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Hyde: We'll go ahead and get started.  Um, because of the 1 

set up, we are recording these meetings just for those 2 

contractors that aren't able to attend, and this mic 3 

is not very good.  So if you have something that you'd 4 

like to address or an idea, a topic you'd like to 5 

bring forward, if you could, just come stand up at 6 

this table.  Right here is the mic.  That way we can 7 

record it and transcribe it.  8 

 9 

But just to get started, just want to say thank you 10 

for taking the time out of your day to be here.  Uh, 11 

midday meetings aren't the easiest to attend, uh, but 12 

we greatly appreciate you being here and providing us 13 

with your feedback and your -- any -- any type of 14 

comment that you have n relation to ZBR.  Um, this ZBR 15 

process does not happen without your comments and your 16 

feedback.   17 

 18 

So brief introduction, my name's Michael Hyde.  I'm 19 

with the Division of Occupational and Professional 20 

Licenses.  Uh, as you can see, our name has changed.  21 

It -- we are no longer the Division of Building 22 

Safety.  Uh, what that means is essentially, we're a 23 

bigger agency.  They took 11 agencies -- 11 agencies 24 

and merged them into one.  Anything that has to do 25 
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with professional licences, and it's our mission under 1 

our new agency to creat uniformity across all of our 2 

licensing boards.  To streamline our process is to 3 

become more efficient and more effective for our 4 

license holders, with the focus of reducing costs and 5 

any over-regulatory burdens incurred by those within 6 

Idaho's industries.   7 

 8 

So that's our -- that's our general mission statement.  9 

That's what we're here to achieve, and beginning with 10 

ZBR, Zero Based Regulation, was an executive order 11 

given to all agencies statewide, not just DOPL.  Um, 12 

and what ZBR is, is essentially a rules review process 13 

conducted through public hearings such as this and 14 

negotiated rule-making, uh, in order to identify with 15 

industry, the benefits of the existing rules and 16 

whether or not they're being realized.  The cost, if 17 

any, are being justified, or whether or not there are 18 

less restrictive alternatives for accomplishing those 19 

benefits that are currently in existing IDOPL rules.  20 

 21 

So what we have to do with this ZBR process is it's 22 

starts with meetings such as this.  This is our ninth 23 

meeting.  We've been to eight other locations 24 

throughout the state, trying to generalize and get 25 
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feedback from industry in relation to our HVAC IDAPA) 1 

rules, plumbing, electrical, building and energy and 2 

so on.  And where we have to begin is we have to 3 

repeal our entire rule chapter, so we have to take the 4 

current set of IDAPA rules governing HVAC and through 5 

them out the window.  We have to look at those rules 6 

and pick which rules are beneficial to Idaho's HVAC 7 

industry, and which ones are the -- need some tweaking 8 

or modifying when it comes from a regulatory burden 9 

standpoint to renew or carry forward with.  And each 10 

rule we have to look at from a retrospective analysis 11 

perspective.  Our goal in this is to reduce the 12 

overall regulatory burden that exists within with our 13 

IDAPA rule chapter.   14 

 15 

So once we've picked which rules we want to renew or 16 

carry forward, we've got to ask three questions with 17 

that rule.  And the first question is are the benefits 18 

of the rule being achieved?  Is the mission of that 19 

rule actually being realized, or do we need to delete 20 

it, amend it, etc.?  The second one, do the benefits 21 

outweigh the costs if there is a cost with said rule?  22 

And again, tweak it, amend it or get rid of it.  And 23 

then finally, you take a look at that rule and you 24 

say, "Is this something that we actually need IDAPA 25 
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ruling on or is this something that we could govern 1 

through less restrictive methods, i.e., policy, not 2 

rule?  Or is this something industry can govern that 3 

doesn't need the state's hand in order to do so?   4 

 5 

So applying this to our current and existing IDAPA 6 

rule chapter, our IDAPA rules govern licensing, civil 7 

penalties, mechanical code amendments, permits, 8 

inspections and inspector qualifications.  So if 9 

there's any topic or any comment that anybody here 10 

would like to bring forward to start the discussion 11 

with, that's what we're looking to achieve today.  12 

It's just a discussion.  We're not going to take from 13 

this and go and make rule changes or negotiated rule-14 

making rule processes tomorrow.  This is just to 15 

generate the discussion.  This discussion will then 16 

carry over at future hearings and board meetings, and 17 

we're going to take what industry wants or what 18 

industry's opinion is and relay that to the HVAC 19 

board.  This will continue through 2022, and if it's 20 

determined -- let me rephrase.  When it's determine 21 

that these changes need to go into effect, we'll start 22 

the negotiated rule-making process.   23 

 24 

Sorry -- setting it up for, uh, the 2023 legislative 25 
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session.  So with that, is there any topic or any 1 

code, license requirements that you'd like to begin 2 

today's discussion that you'd like to bring up?  If 3 

not, I do have a couple topics that I think we could 4 

discuss that is being asked of us specifically and our 5 

HVAC board.   6 

 7 

The first topic is license qualifications, apprentice, 8 

journeyman, in-state and out-of-state.  Our current 9 

set of rules have created a dichotomy, if you will, 10 

between in-state requirements and out-of-state 11 

requirements.  And the question has come up why the 12 

difference?  Why should the minimum qualifications be 13 

different?   14 

 15 

Um, the second topic is contractor licensing, how that 16 

license is issued and the experience requirements for 17 

such.  And then finally, code amendments.  Any -- any 18 

current code amendments that we think, "Oh, we don't 19 

need," it's covered in the new version of the code, or 20 

there are new code requirements that should not exist 21 

here in Idaho -- (inaudible - 00:08:16), Manual Js,  22 

anything from a non-life-safety perspective that 23 

you're being asked that effects a contractor that you 24 

feel is over-regulatory.    25 
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So to kind of give you an idea from a licensing 1 

perspective where Idaho is on the map, Idaho is one of 2 

four states that actually require the HVAC apprentice 3 

to be registered and to hold a card.  And in order to 4 

accrue hours, that apprentice must obtain that card.   5 

 6 

Again, we are one of four states.  Alabama, 7 

Connecticut and Iowa are the other three.  So, we have 8 

a list here of 13 states that do not license the 9 

apprentice, but they do license the journeyman or the 10 

master.  And then we have 16 states that don't license 11 

the apprentice or the journeyman, they only license 12 

the contractor but that contractor must have trade 13 

experience, on-the-job learning or some form of 14 

education.  Then you have 14 states where they license 15 

anybody.  Anybody can walk off the street and start 16 

their own business in HVAC.  And then you've got a 17 

list of four where they defer everything to the local 18 

level, whether it's city or county and it's hit-and-19 

miss.  20 

 21 

So it just gives you a perspective on where we're at, 22 

and I show this because through this ZBR process, we 23 

have to answer questions on our rules that we want to 24 

renew or carry over as to what are the other states 25 
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doing.  And why is Idaho either more restrictive or 1 

less restrictive?  So it kind of gives you an idea.   2 

 3 

When it comes to the HVAC apprentice registration, 4 

it's an annual card, it's 10 bucks a year, you have to 5 

be 18 years of age or older in order to obtain that 6 

card, 16 if you're registered with the United States 7 

Department of Labor.  You have to be supervised by a 8 

journeyman, not directly, and you have to be employed 9 

by a contractor.   10 

 11 

With this, in order to renew the card, the apprentice 12 

has to do one of two things.  They either have to be 13 

enrolled in a board-approved education program every 14 

year, or they have to complete eight hours of 15 

continuing education credits.  Those are the current 16 

requirements and stipulations for HVAC apprentices, 17 

all depicted in rule.  18 

 19 

So the conversation is, is this too overly 20 

restrictive?  Is this too much?  Are we asking too 21 

much of our Idaho apprentices when we're only one of 22 

four states that require this registration?  We asked 23 

the question to the industry.  We need the industry's 24 

feedback on what do apprentices gain by holding this 25 
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$10 card.  We've heard things from, "No, they 1 

shouldn't be registered."  We heard that a lot up in 2 

northern Idaho when -- for those guys that were 3 

working in Washington that do not have an 4 

apprenticeship registration.  We've heard, "Yes," in 5 

other areas because it does help track time, hours, 6 

education.  It's good for labor industry workforce 7 

development purposes so we can see how many 8 

apprentices are actually attending schools.    9 

 10 

Um, from a life-safety aspect, you know, we go out to 11 

a job, we can ask the apprentice, "Hey, what's your 12 

name?"  Look it up and see who he's working for to 13 

make sure he's actually working for somebody and not 14 

just somebody off the street.  So we've heard mixed.  15 

Is there anybody here today that would like to add to 16 

this or comment, either pro or against the 17 

apprenticeship registration and any of those 18 

requirements?  19 

Male: I think it legitimizes the company that they're 20 

working for --  21 

Hyde: Okay.  22 

Male: -- and the industry itself.  You know that just 23 

there's some training involved here.  Somebody is 24 

supervising this person.  25 
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Hyde: Supervising?   1 

Male: Yeah.  2 

Hyde:  Okay.   A lot of the comments that we've received is 3 

about gaining that next level of licensure, the actual 4 

first license because an apprenticeship is just a 5 

registration.  Okay.  It's not really a certificate of 6 

competency.   7 

 8 

Um, the journeyman exam qualifications would not 9 

change one way or the other.  You still have to have 10 

8000 hours of on-the-job training and completion of 11 

some board-approved education program.  So typically, 12 

they're anywhere from two-year programs to a four-year 13 

program, depending on if they're full time or not.  14 

That's for in-state.   15 

 16 

Out-of-state's a little different because we have so 17 

many states that do not have any type of 18 

apprenticeship registration or even journeyman 19 

licensure.  We had to create a pathway.  And this is 20 

where that dichotomy comes into play.   21 

 22 

In state, you have those requirements that we just 23 

went over.  Out of state, depending on if you come 24 

from a non-licensing state or a licensing state, if 25 
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you do come from one of those 13 states that do issue 1 

a journeyman or master license that's equivalent to 2 

our HVAC journeyman license and you show that you hold 3 

an active card from that state, you can sit for our 4 

journeyman (background noise - 00:13:40).   5 

 6 

If you don't and you come from one of the other 34 7 

states, you have one of two options.  You either show 8 

8000 hours in a -- some type of education curriculum 9 

similar to our board-approved education, then you can 10 

sit for the exam.  There's not many of those out there 11 

that exist.  There's one on-line provider that I'm 12 

aware of.  Um, if not, because of that lack of 13 

education or lack of ability to attend that education 14 

from these other states, the board had to create a 15 

pathway that says, "Okay.  Well, you double the 16 

experience, and we can allow you to sit for the exam."  17 

But that doesn't exist for our Idaho guys.  And it's 18 

brought up -- the question is, "Why do we have it for 19 

out-of-state but not for in-state apprentices"   20 

 21 

So it's a question that we ask industry, is this fair?  22 

Is this too much?  Are we asking too much of our Idaho 23 

apprentices, and what are our Idaho apprentices 24 

gaining? 25 
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Male: Where do you come up with the 8000 -- 8000 hours?  I 1 

mean, is that -- that's -- so that's starting out as 2 

an apprentice? 3 

Hyde: Correct.  4 

Male: And when you get 8000 hours in, then you can do the, 5 

uh --  6 

Male: Test.  7 

Male: -- the test for journeyman? 8 

Hyde: If you completed the education program approved by the 9 

board.  You have to --  10 

Male: So then you do need to track the -- the apprentice? 11 

Hyde:  Currently, the way it sits --  12 

Male: That $10 -- with that $10 license? 13 

Hyde: Correct.  Currently, the way it sits, you are correct.  14 

But these items -- all of these items are up for 15 

discussion from industry.  What best serves industry 16 

 -- Idaho's HVAC industry?  What's fair?  What's over-17 

regulatory?  What is it?  Do we need to add anything?  18 

We'll leave it open for conversation, and if you 19 

could, please, stand up for recording purposes and 20 

state your name, if you hold a license and who you 21 

represent.  That way we can get it on record.   22 

Graham: Bruce Graham, Quality Heating in Grangeville.  Uh, 23 

16,000 hours was kind of put into place back in the, 24 

uh, last recession kind of when we was worried about 25 
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out-of-state people coming in and taking Idaho jobs 1 

when there was a lot of unemployed people by layoffs, 2 

etc.  I was on the board at that time, and so that's 3 

kind of where -- where that came from.  I think -- 4 

personally think it should it be reduced, uh, down to 5 

8000 hours just like somebody in-state.  6 

 7 

As far as the 8000 hours for somebody in-state, I 8 

think that's -- that's a good deal because there is -- 9 

there is really no way for somebody to work in-state 10 

for 8000 hours legally without being in an apprentice 11 

program.  So I don't think that really needs to be 12 

changed.   13 

Hyde: Thank you, Bruce.  Any additional comment?  Feedback?   14 

Stahl: I believe that made sense.  I've got to get up and say 15 

that? 16 

Hyde: If you would, please. 17 

Stahl: Oh, man.   18 

Hyde:  I mean, you're close enough to the mic.  19 

Stahl: I'm Butch Stahl (ph) with -- representing YMC.  Uh, I 20 

think that makes a lot of sense what Bruce just said, 21 

so I'll second that.  22 

Hyde: Okay.  Thank you.  Any other comments about the amount 23 

of time -- amount of Idaho time, let's say, to sit for 24 

the journeyman's exam? 25 
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Grigsby: I -- I think it's great.  This -- this is close 1 

enough, but you guys are working on -- 2 

Grigsby: Get up there.  3 

Hyde: If you would, say your name.  4 

Grigsby: I'm Zach Grigsby.  I represent Butch -- no, just YMC.  5 

But you guys are working on getting people to come and 6 

check for licensing, right?  7 

Male: Correct.  8 

Grigsby: I think that's the biggest thing we have is you've got 9 

super qualified people that are here today, but there 10 

is tons of other companies out there, and they're 11 

doing some crazy stuff, but there's nobody policing 12 

them, you know.  Bruce, we know, could go on for days 13 

about what's going on up there, and then the same with 14 

we have here, but we have legitimate people that, like 15 

I say, putting in fireplaces and things like that, but 16 

then stuff's being put in, and homeowners are have -- 17 

having people off the side come help them.  18 

Male: Right.  19 

Grigsby: But there's -- there's nobody telling them.  So, I 20 

mean, the more that that could be reinforced, then it 21 

just helps all of us have more pride in what we're 22 

doing because, you know, we've done it, you know, and 23 

stuff like that.   24 

Hyde: So a follow up question for you, Zach.  Um, in regards 25 
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to that aspect and that thought process, where if -- 1 

at any point, where does life-safety come into play 2 

and how does this registration or license assist the 3 

life safety aspect?   4 

Grigsby: There's people putting stuff in that are jeopardizing, 5 

I mean, we've had explosions up here.  Okay, um, and 6 

only those particular situations and the people that 7 

would investigate know what really happened and -- and 8 

maybe you guys at a higher level, but my thing is it's 9 

happening all over that homeowners probably are the 10 

worst offenders because they can do whatever they want 11 

to their home, but then they're getting somebody 12 

that's retired or a neighbor that's in that trade, you 13 

know, come help me on the weekend kind-of-a thing.  14 

That's happening all over the place, but I have never 15 

-- since I've been dong this, never once been asked, 16 

"Can I see your card?" 17 

Hyde: Right.  18 

Grigsby: And it's, you know, you guys are limited budget and 19 

everything like that, but I think that would 20 

legitimize a lot of stuff that would stop those people 21 

from doing that and probably save lives because of -- 22 

Hyde: Okay.  23 

Grigsby: -- what' going on, especially up here with propane and 24 

stuff like that.  That's all I'm getting at.  I -- we 25 
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never see anybody that checks anything --  1 

Hyde: Right.   2 

Grigsby: -- you know?  That's all I have to say about that, 3 

but, I mean, there's some -- people that are here, 4 

want to be here because they want to do a great job, 5 

but there's a lot out there just doing crazy stuff, 6 

but it's all over the state, you know?   7 

Hyde: Right.  No, I appreciate that, thank you.  Any other 8 

comment?   9 

Male: Can I see your card? 10 

Grigsby: You can.  11 

Hyde: Do we like -- I -- I can't say that.  How -- what 12 

about supervision?  Currently, right now, with 13 

apprentice and journeyman requirements for HVAC 14 

installations, it's -- we do not require direct 15 

supervision.  Other trades do, some even have a ratio.   16 

 17 

How does industry -- or here in this room, how -- how 18 

do those of you feel about how supervision is enforced 19 

currently in the HVAC industry because it's not direct 20 

supervision.  You don't have to have a journeyman on 21 

the job.  The apprentice just has to be able to get a 22 

hold of the journeyman.  And this has come up in a 23 

couple of the different hearings where some want more, 24 

some like it the way it is.  Any comment or feedback 25 
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on that from this group here?   1 

Graham: Can I take that? 2 

Hyde:  Will you please? 3 

Graham: I'll second it.  Bruce Graham, Quality Heating again.  4 

So my feelings are that we've -- I've always felt 5 

this, though, that -- that our licensing doesn't fit 6 

us, okay.  Our -- our apprenticeship doesn't fit us.  7 

How -- how do we get these people trained and trained 8 

properly for the job that they're doing.   9 

 10 

 Um, the four-year apprenticeship -- we can't afford to 11 

have somebody under constant supervision for four 12 

years.   13 

Male: Exactly.  14 

Graham: We can't -- can't do it.  But are we missing the boat 15 

of not having them under constant supervision until 16 

they get certified to do what they're doing, okay.   17 

 And so, I'm putting another push forward to, uh, get 18 

one license with multiple endorsements for the state 19 

so that when -- when you become a gas fitter I, say, 20 

which would be 400,000 BTUs and below, uh, you learn 21 

to gas-pipe, you learn to vent, etc.  You get that 22 

certification.   23 

 24 

Now you're basically journeyman level on a gas-fitter 25 
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I, right?  But you -- you've got one journeyman card, 1 

and once you get all the categories, etc., you can be 2 

called -- called, uh, a master or whatever you want to 3 

-- whatever we want to determine.  But basically, 4 

you're journeyman level at gas-fitter I, so you can 5 

now be putting in gas appliances.  Same thing with 6 

gas-fitter II, 400,000 BTUs and above.  Once you get 7 

fully certified in -- in gas-fitter II, then you can 8 

do boilers, etc.  So gas-fitter, of course, obviously, 9 

uh, you've got to go do boiler training and -- and all 10 

the gas training for -- for 400,000 BTU and up, which 11 

is used in your hospitals and your industry and -- and 12 

things like that.  13 

  14 

So if we -- if we do multi endorsements, one license 15 

so they can come out -- you got -- carry one card, 16 

okay, but you've got all these different endorsements 17 

as you pass this, this, this, and this.  So a gas-18 

fitter I basically takes you about six months to 19 

acquire, and I think we should have, at that point, we 20 

should have direct supervision for that six months to 21 

get that gas-fitter I.  Then as he's moving into the 22 

gas-fitter II, he needs direct supervision.  If he's 23 

going into oil, he needs direct supervision for 24 

whatever that required length of time is so that they 25 
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get the proper training on what their doing, but it 1 

doesn't take four years to get there, okay, because 2 

some guys do nothing but hang duct all the time.  How 3 

much education does it take to hang duct?  So, anyway, 4 

that's kind of where I'm moving.  5 

Hyde: Thank you, Bruce.  And in -- in line with that, uh, a 6 

question that I have is we've heard a lot throughout 7 

these hearings that HVAC is very diverse.  It has a 8 

lot of aspects to the trade.  Is there any aspect or 9 

certain type of installation where you think an 10 

apprenticeship registration should not be required 11 

that currently is, whether it's hanging duct, 12 

servicing equipment swapping out equipment on retros, 13 

new construction, new commercial?  Any opinions there? 14 

Male: Can you repeat the first part of that? 15 

Hyde:  So is there any -- any scope or area of HVAC 16 

installations where that apprentice registration or 17 

journeyman license, for that matter, isn't required 18 

because the HVAC is so broad?  Hanging flex, 19 

installing flex.   20 

Male: Yeah, that's kind of what I was thinking, going 21 

through my mind is, you know, they're installing flex.   22 

Hyde: Would you let them install gas pipe without an 23 

apprenticeship card --  24 

Male: No, no. 25 
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Hyde: -- or supervision? 1 

Male: No.  2 

Hyde: Those are the type of things we'd like to hear.  3 

Male: It's -- it's -- it's a hard one because you get -- we 4 

get -- you want me to get up here?  5 

Hyde: If you would say your name.  6 

Grigsby: Zach Grigsby with YMC.  We get commercial guys that 7 

come to help us all the time do residential 8 

applications, and they don't know what to do.   9 

Hyde: Okay.  10 

Grigsby:   Because they're jus being told, "Go hang duct." 11 

Male: Yeah.  12 

Grigsby: "Go do this."  They're part of a crew.  So if we had 13 

to specialize or get certified training in different 14 

aspects like what Bruce is talking about, I think 15 

would be more -- it would make us look more 16 

professional because really you look at it like the 17 

electricians are up here and then you've got plumbers 18 

and we're way down here somewhere.  But we are trained 19 

more than any of them.  So that's what I'm getting at.  20 

I think what -- kind of what Bruce is saying is a 21 

great idea that you've had this training because they 22 

go through four years, honestly, and the commercial 23 

guy comes to help, they don't know what to do.  24 

Male: Right.  25 
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Grigsby: They have no idea what to do with the furnace and gas 1 

pressures and all the different things, they don't 2 

know what to do.  So whatever training they get -- 3 

they're getting, isn't really helping them.  4 

Hyde: Okay.  Thank you.  Any other comment?  In favor of?  5 

In opposition of?  6 

Male: Commercial guys are gonna (inaudible - 00:26:04). 7 

Hyde: Yes, that's okay.  8 

Hudson: Uh, not on this but since it sounds like there -- 9 

there are not comments on this, I wanted to circle 10 

back.  11 

Hyde: Okay.   12 

Hudson: If I could to constant supervision question.  13 

Hyde: Okay.  14 

Hudson: For the recording, Jason Hudson AFLCIO.  Um, one thing 15 

that's come up through a lot of these meetings, I've 16 

heard people make reference to without the requirement 17 

for the supervision to be constant and on the job, you 18 

know, people have said, "Well, you know the journeyman 19 

can be in Mexico, and the apprentice is calling the 20 

journeyman in Mexico."  They're out of the country, 21 

they're nowhere around.  And I've seen you up at 22 

front, and be like, "Well, it doesn't really work that 23 

way.  That's not how it works."  But I've talked to a 24 

lot of guys that are like, "In the field, honestly, 25 
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sometimes that's the way it works.  Sometimes the 1 

journeyman that's supervising them is not in the 2 

state."   3 

 4 

 So from the department's perspective, I know the code 5 

doesn't require the supervision to be constant and on-6 

the-job the way the -- the plumbing code does.  But 7 

what is the department's perspective on what 8 

constitutes adequate supervision or not?  How -- how 9 

do you guys view that internally because what I'm 10 

hearing the department say -- 11 

Hyde: Right.  12 

Hudson: -- counts as supervision, and what people are saying 13 

actually happens in the field, doesn't quite seem to 14 

match up. 15 

Hyde: No, thank you.  I appreciate the question.  Um, and 16 

this -- this is a point for clarification.  Depending 17 

on if we get a complaint, and let's say we do get a 18 

complaint where we have a guy working as an apprentice 19 

up here in McCall, and their journeyman is down in the 20 

Boise -- in the area.  If they cannot get a hold of 21 

their journeyman via phone, and they're not within -- 22 

they say a working day is the way it's been defined in 23 

years past to get to that location, we would give them 24 

a notice of violation for working without supervision.   25 
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 1 

 Now, has that ever been challenged on how far you can 2 

drive in a working day?  No, and there's a lot of 3 

parameters that go into play.  Um, so it's not clear 4 

black and white definition, but that's what I've been 5 

given as they need to be able to get there within a 6 

working day to respond to any need that that 7 

apprentice has, and be there on the job.  So if they 8 

can't do that, and it's initially our discretion, and 9 

then they would have to challenge and fight it on what 10 

they can do within a working day.  So --  11 

Male: The drive would depend on the weather, too.  12 

Hyde: It would, and the terrain --  13 

Male: Yeah.  14 

Hyde: -- etc.  Um, I can tell you that what I've instructed 15 

our inspectors in the past when this has come up for 16 

the example of Boise to McCall, is if our inspector 17 

stops by and that apprentice can't get a hold of them, 18 

we would give them an NOB right then and there because 19 

that's -- that's another aspect of it.  If -- if we 20 

don't know where that journeyman is, you can't get a 21 

hold of them, that's the initial point, and we would 22 

give an NOB for that.  And we'd stick around for a 23 

little bit to try and wait for that return call and 24 

then identify where they're at and hopefully not in 25 
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Mexico.  1 

Hudson: Yeah. 2 

Hyde: But that's a good question, and it's something that if 3 

industry feels differently of that we should clarify, 4 

that's what we're here to discuss today.  It's not all 5 

about removing law, it's about reestablishing the law 6 

to better suit industry and clear up some of these 7 

discrepancies or vague areas of the rules.  8 

Male: That's most of what our injuries are, though, is the 9 

younger guys just learning the trade, especially with, 10 

like, cuts and stuff like that.  11 

Hyde: Yea.  12 

Male: But if they're by themselves would be the worst-case 13 

scenario.   14 

Hyde: Right.  Um, kind of stepping back a little bit to 15 

Bruce's point with endorsements, if the board thought 16 

that that would be a good direction to go, and we 17 

created some type of residential commercial 18 

endorsement, just for HVAC in general, that higher 19 

level scope of work, not just hanging duct or running 20 

flex or anything like that, but that actual aspect of 21 

HVAC, would the requirements for residential 22 

journeymen be any different in your mind?  Be less?  23 

Be more?  Would it take four years and school to get 24 

to that residential journeyman level, or would it take 25 
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six months with constant on-the-job supervision to get 1 

to that residential journeyman level?  Or would it 2 

take a year or two years?  What does that look like?  3 

If -- if you don't mind me asking?  4 

Graham:  Okay.  Bruce Graham, Quality Heating.  It would -- each 5 

-- each, uh, certification would be different.  6 

Hyde: Okay.   7 

Graham: And it -- it would be a -- something that, uh, 8 

educators would have to agree upon.  But, I think, 9 

like, a gas-fitter I would -- would be, uh, a six-10 

month deal.  I don't know if you would even want -- 11 

wanted to have a -- a, um, duct work, uh, 12 

certification.  I don't think that's, uh, a health and 13 

safety issue --  14 

Hyde: Okay.  15 

Graham: -- my -- myself.  16 

Hyde: Okay.  17 

Graham: Uh, ventilation, of course, we do need ventilation -- 18 

something there for ventilation, etc., but there's no 19 

reason that they can't work on ventilation, gas I and 20 

-- and maybe, uh, oil or -- or refrigeration all at 21 

the same time, you know.  You've got guys that -- that 22 

want to work on them all at the same time, so -- and 23 

each one of them might be at a six-month course or -- 24 

or something to that nature.  So in six months, they 25 

http://www.transcriptionoutsourcing.net/


25 

 

OFFICE 720-287-3710 | FAX 303-952-9897 | WEB www.transcriptionoutsourcing.net 

1780 S. Bellaire St., Suite 400, Denver, CO 80222 
 

may have their gas-fitter I, their refrigeration and 1 

oil certificate.  I think the requirements for gas-2 

fitter II would be you'd have to hold a gas-fitter I 3 

before you could start your gas-fitter II.   4 

Hyde: Okay.  5 

Graham: That's hypothetical.   6 

Hyde: Okay.    7 

Graham: So as far as a journeyman, I don't see any reason why 8 

we couldn't turn out journeymen qualifications in two 9 

years.  10 

Hyde: Okay.   11 

Male: I think you may already have a system like that in 12 

place.  13 

Male: NATE's got something very similar, yeah.   14 

Male: What if we just get NATE certified? 15 

Hyde: Valid point.  If you would, please, just for the 16 

record's sake? 17 

Wannenburg: Jason Wannenburg (ph), Mastercraft Hearth and Home.  18 

Hyde: Yeah.  19 

Wannenburg:  I was NATE certified in, uh, when I worked for a  20 

  heating company in Minnesota --  21 

Hyde: Uh-huh.  22 

Wannenburg: -- so I've dealt with it before.  23 

Hyde: So do you think that could replace any type of our 24 

certification?  25 
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Wannenburg:  Well, the -- the system is already in place.  1 

Wouldn’t have to do anything.  You just be NATE 2 

certified.  Get one of the guys to come up and do 3 

their school.  4 

Hyde: Okay.  5 

Wannenburg:  It's -- it's pretty intensive.   6 

Hyde: All right.  Appreciate the comments.   7 

Wannenburg:  You know, because there's continuing education with 8 

it, all kinds of stuff to keep your card, also.  You 9 

have to, you know, I could do so many things each 10 

year.   11 

Male: And -- and under the (inaudible - 00:33:02) multiple 12 

endorsements, we could have, uh, direct constant 13 

supervision, that -- that gives them people much 14 

better training.  15 

Hyde: Okay.  Thank you.  And again, nothing's changing 16 

overnight.  These are all ideas that I'm going to then 17 

take to the board, and we'll -- everyone will 18 

reestablish, everyone's invited to board meetings to 19 

identify, "Okay.  Maybe we need more public hearings.  20 

We need more feedback on this topic.  We'll send out 21 

surveys, etc., so please don't think things are 22 

changing overnight.  It's just all discussion.   23 

 24 

Okay.  Shifting gears now over to the contractor 25 
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license aspect.  In order to qualify for an HVAC 1 

contractor's license, you have to hold your HVAC 2 

journeyman's card for a period of two years, that's it 3 

if you're coming from Idaho with Idaho work 4 

experience.  If you're coming from out of state, your 5 

first step is you've got to jump through the 6 

journeyman exam hoops, whether it's 16,000 hours or 7 

8,000 in a four-year program.  First you have to 8 

obtain your journeyman's card.  After that, depending 9 

on the option, if you come from a licensing state, one 10 

of the 17 total that issue a journeyman's card or a 11 

master's card, you show that you've held that card for 12 

two years, you'll be qualified.   13 

 14 

If you come from a non -- journeyman's licensing 15 

state, you have to show four additional years on top 16 

of what you submitted for journeyman.  So essentially, 17 

that's 12 years of work experience in order to obtain 18 

your journeyman's license or sit for the journeyman's 19 

exam.   20 

 21 

So in addition to that, when we issue somebody a 22 

contractor's license, that issue -- that license is 23 

issued to Bruce Graham.  It's not issued to Quality 24 

Heating.  Okay, we license the individual with the 25 
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trade experience.  They then represent a company, and 1 

what we're here to ask is, is that the appropriate way 2 

to issue contractor licenses, HVAC contractor licenses 3 

in Idaho? 4 

Male: Yes.  5 

Hyde:  Yes, why, if you don't mind me asking. 6 

Wannenburg:  Jason -- Mastercraft.  Uh, it takes, uh, because  7 

if you were to, um, it takes the company, like a big 8 

company, out of the -- out of the picture of just 9 

being able to do installations.  Um, there's been a 10 

lot of instances, as you know where, um, you can have 11 

anybody come up and do an install, and they've never 12 

done one before and don't even know what they're doing 13 

and then, you know, whether -- just saves a -- a big 14 

company from buying a product, hiring some guy to put 15 

it in, and then everything's okeydokey and that's, you 16 

know, not cool, so --  17 

Hyde: Okay.  18 

Wannenburg:  Yeah.  19 

Hyde: Okay.  Any other comment?  Bruce --  20 

Graham: Bruce Graham, Quality Heating.  I feel that -- that, 21 

uh, the contractor's license is -- should be separate 22 

from the, uh, journeyman license.  I -- I feel that 23 

you should be, like, the electrical does.  You should 24 

be able to take the contractor exam just being a 25 
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business owner.  Just -- just -- just own the 1 

business, and you could hold -- hold the -- I do feel 2 

that the contractor's license should go to an 3 

individual so you have an individual to hold 4 

responsible.  5 

Hyde: Okay.  6 

Graham: But the contractor's license should be a -- the 7 

business license, and then the business has to employ 8 

-- be or employ a journeyman that's -- that's had a 9 

journeyman's card for two years, probably.  10 

Hyde:  Any other comment or feedback?   11 

Male: Could you possibly do something like what Bruce is 12 

saying and so -- give them, like, a different title 13 

than say "contractor's license," or somehow make them, 14 

like, the master contractor, or whatever, that they 15 

could now appoint some of these different attributes 16 

that we're talking about.  They could say, "this 17 

certain individual is a gas-piper I," and if they 18 

didn't do it right, they would lose their -- or get an 19 

NOV on themselves.  But they could certify the people 20 

that would -- some people could take that and run with 21 

it the wrong way --  22 

Hyde:  Mm-hmm.   23 

Male:  -- but if that individual takes pride in that they 24 

have their contractor's license and doesn't want to 25 
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lose it, it could legitimize the people with the 1 

