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IDAHO HEATING, VENTILATION AND 
AIR CONDITIONING BOARD 

VIDEOCONFERENCE MEETING 
 

Wednesday – February 13, 2013 – 9:30 a.m. (MT) 
 

Division of Building Safety 
1090 East Watertower Street, Suite 150, Meridian, Idaho 

1250 Ironwood Drive, Suite 220, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
2055 Garrett Way, Building 1, Suite 4, Pocatello, Idaho 

 
NOTE: The following report is not a verbatim transcript of the discussions at the meeting, 

 but is intended to record the significant features of those discussions. 
 

Acting Chairman Ted Sermon called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. (MT). 
 
Board Members Present:  DBS Staff Members Present: 
Ted Sermon, Vice-Chairman  C. Kelly Pearce, Administrator 
Bruce Graham  Steve Keys, Deputy Administrator-Operations 
Tim LaMott  Ron Whitney, Deputy Administrator-Administration 
Russ Goyen  Patrick Grace, Deputy Attorney General 
Bill Carter  Kathleen Watkins, Financial Manager   
  Jerry Peterson, HVAC Program Manager 
Board Members Absent:  Rod Freligh, Regional Manager, Region 1 
Dan Brizee, Chairman  Chris Jensen, Regional Manager, Region 3 
  Adam Bowcutt, Regional Supervisor, Region 3 
 Bill Hatch, Public Information Officer 
  Renee Bryant, Administrative Assistant 2/Board Secretary 
 
In the absence of Chairman Dan Brizee, Vice-Chairman Ted Sermon served as acting 
chairman. 
 

♦ Open Forum 
No items or concerns were brought forth. 
 

♦ Approval of February 13, 2013 Agenda 
MOTION:  Bill Carter made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Bruce Graham 
seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
♦ Approval of November 7, 2012 Board Meeting Minutes 

MOTION:  Bruce Graham made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Bill Carter 
seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

♦ Election of Officers 
Idaho Code § 54-5004 (4) “Idaho heating, ventilation and air condition board” states in part, 
“…  the members shall elect one (1) of their number to be chairman and one (1) of their number 
to be vice-chairman.” 
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Chairman 
MOTION:  Ted Sermon nominated Dan Brizee for chairman.  Russ Goyen seconded.  All in 
favor, motion carried. 
 
Vice-Chairman 
MOTION:  Bruce Graham nominated Ted Sermon for vice-chairman.  Bill Carter seconded.  
All in favor, motion carried. 

 
♦ Contractor Licensing Requirement for “Big Box” Vendors 

The Board has been asked to clarify the application of licensure requirements affecting the 
sale and installation of HVAC equipment by Costco stores in Idaho. 
 
A draft letter was presented to the Board for review.  It was determined additional 
information, with regard to the nature of the business operations in Idaho, was needed from 
Costco.  The Board agreed to send the letter; strongly suggesting representatives of Costco 
attend a meeting to further discuss this issue.  Ted Sermon offered to sign the letter on behalf 
of the Board. 
 
MOTION:  Tim LaMott made a motion for Patrick Grace to revise the letter to Costco, with 
the inclusion of the strong suggestion of invitation to a future Board meeting, for Ted 
Sermon’s signature.  Bill Carter seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
ACTION:  For Ted Sermon’s signature, Patrick Grace will modify the Costco letter to 
include an invitation to attend a Board meeting. 

 
♦ Prohibited Locations for Natural Draft Appliances 

The issue with make-up (combustion) air inside units, fireplaces, and vent drafting was 
discussed. 
 
Jerry Peterson offered to provide a draft rule prohibiting natural draft appliances from being 
installed inside a living space unless in a separate mechanical room with a weather type door. 
 
Russ Goyen suggested a permanent warning label be installed on the combustion air opening; 
i.e., water heater installation, retrofits or new. 
 
The Division is working with the city of Meridian to change air tightness in homes. 
 
The HVAC Board agreed to proceed with a collaborative committee to discuss the adoption 
and amendments to parts V and VI of the 2012 International Residential Code (IRC), the 
2012 International Mechanical Code (IMC), and 2012 International Fuel Gas Code (IFGC).  
Bill Carter volunteered to be on the committee. 
 
ACTION:  The Division will create a collaborative committee to discuss the possible 
adoption of parts V and VI of the 2012 IRC, 2012 IMC, and 2012 IFGC. 
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♦ HVAC Program Manager Report 
Training – The College of Western Idaho is currently offering courses on carbon monoxide 
and vent sizing.  The classes are designed for inspectors, HVAC technicians, and persons 
installing and/or servicing combustion equipment. 
 
Since the fall of 2012, Jerry Peterson has been conducting air quality training throughout 
Idaho.  The curriculum is based on ventilation, makeup air and fireplaces in air tight homes. 
 
Code Changes – