
IDAHO PLUMBING BOARD 
VIDEOCONFERENCE MEETING 

 
Thursday – May 10, 2012 – 9:30 a.m. (MT) 

 
Division of Building Safety 

1090 East Watertower Street, Suite 150, Meridian, Idaho 
1250 Ironwood Drive, Suite 220, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 

2055 Garrett Way, Building 1, Suite 4, Pocatello, Idaho  
 

NOTE: The following report is not intended to be a verbatim transcript of the discussions at the meeting, 
but is intended to record the significant features of those discussions. 

 
Chairman Milford Terrell called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m. (MT) 
 
Board Members Present: DBS Staff Members Present: 
Milford Terrell, Chairman C. Kelly Pearce, Administrator 
Dan Long, Vice-Chairman Steve Keys, Deputy Administrator, Operations 
Matt Gardner Janice Foster, Deputy Administrator, Administration 
Gilbert Pond  Patrick Grace, Deputy Attorney General 
 John Nielsen, Plumbing Program Manager 
 Rod Freligh, Regional Manager, Region 1 
 Chris Jensen, Regional Manager, Region 3 
  Dave Decker, Financial Specialist 
 Renee Bryant, Administrative Assistant 2/Board Secretary 
 
Gordon Smythe, Public-At-Large representative, resigned his position on the Idaho Plumbing 
Board.  Chairman Terrell acknowledged Mr. Smythe and his contributions to the Board and 
state of Idaho.  
 

 Open Forum 
Public Comments – Russ Goyen, Idaho Association of Building Officials (IDABO) 
representative, expressed a desire to offer input; specifically to items four “Public Testimony – 
Update the Administrative Rules to Reflect the Adoption of the Idaho State Plumbing Code” 
and seven “Definition of Plumbing System--Liquid and Fuel Gas Piping”.   
 

 Approval of May 10, 2012 Agenda  
MOTION:  Dan Long made a motion to approve the May 10, 2012 agenda as written.  Matt 
Gardner seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

 Approval of February 23, 2012 Minutes  
MOTION:  Gilbert Pond made a motion to approve the February 23, 2012 minutes as presented.  
Dan Long seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

 Negotiated Rulemaking Process 
Senate bill 1366 passed the 2012 legislature and became effective April 5, 2012.  The bill 
amends existing law to provide statutory procedures for negotiated rulemaking and to provide 
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for notices of rulemaking to be placed on an agency's website.  Deputy Attorney General Patrick 
Grace provided a brief explanation of the negotiated rulemaking process. 

  
Milford Terrell asked Patrick Grace to provide the definition of “working board 
meeting/session” as it concerns the Board.   
 
ACTION:  Patrick Grace will provide a definition of “working board meeting/session” at the 
July Board meeting.  
 
It is the agency’s responsibility to demonstrate the fiscal impact to all entities affected by the 
negotiated rulemaking process.  Currently, the Division spends an inordinate amount of time 
with seven Boards to go through this procedure.  Milford Terrell suggested the DBS inform the 
governor of the costs it incurs. 
 
ACTION:  Kelly Pearce will report to the governor the cost the agency incurs to comply with 
the negotiated rulemaking process. 
 
A. J. Maupin, Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ), explained the procedure 
IDEQ has in place for negotiated rulemaking.  Milford Terrell expressed the Division continue 
with the process it has already established.  
 

 Public Testimony – Update the Administrative Rules to Reflect the Adoption of the Idaho 
 State Plumbing Code 

John Nielsen provided an overview of the proposed changes to the current chapters of the 
plumbing rules; specifically chapter six which pertains to the Uniform Plumbing Code/Idaho 
State Plumbing Code.   
 
Chapters three and four were discussed under agenda item six “Color Definition of Inspections 
Tags”. 
 
Code books will be available in a “read only” format at the Division’s Coeur d’Alene, Pocatello, 
and Meridian offices, and on its website http://dbs.idaho.gov.  
 
On behalf of IDEQ, Mr. Maupin proposed the following text be included in modifications 
proposed to IDAPA 07.02.06 – Rules Concerning Idaho State Plumbing Code:  “39. Chapter 
16: Plumbing for a grey water system from the fixture to the tank shall be inspected by the 
Plumbing Bureau.  The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (IDEQ) shall have 
jurisdiction from the tank to the point of disposal.  Setbacks and soil requirements shall be the 
responsibility of IDEQ.” 
 
Patrick Grace will work with IDEQ; clarifying the above language with regard to the line of 
demarcation.     
 
ACTION:  Patrick Grace will work with IDEQ, rewrite the changes to IDAPA 07.02.06 with 
regard to grey water, and present it as a second reading at the July 26, 2012 Board meeting.  
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 Commercial Plumbing--Idaho Code § 54-2602 
There is confusion on the definitions of “alterations”, “repairs”, and “replacements” and 
whether non-licensed individuals working for owners of commercial buildings can alter, repair 
or replace plumbing equipment.     

 
State and local inspectors agree inspections should be required when alterations are made in 
commercial buildings.  Although inspections are a concern, this is a licensure issue. 
 
The Division was asked to define the words “alteration”, “repair”, and “replacement”; bringing 
the information to the July 2012 Board meeting.  Staff was also asked to provide clarification on 
the following questions: 1) What is considered a “replacement”; 2) In commercial buildings, 
what item, if any, should be inspected upon alteration, repair or replacement, 3) What type of 
license, if any, is needed to replace equipment; i.e., non-licensed individual, plumbing 
journeyman, or plumbing master/contractor. 

 
ACTION:  For the July 2012 meeting, John Nielsen will define the words “alteration”, “repair”, 
and “replacement”.  Also, provide clarification on the following questions:  1) What is 
considered a “replacement”; 2) What item in commercial buildings, if any, should be inspected 
once altered, repaired or replaced; 3) What type of license, if any, is required to replace 
equipment; i.e., non-licensed individual, plumbing journeyman, or plumbing master/contractor. 
 

 Color Definition of Inspection Tags 
John Nielsen recapped the previously proposed changes to IDAPA 07.02.03 and 07.02.04.  
  
The following proposed rule change to IDAPA 07.02.04.011.04 would link the two rules 
together:  “Inspection Tags for Unacceptable Plumbing. Red: Not acceptable, and Correction 
Notice: when attached to the plumbing system means that the plumbing is not acceptable and 
that corrections will be required. Also, a reinspection and reinspection fee for such installations 
shall be required in accordance with IDAPA 07.02.03, “Rules Governing Permit Fee Schedule,” 
section 011, subsection 06.”  Milford Terrell was agreeable with the recommendation. 
 

 Definition of Plumbing System--Liquid and Fuel Gas Piping 
A subcommittee comprised of two plumbing and two HVAC board members discussed the 
definition of plumbing system.  Medical gas is in the plumbing code but not statute.  As a safety 
issue, the subcommittee recommended medical gas be included in the plumbing statute and 
require a plumbing inspection.  
 
Medical gas is currently tested and certified by qualified inspectors from the private sector and 
is outside the state’s jurisdiction.  Milford Terrell was adamant medical gas not be added to the 
plumbing statute; going so far as to state he would oppose a proposal all the way to the 
statehouse.  The chairman suggested the subcommittee meet to further discuss medical gas; 
finding a more suitable location other than the plumbing statute, and revising the language.  
Gilbert Pond recommended the topic “medical gas” be addressed at a future meeting.  Chairman 
Terrell so ordered. 
 
ACTION:  For the July 2012 meeting, Gilbert Pond will bring forth redefined language and 
possible relocation on the topic “medical gas”.    
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The subcommittee also recommended the following subsections be added to the existing HVAC 
code 54-5015(c):  “(ii) Gas piping; and (iii) Piping for hydronic systems; Piping for steam & hot 
water boiler systems.”  With the changes, the mechanical code stays in tact, the work to be 
installed remains under the mechanical codes, and plumbers can continue to install those 
systems, which they have been doing for years. 
 
Gilbert Pond offered to attend the May 16th Idaho HVAC Board meeting; presenting the 
proposed legislation to the Board. 
 
MOTION:  Gilbert Pond made a motion for himself to present the proposed changes in Idaho 
Code § 54-5015, with regard to the topic “Definition of Plumbing System--Liquid and Fuel Gas 
Piping”, to the HVAC Board at its May 16th meeting; recommending the Board incorporate the 
changes into the HVAC statute.  Dan Long seconded.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
ACTION:  Gilbert Pond will present the proposed changes in Idaho Code § 54-5015 with regard 
to the topic “Definition of Plumbing System--Liquid and Fuel Gas Piping” to the HVAC Board 
at its May 16th meeting. 
 

 Proposed Mechanical License 
As stated by Gilbert Pond, the topic “Proposed Mechanical License” was addressed at the 
February 2012 meeting.  At that time the Board did not want to start-up a mechanical license; 
therefore, the issue was tabled.   
 
ACTION:  The topic “Proposed Mechanical License” will be removed from the agenda until 
further notice. 

  
 Renting of Contractor Licenses 

The subcommittee came up with a proposal to create a master plumber license.  Each company 
would retain a master plumber on staff to purchase permits.  To be eligible for the master exam, 
an individual would have completed the four-year-apprenticeship program, and have been a 
journeyman for two and a half years.  

 
At the Treasure Valley Master Plumbers Association meeting on March 21, 2012, Kenny 
Calkins addressed the subcommittee’s idea.  As of today, Mr. Calkins has not received any 
written input, nor received any opposition to the proposal.   

 
Steve Keys suggested, and the Board agreed to consider, all dealings with the Division and other 
authorities having jurisdiction be in the contractor’s name, not the business name.   
 
Milford Terrell requested the subcommittee, with legal counsel’s assistance; look into 
something that identifies with the individual rather than the business.  

 
ACTION:  Dan Long will schedule a meeting with the subcommittee and Patrick Grace to 
discuss the topic “Renting of Contractor License”; bringing additional information to the July 
2012 Board meeting.  
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 CEU Training for Plumbing Contractors 
Gilbert Pond presented a proposal that would establish criteria for continuing education.  The 
Board would be responsible for approving the instructors and courses at regular Board meetings.  
 
The Board will continue to work on this topic; determining what the criteria will include and 
come up with a way to fund it.  

 
ACTION:  Gilbert Pond to address the topic “CEU Training for Plumbing Contractors” at the 
July 2012 meeting. 

 
 Plumbing Program Manager Report 

Idaho State Plumbing Code (ISPC) – The new code will be available mid-June or early July 
2012.  The Division will have one hard copy available at each of its three office locations in 
Coeur d’Alene, Pocatello, and Meridian, and on its website http://dbs.idaho.gov.  
 
The effective date of the legislation is July 1, 2012.  There will be a six-month soft 
implementation period.  Therefore, the enforcement date of the ISPC will be January 1, 2013.   
 

 Operational Report 
In the interest of time, Steve Keys deferred his report to the July meeting.   
 

 Administrator Report 
Expenditures – The Division continues to reduce expenditures.  It is with hope the plumbing 
industry has bottomed out from the current economic times.   
 
Chobani Yogurt Company – New York-based Chobani plans to build a Greek yogurt production 
plant in southeast Twin Falls.   
 
Areva – It is anticipated construction on the uranium enrichment plant will begin sometime this 
year, 2012.  
 
Meridian City – The Division continues to provide electrical inspections for the city of 
Meridian. 
 
Transportation – In the past, there had been mention of a Chinese/U.S. joint venture to possibly 
build electrical busses in the Treasure Valley.  It now appears the contract may go to the city of 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada.   
 
Years of Service – Janice Foster, Deputy Administrator of Administration, has been an 
employee with the state of Idaho for 38 years.  Ms. Foster will retire the middle of May 2012.    
 

 Old/New Business 
High-Density Polyethylene – The city of Boise has been in contact with the DBS for 
clarification on the use of high-density polyethylene (HDPE).  The Board has approved 
polyethylene and polypropylene, i.e., ‘Aquatherm’.  Polyethylene is a fitting-based pipe allowed 
as a water service line into the building.  The issue comes down to joints under the slab.  John 
Nielsen will look further into the issue; coming back to the Board with his findings.    
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ACTION:  The topic “High-Density Polyethylene” to be brought back to the July meeting as an 
informational item. 

 
 Executive Session 

An executive session was not required. 
 
MOTION:  Dan Long made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Gilbert Pond seconded.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 2:25 p.m. (MT).  
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
MILFORD TERRELL CHAIRMAN C. KELLY PEARCE, ADMINISTRATOR 
IDAHO PLUMBING BOARD DIVISION OF BUILDING SAFETY 

 
 
 
 

___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
DATE DATE 
 
07/03/2012rb 


