years 4 

they -- we can hire them.  Before their six months is 5 

over they take a pretty extensive certification 6 

(inaudible - 00:53:08) certification in training.  So 7 

they got it's almost like a nine-hour test they take.  8 

It's, it's equivalent and more so than what the master 9 

electrician is.  So all of our electrician -- or 10 

electrical inspectors are master electricians also. 11 

Male 15: So in caveat, they have to be a journeyman first. 12 

Male 16: They have to be a journeyman first. 13 

Male 15: Thank you. 14 

Male 16: And they have to be a journeyman for four years.  And 15 

then ours are master electricians. 16 

Nielsen: The plumbing statute says five years' experience and a 17 

journeyman's card.  So we interpret that they're going 18 

through their apprenticeship, held their journeyman 19 

card for one year.  Then they go get certified through 20 

IAPMO.   21 

Male 15: Your turn, Mike. 22 

Hyde: My turn.  So currently HVAC statutes require that the 23 

inspector be knowledgeable of HVAC installations and 24 

that they're certified in either ICC or IAPMO, 25 
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International Association of Plumbing Mechanical 1 

Officials, um, and either a residential cert or a 2 

commercial cert depending on the type of inspections 3 

that they're performing.  That's it.   4 

Male 15: On the record I formally request the H- -- my 5 

personality on the HVAC is I shouldn't be inspected by 6 

anyone less than a journeyman HVAC inspector, HVAC. 7 

Hyde: Noted.  Thank you. 8 

Male 15: Thank you. 9 

Hyde: Any length of time should they hold that journeyman's 10 

card or day one? 11 

Male 15: I would say hold the journeyman -- they have to pass a 12 

journeyman's test, have a journeyman's card and been 13 

an active journeyman for at least a year prior to 14 

being able to become an inspector. 15 

Hyde: Okay. 16 

Male 15: It's common sense.   17 

Male 17: Let's not make the rules too tight. 18 

Hyde: Doug, do you have any comments that you'd like to add 19 

either? 20 

Doug: Well the contractor's (inaudible - 00:54:55). 21 

Hyde: Okay.  22 

Male 15: And again, my question to that is city officials 23 

outside of the Division of Building Safety, if the 24 

IDAPA Rule was in effect, could a city official that 25 
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went and took a HVAC inspector's test that had done -- 1 

never been in the HVAC, he was a building official but 2 

he knew tax revenues, they say well look he's just 3 

going to pass the inspector's test and we're going to 4 

have him start inspecting HVAC also.  This is no dig 5 

to the City of Sandpoint.  I'm just -- when that -- 6 

would Idaho rule force the city to hire someone that 7 

was a journeyman with one year's experience to have 8 

him out inspecting me? 9 

Hyde: The statute, depending on the language and how it's 10 

written, if we modified it currently to journeyman 11 

rather than the ICC cert or the IAPMO cert, yes they 12 

would, unless there's additional language added that 13 

says it exempts local jurisdictions.  But it doesn't 14 

say that now.  So unless you're adding that in 15 

addition to, they would have to adhere to the same 16 

requirements. 17 

Male 15: But I'm assuming there would be some grandfathering 18 

in. 19 

Hyde: Correct. 20 

Male 15: Correct. 21 

Hyde: Well no, not when it comes to the HVAC journeyman. 22 

Male 15: So if they said you had to be a journeyman, then --  23 

Hyde: We'd have to identify --  24 

(Crosstalk) 25 
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Male 15: -- city municipalities that had an inspector doing 1 

HVAC. 2 

Hyde: We would have to have some collaborative discussions 3 

with cities and counties and check their temperature 4 

on this situation and how they feel, um, before we 5 

make, make such a change or we would have to add some 6 

type of statutory language --  7 

Male 15: That allows them to be grandfathered. 8 

Hyde: -- to help, to assist, correct.  But it's, it's good 9 

discussion.  That's what we're here to do, so.  Any 10 

other topics that we would like to discuss?  Well if 11 

you think of anything, please feel free to shoot me an 12 

email, give me a call.  We're, we're going to be 13 

conducting these meetings throughout this week and 14 

next week, and then we'll be -- we will be having 15 

these discussions with our board starting at the end 16 

of the year going into 2022 for any negotiated 17 

rulemaking changes, things of the sort.  So there'll 18 

be plenty of opportunities to publicly speak whether 19 

it's in person, teleconference, over the phone with 20 

me.  I can relay the information.  Whatever you would 21 

like to see, so.  If that's -- if there's nothing 22 

else, we'll just say thank you again for attending.  23 

We appreciate it.   24 

Frost: Thank you. 25 
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Hyde: Thank you.  What's that? 1 

Male 15: Can we get a discount on our next permit? 2 

Male 17: Can we get like a coupon --  3 
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