training that they give them.  That's all I'm getting 2 

at is if that could be done somehow through that kind 3 

of licensing, but takes in the authority to hand that 4 

out, you know?  Similar to a NATE, but you're doing it 5 

within -- what you guys are doing, it's the State of 6 

Idaho.  7 

Hyde: Okay.  That's topic that has not been brought forward, 8 

and that's an idea.  9 

Stahl: I'm Butch with YMC.  Um, I kind of look at that a 10 

different way.  I think for somebody to hold the 11 

contractor's license, they need to know what's going 12 

on out there.  13 

Hyde: Okay.   14 

Stahl: You know, there's no way of, you know, they may hire a 15 

journeyman that, you know, may do shabby work.  Well, 16 

he don't know -- he don't know what's going on out 17 

there.  We've all said when we look at a set of 18 

architectural plans that, you know, "This guy drew 19 

this up and never had no carpenter experience."  You 20 

know, it falls the same in the HVAC industry.  21 

Hyde: Okay.  Thank you.  22 

Stahl: That's what I believe.  23 

Hyde:  Okay.  In relation to that, how does the audience feel 24 

about those that are HVAC contractors having to hold 25 
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two different license, your journeyman license and 1 

your contractor's license?   2 

Male I do it.  3 

Stahl: I do.  4 

Hyde: No problem?   5 

Male: Now, my company can pull -- my company can pull 6 

permits and stuff under me. 7 

Hyde: Okay.  8 

Male: But it's just me and him, so I can see everything.   9 

Hyde: Right, yeah, okay.  Bruce -- 10 

Graham: So how do we feel about the mom and pop shop that -- 11 

that dies, and he had the journeyman license, and -- 12 

and she's still trying to run the business and hold 13 

the business together until she got something to sell, 14 

etc., etc., etc.  Should she be out of business, or 15 

should the contractor license still be good as long as 16 

she -- she has journeymen working under her?  17 

Male: She needs to hire a licensed contractor.  18 

Male: Or give her a time period.  19 

Male: Yeah, she's got to attain it -- attain it.  20 

Male: Give her a time period to make that happen.  21 

Male: That happened to me.  I mean, right -- right now they 22 

have a -- a little time -- grace period that -- to -- 23 

that, basically, they're forced to sell.  They 24 

continue to operate because -- because she's probably 25 
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not going to go get a journeyman's license, but if she 1 

employs journeymen, why should she not still be 2 

allowed to operate? 3 

Male: So one thing with that --  4 

Hyde: If you could, please? 5 

Wannenburg:  Sam Wannenburg, uh, Mastercraft.  One thing with  6 

that -- the licensing HVAC -- so just because somebody 7 

has a contractor's license, they pass away, and that 8 

leaves the little mom and pop shop, it doesn't mean 9 

they can't sell the product.  There's nothing stopping 10 

them from selling.  It only means they cannot install 11 

and pull permits.  So as far as that would go as of 12 

right now, if mom and pop sold the little stuff, 13 

didn't have, you know, a contractor's license, and the 14 

homeowner takes it, the homeowner could install.   15 

 16 

So there's still that -- it doesn't necessarily force 17 

somebody to sell or not sell.  Should somebody have a 18 

contractor's license in order to do said job?  Yes.  19 

But as far as I'm aware, there is nothing that is as 20 

far as that because we've -- in our personal company, 21 

you know, like you said, it's just me and him.  If he 22 

died, you know, it would fall on me.  I would still 23 

have two years to go before I could even apply to get 24 

may contractor's license.  In that case, we would 25 
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probably find a contractor and subcontract to them, so 1 

-- 2 

Male: I don't know if that would help.  3 

Hyde: Help us get perspective.  There's some gray area 4 

there, but -- 5 

Stahl: Well, I'm Butch -- I'm Butch with YMC again.  Uh, I 6 

kind of feel what you were talking about, Bruce, 7 

because it almost happened to may family, and, uh, but 8 

she does have a journeyman license, and she's got the 9 

EPA license, my wife.  10 

Hyde: Some companies are not so fortunate.  11 

Stahl: Exactly.  And I think that if it was a mom and pop, 12 

uh, operation and something did happen to, let's say, 13 

the husband that had the HVAC contractor's license, 14 

the journeyman card, maybe there'd be some kind of a 15 

grace period in there that the wife can obtain.  You 16 

know, since she can't just all of a sudden have to 17 

give up a business the day after he dies and can't be 18 

out there anymore.   19 

Hyde: But it takes four years to got through the 20 

apprenticeship part.  21 

Stahl: Now, that's the --  22 

Hyde: And that's what we're here to discuss.  23 

Stahl: -- that's the --  24 

Hyde: So, in, you know, to alleviate that, you could do 25 
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something along the lines of there's the business 1 

owner and then you have a signing journeyman.  And 2 

that's the way electrical runs.  3 

Male: Running -- running the business really has nothing to 4 

do with -- with what's being done out in the field as 5 

long as you've got a signing journeyman that -- that's 6 

taking responsibility for all the work. 7 

Hyde: Right.  So would you be in favor of something like 8 

that, or keep it the way it is based on the statement 9 

you made?  Just your idea.  10 

Stahl: Um, well, it is the way it is right now.  11 

Male: They would shut down.  12 

Stahl: It would shut down.  13 

Male: It would shut down.  They would have somebody to 14 

either transfer their current active open permits to, 15 

to get them finaled out, but they wouldn't be able to 16 

pull any new permits and operate.  They could sell 17 

their equipment that they have on hand, but now you're 18 

more of a manufacturer because you couldn't advertise 19 

-- 20 

Male: Yeah.  21 

Male: -- to do any type of work.   22 

Stahl: And it's also kicking them while they're down.  23 

Male: Right, and we, as an agency, from a moral and ethical 24 

standpoint, we, internally, we treat it case by  25 
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case --  1 

Stahl: Yeah.  2 

Male: -- and we try and assist, but we're trying to fix any 3 

areas or ambiguity in our rules to clean that up.  4 

Male: Could you clarify this section of it?  If, you know 5 

what I mean, if it was within one family? 6 

Male: That's an option? 7 

Male: You know what I mean --  8 

Male: Yeah.  9 

Male: -- due to death, you know whatever.  10 

Male:  But we want to -- we don't want to band-aid the 11 

solution, we want to -- we want to identify the 12 

solution --   13 

Hyde: Ride. 14 

Male: um, a band-aid to identify the solution.  We want to 15 

see, "Okay.  Is it working well in electrical?  Should 16 

HVAC be doing something similar?"  Granted electrical 17 

has master requirements and things like that.  We do 18 

not, but we would, you know, same minimum 19 

qualifications.  Two years experience as a journeyman, 20 

you're signing for this business owner, whether it's 21 

an individual, an LLC, a corporation, whatever it may 22 

be.  But then that way that small mom and pop -- 23 

whoever's left trying to keep things afloat during 24 

that time, they can still operate and still make a 25 

http://www.transcriptionoutsourcing.net/


36 

 

OFFICE 720-287-3710 | FAX 303-952-9897 | WEB www.transcriptionoutsourcing.net 

1780 S. Bellaire St., Suite 400, Denver, CO 80222 
 

living.   1 

Male:  Yeah, the other aspect is a national chain wants -- 2 

wants to come in and wants to buy -- buy my business.  3 

You know, and, uh, um, Lennox or whoever.  You know, 4 

they -- they come in and they -- they want to buy your 5 

business, would they have to actually get a four -- go 6 

through the four-year apprenticeship to get a 7 

journeyman and then -- and then so it'd be six years 8 

before they could actually, uh, run my business, you 9 

know.  Or should it just -- or should they just have 10 

to hold the business license, take the business test, 11 

hold the business license and employee a journeyman?   12 

Hyde: That's correct.  It's a good debate, it's a good 13 

discussion.  It's something comes up regularly.   14 

Stahl: I -- I -- I mean after the remark I made that, you 15 

know architects they don't need to know how to pound 16 

nails.  I mean, this makes sense so --  17 

Hyde: So --  18 

Stahl: I mean, so I can kind, uh, yea. 19 

Hyde: Split it down the middle.  20 

Hyde:  Yeah. 21 

Stahl: Split a little bit on that, and then as far as the mom 22 

and pop, I mean, yeah, there's things to think about. 23 

Hyde:  Right.  And it's definitely hard from an agency.  You 24 

know, you feel for them, you're trying to help them, 25 
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but then your hands are tied by the way these rules 1 

state.  2 

Stahl: Yeah. 3 

Hyde: And we've just got to figure out what's best for 4 

Idaho?  So, you know and this is it.  You don't have 5 

to have an answer, you don't have to have a solution 6 

today.  This conversation's going to continue on for 7 

the remainder of this year and next year, so anything 8 

comes up you're in support of, send me an email, give 9 

me a call.  I'll pass the word.   10 

Stahl: Are we going to have more of these meetings?   11 

Hyde: It's -- potentially, we could.  We'll definitely have 12 

the discussions at the board meetings, um, but if 13 

there's a cause or, uh, an area, you know, 14 

collaborative that HVAC -- a couple contractors and 15 

journeymen and apprentices want to get together and 16 

say, "We need another discussion here in McCall," 17 

we're more than -- we're -- we'd welcome that, so, um, 18 

yeah, total support, and we have time.  We want to go 19 

about this the right way.   20 

 21 

 Shifting gears now to the codes, the current adopted 22 

codes are the ICC codes, the International Code 23 

Council.  Per statute, we've adopted three different 24 

code books, the 2018 IMC, 2018 IFGC, and 2018 Parts 5 25 
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and 6 of the residential code.  That's three different 1 

mechanical code books based on your installation.   2 

There is another code out there.  It's the uniform 3 

code -- Uniform Mechanical Code.  It's one book.  It 4 

has all three of these combined into one.  It's been 5 

talked, it's been discussed.  That would be more 6 

convenient.  Still maintain the same amount of life-7 

safety.  Still collaborate with the other industries.  8 

That's a topic of conversation.   9 

 10 

Amendments to these codes.  The current amendments, CO 11 

detectors are a big one that we currently have an 12 

IDAPA rule on that needs to be discussed, and that's 13 

CO detectors -- we have two different rules, one for 14 

new construction, one for retrofit swap-outs.  Why do 15 

we have both?  The new construction's enforced by the 16 

building inspector based on the building code.  Why is 17 

it incumbent upon the HVAC contractor to verify and 18 

hold up his inspection for the same thing the building 19 

inspector's going to look at to the builder.  Is that 20 

over-regulatory?  Are asking too much?   21 

 22 

And then in addition, it could be an all-electric 23 

house where zero CO can exist from an appliance 24 

creation that an HVAC contractor installs, but there's 25 
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language in this rule that states if that house has an 1 

attached garage, no matter if it's electric or 2 

contains any type of solid fuel, propane natural gas 3 

appliance, you still have to install a CO detector in 4 

that new construction home.  Is that fair? 5 

Grigsby: Well, you don't know what they're going to do.  You 6 

don't know what appliance -- whatever they want to be 7 

doing, so it's -- it's nice that they're there, but 8 

why can't -- why can't it be we just do carbon 9 

monoxide?  But up here especially, a combination 10 

because we have smokes in the bedrooms, carbon 11 

monoxide outside the sleeping area.  Why can't we just 12 

have it be one period?  Because a lot of times we've 13 

fail inspections because of what the electrician 14 

didn't do.   15 

Hyde: That's Zach Rigsby with YMC.   16 

Grigsby: Oh, sorry.   17 

Hyde:  No, and that's what we're here to discuss.  Is it 18 

over-regulatory?  Are we asking too much of HVAC 19 

contractors?   20 

Grigsby: There's too many alarms, I mean --  21 

Hyde: Too many alarms?  Bruce, you had a comment? 22 

Graham: Bruce Graham, Quality Heating.  I'm a firm believer 23 

that all new construction should have both, smoke and 24 

carbon monoxide.  Uh, so, but I'm -- I also believe 25 
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that the electrician is the one wiring them in, so I 1 

think the electrician needs to be responsible for all 2 

smoke and -- and carbon monoxide on new construction.   3 

Hyde: Okay.  4 

Graham: And then HVAC, of course, should be responsible for 5 

anything -- if we, uh, install any - any kind of, uh, 6 

uh, solid fuel or burning appliance or -- or gas or 7 

oil, we need to be responsible to add that carbon 8 

monoxide detection.  9 

Male: That retrofit, you mean? 10 

Graham: Yeah.  11 

Male: Yeah.  12 

Graham: Yeah.   13 

Hyde: Okay.  Any other comment in opposition of or in 14 

agreements -- agreement?   15 

Male: This is what I saw a lot.  16 

Hyde: Uh-huh.  17 

Male: Because there's a box in the ceiling around the wall, 18 

the homeowner thought they had it done.  They didn't 19 

know what the heck was even there until you took it 20 

off and showed them the back of it.  And they're like, 21 

"I didn't -- what's the difference?" 22 

Hyde: Right.  23 

Male: I mean, we've all heard that, I mean --  24 

Hyde: Right.  25 
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Male: What's -- so why not just type of alarm that does it 1 

all, and if you're in a propane area, maybe that area 2 

should have an unburned gas detector as part of that 3 

combination. 4 

Hyde: In the 2018, building code section governing CO 5 

detectors, they have a whole new list of options for 6 

those type of items.  I guess our question is, should 7 

we mandate that the HVAC contractor be installing that 8 

in new construction, or should it be the builder?  9 

Male: Probably the builder.   10 

Male: New construction --  11 

Male: For new construction.   12 

Stahl: I almost think it's -- Butch with YMC.   13 

Hyde: Thanks.  14 

Stahl: These houses are getting more and more high tech with 15 

every -- with all the wiring that's going in them, all 16 

the voltage.  People want to access their homes, you 17 

know, from McCall to China.    18 

Hyde: Mm-hmm.   19 

Stahl: You know they want to be able to turn their lights on 20 

and off.  They want to be able to turn their 21 

sprinklers on and off, everything from a remote area.  22 

I really think that that needs to be the smoke 23 

detectors, and they need to be part of the building 24 

code.   25 
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Hyde: Okay.  1 

Stahl: You know, if I have an IPALA permit for the house, it 2 

needs to have them, you know, designated in there on 3 

the set of plans --   4 

Hyde:  Okay.  5 

Stahl: -- on the electrical plan.   6 

Hyde: Okay.  7 

Stahl: And then like Bruce said, you know, if we go out and 8 

install and do a furnace change out and somebody goes 9 

from electric to gas, we install that and we should 10 

put in if there's not one in there, put in a CO.   11 

Hyde: Okay.   12 

Stahl: But that still doesn't detect gas, right?  We haven't 13 

addressed --  14 

Stahl: Well, it's going to --  15 

Hyde: Like a gas (inaudible - 00:52:13), no. 16 

Stahl: You're talking about propane itself? 17 

Male: Propane itself.  18 

Hyde: It's a different type.   19 

Stahl: Yeah.   20 

Hyde: So CO specifically as a gas.  21 

Male: Right.  22 

Hyde: So -- 23 

Male: But, I mean, but that's -- that's from the fire 24 

department, which is in effect up here in Valley 25 
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County.  1 

Hyde: By ordinance, correct? 2 

Male: Right.  Um, their whole issue is saving the fire 3 

department people's lives, so --  4 

Hyde: Yeah.  5 

Male: -- so they're hoping is a life-safety issue.  That's a 6 

huge thing up here.  7 

Hyde: Yeah.  8 

Male: The -- the homeowner doesn't know to do this.   9 

Hyde: Right.  10 

Male: They're installing this stuff themselves.  That's -- 11 

that's my concern.   12 

Hyde: That's a tricky one.  13 

Male: Right.  They should be hiring a contractor.  14 

Hyde: You know, that's another topic of conversation.  15 

Male: Yeah.  16 

Hyde: Um --  17 

Stahl: But maybe it should be back -- I'm Butch with YMC.  I 18 

mean, it's just shooting in the dark or whatever, but 19 

if it did get changed out from an electric furnace to 20 

a gas furnace, maybe the guys that are supplying the 21 

propane need to have some kind of a record that 22 

something is being installed in there, a detector of 23 

some sort, okay? 24 

Hyde: Because we would ask them to do that based on that 25 
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rule currently.  1 

Stahl: Yeah, so --  2 

Graham: Bruce Graham, Quality Heating.  Uh, and back to the 3 

code books, I definitely would like to see the 4 

international codes done away with as -- as far as 5 

HVAC.  I really think that uniform mechanical code 6 

said it all better, put it all in one book, and 7 

actually how to do things rather than refer you to 8 

another book, and you can't ever find the answer.   9 

 10 

 Uh, as far as these, uh, you know, as we move into 11 

adding propane detectors, that type of stuff -- that's 12 

kind of a tough one because number 1, I don't believe 13 

unvented appliances belong in our home and number 2, 14 

we won't install a propane appliance below grade, and 15 

I think they were both legal in the -- in the --  16 

Hyde: They are.  17 

Graham: -- international codes.  Uh, we -- if we put in a 18 

propane appliance below grade, we won't do it without 19 

a sniffer, alarm, and automatic shutoff.  So these are 20 

things that I would actually like to see addressed, 21 

whichever way we would go with code books, etc. 22 

Stahl: Butch with YMC.  I second that, ditto.  23 

Hyde: So currently, unless we switch codes or we write an 24 

IDAPA rule requiring that or a set of exemptions for a 25 
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propane unit to be in a basement or a crawl and having 1 

the correct emergency system, whether it's sniffers, 2 

alarms whatever it may be, that would be an additional 3 

IDAPA rule, but that's what we're here to discuss.  4 

Anything that the code doesn't address, can -- is on 5 

the table as, well.  So I appreciate that comment.   6 

Male: Because it is in effect up here with the fire 7 

department in Valley County.  (Inaudible - 00:55:19) 8 

from Valley County.   9 

Hyde: They have all this written out.  10 

Male: Yeah.  11 

Male: Yeah.  12 

Hyde: Any other amendments to the codes that industry would 13 

like to see do we -- that is not life-safety?  How 14 

many -- how many times have you ran into a 90% furnace 15 

installed in a crawl, and that condensate pump has to 16 

be wired to the furnace?  Have you ran across that 17 

yet?  What's more catastrophic, a leak in the crawl or 18 

the house freezing up, especially in this climate?   19 

Male: Yeah. 20 

Hyde: Especially vacation homes?  Currently, you would have 21 

to do that by the letter of the code.   22 

Stahl: You would have to wire the --  23 

Male: We've been doing that.  Like, that's what we -- that's 24 

-- I think, that's what all of us are doing.  25 
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Hyde: Right.   1 

Male: But if that compensate pump fails, it shuts everything 2 

down, correct?  Then what happens?  For how many 3 

months?  So, it's --  4 

Stahl: Yeah, but then again, that falls, you know, these 5 

smart homes, they're going to have alarms going off 6 

saying the temperature's dropping in their house.   7 

Male: If it's a smart home, correct? 8 

Stahl: If it is, yes, but if it's a retro, it's probably not 9 

going to have something like that.  10 

Male: No.  11 

Hyde:  Would you like to see that amended collectively as a 12 

whole or just leave it the way it is? 13 

Male: Could it be amended that something has to say, like, 14 

almost all the thermostats now will send them some 15 

kind of -- they have to be able to monitor the -- 16 

either, like, the temperature or what's happening or 17 

the status of the equipment, that -- if there was, you 18 

know if they did something like that.   19 

Hyde: Mm-hmm.   20 

Male: They could do that with what's on their phone --  21 

Hyde: Okay.   22 

Male: -- pretty much.  I mean, so, you know, I mean that you 23 

could monitor that something's not right.  If there's 24 

not going to be any way to monitor it, that's were the 25 
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issue could be.   1 

Hyde: All good points of discussion.  You know, we don't 2 

have to have the answer today.  But, keep the 3 

conversation going.  4 

 5 

 Um, what about manual SJD?  How do we feel about that?  6 

Is it life safety?  Should it be required?   7 

Male: Bruce -- Bruce Graham.  Throw it away.  8 

Hyde: Any other comments?  Any opposition?  Anybody in 9 

agreement?  10 

Stahl: Butch, YMC.  You know, on my -- I remember back when 11 

they were trying to get this started, and they were 12 

going to try to keep to where just qualified people 13 

were out there doing installations.  You know, you 14 

weren't trained in your -- your future competitor.  15 

You know, um, so it kind of keeps everybody on a -- on 16 

a level playing field, but I think it's turned into 17 

more of a pain in the ass.  You know --  18 

Hyde: Why?  Or any examples? 19 

Stahl: Well, you get a Manual J.  Okay.  That's going to size 20 

your equipment.  They show on there where they want 21 

the duct work ran, but you get out to that house, and 22 

it's not like it is on the set of plans.  So now 23 

you're having to go through, uh, redoing the manual J, 24 

adding and subtract the different areas that you want 25 
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to be able to get into.  Just -- it seems to me like 1 

it's a little bit more work than what it was initially 2 

designed for.   3 

Hyde: Do you think it prevents any type of imminent life-4 

safety conditions?  Bruce Graham? 5 

Graham: Not really.  6 

Hyde: No. 7 

Graham: Not really, yeah.  8 

Hyde: But in regards to your quote "pain in the ass," um --  9 

Graham: Oh, you couldn't record.  Oh, my, God.  10 

Hyde: Maybe we amend the manual D requirement but keep the 11 

manual S & J, so that way the duct and how it's laid 12 

out is up to you as the contractor if it's not life-13 

safety and continue with just the equipment sizing and 14 

the load calc portion.   15 

Stahl: There you go.  16 

Graham: Yeah.  17 

Hyde: Okay.  Because that's been thrown around.  18 

Stahl: After hearing that, that sounds a lot better, okay.  19 

You know the BTU you need in the house.  20 

Hyde: Right.  21 

Stahl: You know, uh, and we all know it depends on what type 22 

of, uh, hood vent they put in there.  You know, what 23 

type of makeup that we're going to be bringing in.   24 

Hyde: Okay.  25 
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Stahl: So, I mean, that can be all sized on there. 1 

Hyde: Yeah, okay.   2 

Stahl: Yeah.  3 

Hyde: Any other comments on man J?   4 

Grigsby: Zach with YMC.  The biggest thing I saw was homeowners 5 

don't know what their doing most of the time.  They 6 

don't even know what a Manual J is.  I mean, how many 7 

times have we all heard that comment, "I need a what?  8 

What is it?"   9 

Male: Had one this morning.  10 

Hyde: Mm-hmm, yeah. 11 

Grigsby: So it helps them, but then we're -- that they're also 12 

not wanting to use us. 13 

Hyde: Right, right. 14 

Grigsby: So -- and then some of this stuff where you guys have 15 

issues related to ducting of not having, like, one 16 

return plenum that's going from the basement up three 17 

stories that they're tapping into, that's a huge 18 

safety issue.  Things like that, I don't know how you 19 

balance all that out.  20 

Hyde: Okay.  21 

Grigsby: But as far as equipment sizing, a lot of times we're 22 

failing because we would feel as an industry that it 23 

should be a certain size, but we're not allowed to 24 

because the Manual J won't pass.  25 

http://www.transcriptionoutsourcing.net/


50 

 

OFFICE 720-287-3710 | FAX 303-952-9897 | WEB www.transcriptionoutsourcing.net 

1780 S. Bellaire St., Suite 400, Denver, CO 80222 
 

Hyde: Okay.  1 

Grigsby: So it's good and -- it's got its good and bad points.  2 

Hyde: In regards to that, Zach, follow up, do you think 3 

that's something the government should be mandating on 4 

the contractor is getting in the middle of our 5 

professional opinion with the Manual J and the Manual 6 

S?  If you feel, based on your professional opinion, 7 

this is the size of equipment, should the government 8 

come in and say, "Nope, you need this because it's 9 

life-safety." 10 

Male: Or I'll even add on the top of that should we be 11 

dictating that the customer can't have it 80 degrees 12 

when it's 2 degrees out if they want to pay the gas 13 

bill and vice-versa in the summer.   14 

Male: It's a hard one.  15 

Hyde: So there's no yes, no no?  Just kind of  --  16 

Male: Well, you shouldn't complain unless you've got an 17 

answer, right? 18 

Hyde: Right.  19 

Male: Or a solution.  20 

Hyde: Well, at least start the discussion because it will 21 

continue to come up.  22 

Graham: Bruce Graham again.  My solid feels is that the state 23 

has no business in anything that's not directly 24 

responsible for health and safety, and I don't see how 25 
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sizing the equipment or equipment selection for -- for 1 

efficiency, etc., has anything to do with health and 2 

safety.   3 

 4 

 While I'm saying that, I will -- will back up and say 5 

that we do need to verify fresh air because, uh, with 6 

most of these homes -- unless -- unless the inspector 7 

walks in and goes, "This house obviously breathes.  8 

You know, you can't keep a match lit in the middle of 9 

the house, you know, it obviously breathes."  So -- 10 

so, you know, why bring in fresh air into a house that 11 

doesn't need it.  12 

Hyde: Right.   13 

Graham: All -- and there's ways for the inspector to test 14 

that. 15 

Hyde: Correct.  Yes, there is.  Um, all a good conversation 16 

and all good topics that will continue to happen at 17 

upcoming board meetings and more hearings if 18 

necessary.  But my -- my intent here it to relay this 19 

information in both in opposition -- any -- of any 20 

type -- any feedback whatsoever presented to the 21 

board, so we can address these rules specifically.   22 

Grigsby: Well, Zach, with YMC.  Here's my -- here's my question 23 

with the Manual J.  24 

Hyde: Mm-hmm.   25 
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Grigsby: I get an approved Manual J, and I go to a custom home 1 

that's 3, 4, 5000 square feet, and they don't have the 2 

problem of spending 1, 2, 3 million dollars to do 3 

whatever they want to do with this house. 4 

Hyde: Right.  5 

Grigsby: I can't -- I can't make my Manual J match what 6 

originally got passed because of the new things their 7 

designer has decided to do, so I'm changing duct work 8 

around, and I've got to revamp all this stuff.  So 9 

when you guys come out to look at it, my duct work 10 

isn't even close to what the Manual J says.  11 

Hyde: Mm-hmm.   12 

Grigsby:   You know, or especially what happens up here is a 13 

remodel.  They'll buy this giant cabin and gut the 14 

whole inside --  15 

Hyde: Yeah.  16 

Grigsby: -- as a remodel.  I don't even have to have a Manual 17 

J.  18 

Hyde: Correct.  19 

Grigsby:  So how's -- you guys don't even know now what the 20 

equipment sizing is or anything else --  21 

Hyde: Right.  22 

Grigsby: -- so you're relying on the contractor to do -- to do 23 

it right.   24 

Hyde: And if it works for that remodel, why wouldn't it work 25 
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for the new construction home? 1 

Grigsby: Right.  Yeah, so --  2 

Hyde: So --  3 

Grigsby: -- so that's what I mean is it's -- it's a tough one 4 

because I'm trying to follow that Manual J, but I 5 

can't put that 20 x 16 duct in there --  6 

Hyde: Right.  7 

Grigsby: -- to do that, you know, so that happens a lot up 8 

here.  9 

Hyde: It all boils back down to the question of is it life-10 

safety?  Is it something the inspector should be 11 

enforcing?   12 

Stahl: I've got -- Butch with YMC.  Now on this fresh air 13 

that, uh, requiring to bring in where you've got a 6 14 

inch line or an 8 inch line coming in, going into -- 15 

straight into the duct work with a back-draft damper 16 

on it because you don't want air to go outside.  You 17 

want to bring it inside.   18 

Hyde: Right.  19 

Stahl: Um, myself -- I've lived in my house for, well, I 20 

built it in 2004, so that's 16, 17 years.  My fan has 21 

been running continuous.  I've never turned the fan 22 

off.   23 

Hyde: Yeah.  24 

Stahl: You know, so you get people that -- okay, so in winter 25 
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time, I had the makeup air hooked up to it, which I 1 

didn't do.  I did in the beginning, but I unhooked it 2 

after I realized, "You know, there's a lot of smoke 3 

outside." 4 

Hyde: Right.  5 

Stahl: You know, so now I'm bringing that smoke right into 6 

the house.  In the middle of winter, I could be 7 

bringing in 30 below air -- 8 

Hyde: Right.   9 

Stahl: -- into the house.  You've got people up here that are 10 

part-timers, they're gone, but they may leave that fan 11 

on continuous, and now they're bringing all that air 12 

into their house and contaminating the inside.  I -- I 13 

-- I just don’t see where there's a benefit.  Yes, 14 

there is, you know, the houses are tighter.  I guess 15 

if the house is sucking that air in, it's got to blow 16 

it back out somehow.  It's going to go escape through 17 

the bath fans, dryer vent or this or that.  18 

 19 

But, you know, we ran into a situation where a house 20 

was cold, real cold, you know, because it was bringing 21 

in that continuous air last year.   22 

Hyde: Mm-hmm.   23 

Stahl: We went out there to check on a different issue, but I 24 

realized that when I got there.  I mean, now we're 25 
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bringing, you know, a furnace is starting to short 1 

cycle because it's cooling off.  Warming up, cooling 2 

off, warming up, cooling off.  I don't know if a 3 

direct, uh, fresh air vent hooked into the duct work 4 

is the right application.  5 

Hyde: Okay.  6 

Stahl: I mean, yeah, that's -- that's the most reasonable, 7 

you know, cost effective because anything else, you'd 8 

want to temper that air coming in.   9 

Hyde: Yeah.  10 

Stahl: I think what's going on, it's rely -- relying on the 11 

equipment to temper that air coming in.  12 

Hyde: That's correct.  Bruce? 13 

Male: Back in the 70s and 80s, we had things called "Super 14 

Good Cents Homes." 15 

Hyde: Yeah.  16 

Stahl: Oh, yeah.  17 

Graham: And there was descriptions in there for fresh air that 18 

was required to keep your house from sweating and keep 19 

it from becoming a -- a, uh, a bad environment.  20 

Hyde: Right.  21 

Graham: And, uh, I think we should go back and look at some of 22 

them as being options for -- for our ventilation.   23 

I -- I think it's some -- in a lot of instances, we 24 

over -- over ventilate, which as soon as the house is 25 
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done, etc., and they get their first heating bill, the 1 

homeowner goes, "I'm shutting that thing off." 2 

Hyde: Right.  3 

Graham: You know, that type of thing.  It's kind of like the 4 

building trades.  They go to a class that and -- to 5 

get my shingles, uh, to keep the warranty on my 6 

shingles, I've got to put all this ventilation in my 7 

attic.  8 

Hyde: Right.  9 

Graham: Well, then this wind comes up and it just sucks all 10 

the heat out of the house, etc.  They're over-11 

ventilating out attics, you know, because they -- 12 

everybody's afraid they're going to lose this -- this 13 

insurance -- or -- or the warranty on -- on their 14 

shingles, etc.   15 

 16 

 So we go overboard one way, and then we've got to pull 17 

it back somewhere because that does cost us energy.  18 

It -- it -- it cost a lot of things that it shouldn't.   19 

Male: Especially the -- the mini split scenario of bringing 20 

in fresh air when you have the wall units on, and 21 

we've got to bring in ice-cold air now, somewhere --  22 

Hyde: Somewhere.  23 

Male: -- and it's not even tied into a system.  That's a 24 

tough one. 25 
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Hyde: Any recommendations there?   1 

Male: That Good Cents, wasn't that --  2 

Male: Just make it like a mandatory ERV or something, I 3 

don't know.   4 

Hyde: I can tell you that's a lie.  5 

Male: No, it won't.  6 

Hyde:  (Inaudible - 01:08:44).  It would be, like, especially 7 

with trying to keep the costs as low as possible from 8 

a regulatory standpoint, um, I can tell you that -- 9 

the previous hearing was a building hear, building and 10 

energy code, and the building code has amended their 11 

code to say, they're not even going to consider how 12 

leaky the home is, how many air changes per hour it 13 

measures.  And they just mandated every house will 14 

have mechanical ventilation.  So it's the building 15 

board that mandated it.  We are going to address it 16 

with the building board, and I hope that those of you 17 

that are directly affected within the HVAC industry, 18 

because you are, come to those hearings, as well.   19 

 20 

 Um, but they -- on a home, the way it sits right now, 21 

every home has to have mechanical ventilation.  Now, 22 

how you achieve that is up to you as the contractor.  23 

You have many different variations based on the 24 

system.  You don't always have to dump outside air 25 
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through a duct into your system or directly passively 1 

into the home.  You can do the exhaust only method and 2 

pull it in through infiltration if you can achieve it.  3 

So, I mean, it's, you know, like Bruce said, you're 4 

overcompensating in one area, and under-compensating 5 

or correcting or creating more issues in another.   6 

 7 

I can tell you one aspect that was brought to my 8 

attention is a lot of these furnaces no longer have -- 9 

a lot of them don't have stainless steel heat 10 

exchangers, and they're aluminum.  And what happens 11 

when you dump an 8 inch duct of fresh air connected to 12 

the return side of your plenum, under pressure, 13 

mechanically induced, right onto your heat exchanger.  14 

What's going to happen from a life-safety aspect?   15 

And then what happens?   16 

 17 

So, it's like, "What are we doing here?  Are we 18 

creating more of a life-safety issue by the heat 19 

exchanger cracking and dumping CO, pumping it into the 20 

house?"  It's just like, "What are we doing?  Where's 21 

the life-safety aspect here?"  So fresh air is 22 

continual conversation that we'll need to address, not 23 

only with our heating board but also our Idaho 24 

Building Code Board, and say, "Hey, maybe there's 25 
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another way to look at this.  Maybe seven air changes 1 

per hour was, you know, not as cost efficient as we 2 

thought when the ramifications or solutions were to 3 

create a potential life-safety issue."  So it's good 4 

conversation that will be continued.   5 

 6 

Anything else code-wise?  Um, I'm trying to think of 7 

other conversations that we've had in these hearing in 8 

the past out of the last eight.  9 

Graham: While we're on the subject of fresh air --  10 

Hyde: Mm-hmm.   11 

Graham: -- there's a huge discrepancy -- huge difference 12 

between commercial and residential.  So -- so we've 13 

requiring all this fresh air to come into our 14 

residential buildings, but when we get out into the 15 

public buildings, schools, etc., we see it from 16 

windows are okay to you've got to bring in massive 17 

amounts of fresh air, okay.  Depends on who's 18 

screaming that I don't want to bring in fresh air on 19 

what they get away with, etc.   20 

 21 

So the commercial, uh, and I'm just talking public -- 22 

public buildings, uh, can get away with murder, you 23 

know, so to say in regards to this fresh air.  But 24 

then -- then they mandate all this fresh air and -- 25 
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efficiencies and dah-dah-dah on -- on the residential.  1 

So I think we're over -- overdoing everything on the 2 

residential, and we're not paying enough attention to 3 

the commercial.  4 

Hyde: Thank you, Bruce.  Valid point.  There's a large 5 

difference between residential ventilation and 6 

commercial ventilation, mechanical versus natural.  7 

The commercial code allows for natural ventilation.  8 

Openable doors and windows.  If the opening equates to 9 

4% of your square footage, that's enough ventilation, 10 

commercial.  We don't have that option for 11 

residential.   12 

 13 

So it poses the question, should we?  We did in the 14 

past.  Or should we not have natural ventilation for 15 

commercial, and it should all be mechanical 16 

ventilation?  Those are the -- those are good topics 17 

of conversation.  18 

Male: And keeping in mind that mechanical ventilation is 19 

only as good as -- as long as it's maintained and 20 

doesn't fail.   21 

Hyde: Correct.  22 

Grigsby: On the code -- Zach with YMC.  My question is, is on 23 

the bath fan -- because we have so many electricians 24 

that have never probably looked at these codes at all.   25 
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Hyde: Mm-hmm.   1 

Grigsby: When that -- are you -- is that still a soft area with 2 

the size of the bath fan venting because I'm still 3 

getting them putting in 3-inch bath fans in brand new 4 

construction.  5 

Hyde: I can tell you from a mechanical code standpoint out 6 

of the 2018, that if it's flex, you're not going to be 7 

able to install a 3-inch at all.  It has to be hard 8 

pipe.  And that's on the table --  9 

Male: Without reinforcing the table is what I'm saying to 10 

the T -- to a T right now.  11 

Hyde: Correct.  When it comes to the duct length, yes.   12 

Male: Okay.  13 

Hyde: When it comes to the aspect of exhaust ventilation or 14 

to achieve mechanical ventilation with the fan and the 15 

switch? 16 

Male: Right.  17 

Hyde: Is that what --  18 

Male: No, just the bath fan and exhaust --  19 

Hyde: Got you. 20 

Male: -- by itself.  Just the bath fan issue.  21 

Hyde: Because in our statute, there's an agreement between 22 

electrical and HVAC that allows electricians to run 23 

exhaust duct work.  They should be installing it 24 

 and -- the electrical inspectors should be inspecting 25 
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it to the mechanical code, and they should be 1 

enforced.   2 

   3 

Now because our electrical inspectors don't carry all 4 

three of these books, our mechanical inspector will 5 

look at it, and he will write it up on behalf of the 6 

electrical inspector to essentially, the electrical 7 

contractor.  But a lot of times that doesn't go to the 8 

electrical contractor, and it comes to you initially.  9 

Male: Okay.  Out there is like a implantation going on --  10 

Hyde:  Initially.   11 

Male: Okay, but that's over? 12 

Hyde: That's over, correct.  13 

Male: Okay.  All right.   14 

Stahl: So if it's 3 inch, can you increase it to 4 --  15 

Hyde: You could.  16 

Stahl: -- and then get away with the -- the flex.   17 

Hyde:  Only for a certain amount of (inaudible - 01:15:17), 18 

and I'm saying -- I think it's under 15 feet, if I 19 

remember right.  20 

Stahl: And that depends on the CFM of the fan.  21 

Hyde:  Correct.  22 

Stahl: And usually they're only around 40.   23 

Hyde: Right.  24 

Stahl: 40, 45 on a 3-inch.  25 
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Hyde: Right, and a lot of those are installed by the 1 

electrical contractor --   2 

Stahl: Yeah.   3 

Hyde: -- not the heating contractor.  4 

Stahl: Yeah.  5 

Hyde: So --  6 

Stahl: They're only saving about 20 bucks from buying a good 7 

one.  8 

Hyde: We're talking about code limits here.  Do we feel like 9 

there's a life safety aspect for how far you can run a 10 

3-inch flex duct? 11 

Stahl: I don't think I ever have in my life ran a 3-inch 12 

flex.   13 

Hyde: Should there be a limitation on 4-inch flex duct? 14 

Should you be able to run that 25, 50 feet?  15 

Stahl: Depending on the fan.  16 

Hyde: But should the government come in and tell you how far 17 

you can run that from a life-safety aspect? 18 

Stahl: I don't see it being a life -- no.  19 

Hyde: No? 20 

Stahl: No.   21 

Graham:  Well, when we get into the health side -- if -- if -- 22 

if we're -- if we're -- if we're into health, and 23 

we've got to remove -- make -- make sure that we're 24 

not pooling.  We also have to make sure that we don't 25 
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oversize this ventilation because we'll pull water up 1 

there, it'll condense.  And, uh, also ventilation, um, 2 

terminations.  That's a very, very good subject.  For 3 

years, the electricians used to just dump the bath 4 

fans into the attic --  5 

Stahl: Yeah.  6 

Graham:  -- or get them over there close to the soffit, and -- 7 

and -- and I've been in -- through attic after attic 8 

after attic doing mold remediation.  So --  9 

Hyde: I can tell you --  10 

Graham: That's where the health comes in.  11 

Hyde: -- based on the definition of this code, any bath fan 12 

or range hood exhaust duct is considered environmental 13 

air.  It's not considered hazardous.  It's not 14 

considered a health concern.  It does say you cannot 15 

dump it in a crawl or an attic for mold concern 16 

because of what it will generate.  But it's not 17 

considered a life-safety standpoint at all.   18 

Graham: Okay.  19 

Hyde: So why do we make it be 3 feet away from bathroom 20 

window or openable windows back into the house?  It’s 21 

where the code contradicts itself from a life-safety 22 

aspect.  Nobody wants to smell it, but -- but it's -- 23 

Graham: But is shouldn't -- but it shouldn't be.  24 

Hyde: It shouldn't be, and then, you know, if that's 25 
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something we can amend and get rid of and make our 1 

lives a little easier, I say our -- HVAC industry's 2 

life a little easier code enforcement wise --  3 

Graham: You make our lives easier if it's easier for you.   4 

Hyde: Exactly.   5 

Male: We're running into these custom homes, and -- which 6 

can -- but they have so many exhaust fans, but they 7 

don't have a way to get them out.   8 

Hyde: Right.  9 

Male: We do 16 --  10 

Stahl:  17.  11 

Male:  -- 17 and 1/2's. 12 

Hyde:  (Inaudible - 01:18:06) exhaust ventilation.  13 

Stahl: It's only a five-bath house.   14 

Male: So this is the stuff we're running into, is they don't 15 

give us the room to even get this stuff out.  And, 16 

yeah, we've got to join them and make them one, you 17 

know, and put back draft.  It's -- it's just a 18 

nightmare.  19 

Hyde:  Yeah.  I mean, these are -- I'm just going to add 20 

these topics to the list --  21 

Male: Right.  22 

Hyde: -- if you don't mind for further discussion.  23 

Male: Minimize the 3 feet to an open window would help a lot 24 

if it's not -- you know what I mean?  Because a lot of 25 
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them --  1 

Graham: By definition, environmental air is not considered 2 

hazardous or a contaminate source that affects health.  3 

Stahl: So we can have them closer than 3 feet? 4 

Hyde: No, it contradicts itself, and it says you have to be 5 

a minimum of 3 feet, unfortunately.  6 

Male: Sounds like and IDAPA amendment.  7 

Hyde: I'll add that to the list.  8 

Stahl: Yeah.  9 

Male:  It would make Bruce and Butch really happy.  Um, do we 10 

want to do that, though? 11 

Hyde: Again, we have 10 minutes left.  I just want to open 12 

it up, if there's anything that you've been exposed to 13 

from a code or any of the sections listed in IDAPA, 14 

inspector qualifications, inspection types, permits, 15 

licensing, this is your -- this is your opportunity to 16 

initiate and start the conversation for change.   17 

Wennenburg:  Sam Wennenburg, Mastercraft.  One thing we have  18 

personally seen in the field.  There typically tends 19 

to be issues when it comes to framing inspectors and 20 

our inspectors --  21 

Hyde: Okay.  22 

Wennenburg:  -- as far as fire stops, fire mitigation, um, stuff 23 

is, uh, reducing the spread of a fire, um, and we've 24 

also had issues where, like, electrical, HVAC and 25 
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plumbing, stuff like that will come in (inaudible - 1 

01:19:56), and there's no fire breaks for their stuff, 2 

but yet, as long as our venting is going through, it's 3 

fine.  One thing we would like to see changed is have 4 

that code kind of become more uniform.  5 

Hyde: Okay.  6 

Wennenburg:  That when they come around a fire place or a  7 

(inaudible - 01:20:04), have that be known -- it's 8 

like fire stops, fire breaks, everything.  What is 9 

considered a fire stop?  What's not?  Because there's 10 

a lot of discrepancy across the board from that, um, 11 

because we'll get our builders to show there's no fire 12 

stops.  It's like, "Uh, you need fire stops."  "What?  13 

And now our building inspector didn't require it."  So 14 

it -- just stuff like that --  15 

Hyde: Okay.  16 

Wennenburg: -- I would like to see changed.  17 

Hyde: Okay.  No, I appreciate that.  And I made sure with 18 

the building board -- and figure out where in IDAPA, 19 

whether it's building, HVAC, electrical, plumbing or 20 

all of them, where we need to add something -- some 21 

language in there for that specifically.  Thank you.  22 

That has not come up.  That is new.   23 

Grigsby: One thing that -- that --  24 

Hyde: Zach Grigsby with YMC. 25 
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Grigsby:  -- Zach Grigsby, YMC. 1 

Hyde:  I know you, but the record --  2 

Grigsby:  Okay.  We have a big issue with these custom home 3 

owners are buying these fireplaces that they saw on a 4 

website somewhere, their buddy told them, and they're 5 

not here, but we're done.  They're done.  Nobody can 6 

do anything, so we can't officially pass the whole 7 

entire rough-in because we're waiting on some piece of 8 

equipment that may be here next year. 9 

Hyde: Okay.   10 

Grigsby:  Some things like that, so is there a way between our  11 

  gas-piping into their fireplace --  12 

Hyde: Mm-hmm.   13 

Grigsby: -- something could be amended to allow us to pass our  14 

rough-in inspection or that that's like a separate 15 

permit or separate something, the hook-up of that 16 

appliance in a new construction type of a thing 17 

because we really are -- it's -- it's starting to 18 

become a problem with --  19 

Hyde: An issue.  20 

Grigsby:  -- getting equipment here.   21 

Hyde: Totally understand, yeah.  Any -- and I'm glad you 22 

brought this up.  Thank you.  I wanted to talk about 23 

the global supply chain that we're dealing with -- 24 

with this COVID stuff.  Um, in that regard, there are 25 

http://www.transcriptionoutsourcing.net/


69 

 

OFFICE 720-287-3710 | FAX 303-952-9897 | WEB www.transcriptionoutsourcing.net 

1780 S. Bellaire St., Suite 400, Denver, CO 80222 
 

parameters, and you -- I -- I -- not to throw you off 1 

(inaudible - 01:22:08), but if you would call Mike and 2 

work that out, you may have to leave something exposed 3 

or open or permitted at a later date, but we can work 4 

with you.  We do have the processes in place to do so. 5 

Grigsby: Like an AC or a heat pump that we can't install in the 6 

winter time.  7 

Hyde: Just like that.  Okay, we just may want to see it.  At 8 

a certain point in time, you'll need to have it open 9 

in order to make that connection in this instance.  10 

Um, similar with the appliance to the flue, so we'll 11 

want to leave that exposed and open and not enclosed, 12 

but we will definitely work with you.   13 

Grigsby: Okay.  14 

Stahl: Speaking of working with you, I really appreciate you 15 

guys finally getting an inspector up there that, uh, 16 

is willing to work with us.   17 

Hyde: Thank you.  That's -- that’s kudos to that man right 18 

there with the yellow notepad.   19 

Male: Oh, he's not even here.  Bruce?  Bruce Graham was in 20 

here.  21 

Hyde:  He's a busy man.  22 

Graham: One more thing I'd like to bring up is, it seems like 23 

our inspectors are getting trained on coming out and 24 

inspecting to see what -- we've got two registers  25 
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in -- in a room when we said we was going to have two 1 

on the plan, and we might’ve reduced it to one, you 2 

know, etc., etc., or checking to see how many windows 3 

there are or the stickers on -- on -- efficiency 4 

stickers on the windows, etc., etc., but we're missing 5 

the boat on safety.  6 

Hyde: Okay.  7 

Graham:   And personally, I think the number one thing that the 8 

-- the inspector -- and everybody's going to cry 9 

because -- because what I'm going to say is going to 10 

cause some real problems with scheduling.  But I think 11 

the inspector needs to come out and verify whether -- 12 

if it's new construction, he's probably already looked 13 

at the gas pressure test on -- on -- on the rough-in.   14 

 15 

But if it's a change-out, he needs to see that gas 16 

pressure test, he needs to see -- see the soap test, 17 

and he needs to do a -- a heat rise on -- on that 18 

piece of equipment.  That heat rise is going to be 19 

labeled on the tag what's acceptable, and that's going 20 

to tell you whether -- that you've got enough duct 21 

work or -- or you need to add more duct work or you've 22 

got this equipment oversized or in the case of 23 

somebody forgot to convert it, and you're firing it 24 

off of natural gas orifices, it's going to tell real 25 
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quick, okay.  These are the safety concerns that I 1 

think we've totally missed the boat on, and we're -- 2 

we're constantly working on stuff that doesn't matter, 3 

and leaving -- and -- and nobody's ever checking the 4 

real life-safety issues.    5 

Hyde:  Thank you, Bruce.   6 

Grigsby: No, that's all of us because I -- I go see installers 7 

all the time, and I did, when I was working with you 8 

guys, there's no way to verify that they've even 9 

started this up and ran it correctly because we don't 10 

check that.  We just see that it's installed 11 

correctly.   12 

Hyde: Yep.  13 

Grigsby: And having that be mandatory would stop so many 14 

problems.  15 

Stahl: Add it to their scheduling.  16 

Graham: It's a scheduling issue.  It's a tough -- it's tough 17 

one.  18 

Stahl: It's a tough one, yeah, but a good one.  19 

Hyde: We, I mean, we can be innovative here.  We have the 20 

opportunity.  Um, we can get devices in order to 21 

verify that.  I just -- looking at it from a -- I -- I 22 

can see the life-safety aspect, most certainly, but 23 

what does that look like when we don't hit the correct 24 

temperature code-wise?  We'd have to really bend the 25 
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code from a manufacturer's installation instruction 1 

standpoint, not to push the UMC, but the UMC does have 2 

an appendix that says QM.  It's all about that portion 3 

and the steps that we have to take in order to verify 4 

that, and it is a code adoption, so it's out there, 5 

and we could follow it.  But that's a very good point.  6 

Thank you.   7 

Grigsby: Well, what we can put, like, some kind of 8 

documentation that we did test it, and you guys could 9 

just do random tests --  10 

Hyde: Okay.  11 

Grigsby:  And if -- and if that came back that ours was false, 12 

we could get a NOV or something.   13 

Hyde: Maybe not an NOV, but maybe we check more of --  14 

Grigsby: (Inaudible - 01:26:17) 15 

Hyde: Right.   16 

Grigsby:  Yeah.  17 

Hyde: But, no, we could do that, but that -- we can look 18 

into doing that.   19 

Stahl: Wouldn't that kind of fall back on your hiring your -- 20 

I mean, in your training, you're hiring the qualified 21 

people to be putting these -- this equipment in.  I 22 

mean --  23 

Hyde: To a degree.   24 

Graham: But as a business owner, if there's two things I want 25 
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another set of eyes on is that gas pressure and -- and 1 

-- and soaping, and -- and then that startup.  I -- I 2 

want to know that thing's not -- not over-fired and 3 

going to overheat that duct work and -- and what not.   4 

 The same thing with the homeowner installation.   5 

Hyde: Yeah.  6 

Graham: Homeowner installation, that startup is very 7 

important.   8 

Hyde: Yeah.  We do most certainly on natural gas water 9 

heaters, it's got to be firing and operational to 10 

verify it's venting properly --  11 

Graham: Yeah.  12 

Hyde: -- especially when it's inside the living space, so we 13 

already take measures and approaches to certain -- 14 

certain installations already very similar, so it 15 

would be minor tweaks, but may have to do some code 16 

amendments for that one, but I'll definitely bring it 17 

up as we go forward.  Anything else?  We've got a 18 

couple more minutes?  Anybody else would like to add? 19 

Yes, Jason, thank you.  20 

Hudson: Jason Hudson, Idaho AFLCIO, and just for the record, 21 

related to the earlier discussion -- a couple of 22 

different aspects of the earlier discussion about the 23 

breadth and depth of the trade and how different some 24 

of the residential work and the residential 25 
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requirements can be from the commercial and industrial 1 

requirements.   2 

 3 

I reached out to both, uh, J. R. Finley, Business 4 

Agent for Sheet Metal, Local 55 and Brandon Latham for 5 

103, who between the two of them represent over 600 6 

HVAC journeyman in the state, and both of them said 7 

that they would be supportive of the idea of exploring 8 

going down the road of creating a separate residential 9 

license from a commercial and industrial license so 10 

long as standards could be maintained in the, you 11 

know, the requirements for each were -- were 12 

appropriate, and the high standards were maintained.  13 

But, you know, there is an opportunity, I think, to -- 14 

to build consensus and going down that and separating 15 

those two.  16 

Male: Thank you.  17 

Male: Thank you.   18 

Hyde: If there's not anything else, we'll let the plumbing 19 

get started.  Um, I appreciate you guys being here.   20 

Stahl: Actually, I do.  21 

Hyde: Do you? 22 

Stahl: Uh, Butch with YMC.  Now, from my understanding if 23 

you're -- okay, say you need to install an ERV.  24 

Hyde: Mm-hmm.   25 
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Stahl: Okay.  Now, what that's doing -- we all know what it 1 

does.  It brings in fresh air and kicks out the still 2 

air.  Okay, why does -- why do we have to vent out the 3 

still air to the outside?  Why can't it go vent right 4 

into a crawl space and to a vent that comes out of the 5 

crawl?  That way we can do -- and that's considered a 6 

mechanical vent in the crawl.   7 

Hyde: We can add that as an amendment topic.  I can tell you 8 

the way the current code reads is it says all exhaust 9 

-- any exhaust --  10 

Stahl: Has to be outside. Now but the this -- I mean, this --  11 

Hyde: And it's filtered.  12 

Stahl: In a sense, yeah.  13 

Hyde: It is filtered and, you know, back to our point of 14 

environmental air.  If we're dumping house air into 15 

the crawl as the house took the bypass for those poor 16 

venting crawl spaces, what's the difference, then, in 17 

ERV if that crawl has an exhaust?  There's some ways, 18 

some language.  We would have to do some amendments, 19 

but I'll throw that on there as a topic of 20 

conversation if you'd like, HRV or ERV?   21 

Stahl: Yeah, either/or.  22 

Hyde: Okay.   23 

Stahl:   Typically, we're ERV in this area.  What are you up 24 

there? 25 
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Graham: We're ERV.  1 

Male: We're ERV.   2 

Hyde: Okay.  Well --  3 

Stahl: Because I've heard it being said that, you know, we 4 

can cut a hole in the floor --  5 

Hyde: Yeah.  6 

Stahl: -- of a bedroom or in a closest and then put a 7 

mechanical vent.  You know, one of them, uh, vent -- 8 

foundation vent fans on their.  Okay, now that's 9 

running and bringing the air out of the house because 10 

it's crawl.  11 

Hyde: Correct.  What's the difference? 12 

Stahl: What's the difference between that and ERV? 13 

Hyde: Especially when an ERV removes that moisture content .  14 

Stahl: Yeah.   15 

Hyde: It's a good argument.  16 

Stahl: And then it goes back to the same issue that I was 17 

saying earlier about my fan running 24 hours a day, 18 

365 days a year.  You've got that, you know, here's 19 

that fan, it's running our there.  It's pulling out 20 

that inside air out of the house.  You're depleting it 21 

of inside of air.   22 

Hyde: No, I appreciate it.  All good conversation.  I can't 23 

say thank you enough for attending.  Um, these 24 

meetings are not always easy to attend during busy 25 
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times like this, so thank you.  And if you have any 1 

thoughts or comments over the next weeks, months, 2 

year, give me a call, send me an email.   3 

Male: So your emails haven't changed? 4 

Hyde: No, emails haven't changed.  5 

Male: Okay.   6 

Hyde: Emails are the same for now.  But, thank you.  7 

Male: Thank you.  8 

 9 

 10 

 11 

 12 

 13 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 19 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 24 

 25 
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