Elevator Stakeholder Meeting
Wednesday, November 5, 2008

Division of Building Safety (DBS)

1090 East Watertower Street

Meridian, Idaho 83642

Note: The following report is not intended to be a verbatim transcript of the discussions at the meetings; it is intended to record the significant features of those discussions.

Al Caine, DBS Industrial Safety Program Manager, began the meeting at 8:30 A.M by introducing DBS Administrator, Kelly Pearce. Administrator Pearce welcomed the attendees and briefly reviewed the Division’s mission statement, reiterating the focus on safety prevention, rather than incident response. He informed the audience the current newsletter is available at the handout table and Al noted that it contained an excellent article on elevators. 
Al said the purpose of this meeting is to answer questions, clarify issues, and promote open communication lines between DBS, elevator companies, and owners. He explained that he wanted to define the role of interested parties. 
Al reviewed the history of the Elevator Safety Codes and 2004 Elevator Safety Act, noting the purpose of the Act provides safety of life and limb to the public while riding in elevators. The exemptions of the Act include private residences, federally-owned facilities, elevators permanently removed from service, and conveyances temporarily erected for use during construction. 
Inspection types, goals, operational impact, and common questions were discussed. Al noted reports and findings of inspections will have a code reference. 

He informed the audience that DBS works for the public, enforcing the regulations the industry sets.

The process of adopting of codes was reviewed. The state adopted the 2004 version of codes in April of 2008, and Al informed the audience if the 2007 version was to be adopted, code books would have to be replaced and that could prove to be quite expensive. An alternative would be to wait until the 2010 codes were available and adopt those. Industrial Safety will be sending out information within the next year to address this situation. 
The audience was then encouraged to ask questions. An individual asked if DBS had a list of regulated elevators on their website. Al answered no, a list is not currently available, but did note that information should be available when the new software is in place. Some attendees asked about elevator forms DBS uses; the website is now up-to-date with the most current forms. A question was also asked about the tracking system DBS has in place for annual and five-year inspections. Al informed the audience Industrial Safety has improved this system and will be able to efficiently notify companies when their inspections and fees are due. A question was asked about the timeframe DBS allows for elevators to be repaired following an inspection. Al responded 
the elevator has to pass inspection well enough (not a life safety issue) to get a certificate to operate and the company would be given a reasonable amount of time (30-90 days) to correct the problems. 
At the close of this meeting Al thanked everyone for attending and said an Elevator Stakeholder Meeting will be held in Coeur d’Alene on December 9, 2008 at the Idaho Transportation Department. 
