
Change in Homeowner’s Electrical Permitting Process 

Effective October 26, 2016 

 

The Idaho Electrical Board in its meeting on October 20th, decided to endorse a change in the statutory 
language defining the “homeowners’ exemption” in Idaho Code.  In endorsing the change, the board 
reaffirmed its longstanding belief that homeowners should be allowed to perform residential wiring 
within the confines of the property comprising the property owner’s primary or secondary residence.  
Along with the change in wording comes some additional verbiage stipulating that the board may limit 
the exemption with respect to special circumstances where the wiring installation requires knowledge 
and capabilities beyond those of the average homeowner.  The revised language of the exemption, as 
approved by the board is: 

“The licensing provisions of this chapter shall not apply to: (a) Any property owner performing electrical 
work on the owner’s primary or secondary residence.  This exemption is limited to residential electrical 
work performed by the property owner on or directly about a one or two family dwelling unit, and 
includes accessory buildings, quarters and grounds in connection with such dwelling, so long as such 
structures and property locations are used for non-commercial purposes.  The Idaho electrical board 
may limit this exemption with respect to electrical installations involving special occupancies, special 
equipment, and special conditions as determined by the board.  The property owner shall comply with 
the minimum standards and rules applicable to electrical installations provided by this chapter.”  

The action taken by the board allows the division of building safety to substantially return to what 
had previously been the normal process for issuing residential electrical permits to property owners.  
As such, property owners may now apply for permits to perform residential wiring on their primary 
and secondary residence, including outside wiring to service poles and outbuildings.   

Please note that homeowners are still not allowed to perform commercial wiring or to perform 
electrical installation work involving special occupancies, special equipment, and special conditions as 
defined in the National Electrical Code and outlined on the attached pages.  Should our electrical 
inspector determine that a property owner has performed work not allowed under a property owner 
permit, the owner will be required to hire a licensed electrical contractor to complete those portions 
of the installation. 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 5 Special Occupancies 

Hazardous Locations: 

506 Locations for Combustible Dusts or Ignitable Fibers/Flyings (Manufacturing Cabinets and woodwork) 

511 Commercial Garages, Repair and Storage (Sole proprietors want to do these) 

513 Aircraft Hangers (We have had some of these with living quarters on top) 

514 Motor Fuel Dispensing Facilities (Many farms and agricultural operations will have these) 

516 Spray Application, Dipping, Coating, and Printing Processes Using Flammable Combustible Materials 
(Paint booths and powder coating operations) 

518 Assembly Occupancies (we have had individuals build 4000 square foot assembly occupancies while 
they are building houses) they use these for weddings and similar events. 

520-540 

547 Agricultural Buildings 

550 Mobile homes, Manufactured Homes and Mobile Home Parks 

551 Recreational Vehicles and Recreational Vehicle parks (We have had several individuals want to 
install RV parks on their land) 

552 Park Trailers 

553 Floating Buildings 

555 Marinas, Boatyards and Commercial and Noncommercial Docking Facilities 

590 Temporary Installations (beyond normal residential wiring) 

Chapter 6 Special Equipment 

600 Electric Signs and Outline Lighting 

604 Manufactured Wiring Systems 

605 Office Furnishings 

610 Cranes and Hoists 

620 Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Escalators, Platform Lifts and Stairway Chairlifts 

625 Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 

626 Electrified Truck Parking Spaces 



630 Electric Welders 

640-670 

675 Electrically Driven or Controlled Irrigation Machines 

680 Swimming Pools, Fountains and Similar Installations 

682 Natural and Artificially Made Bodies of Water 

685 Integrated Electrical Systems 

690 PV (Solar electric installations) 

691 Large Scale PV 

692 Fuel Cell Systems 

694 Wind Electric Systems 

685 Fire Pumps 

Chapter 7 Special Conditions 

700 Emergency Systems 

701 Legally Required Standby Systems 

702 Optional Standby Systems 

705 Interconnected Electric Power Production Sources 

706 Energy Storage Systems 

710 Stand-alone Systems 

712 DC Micro Grids 

 


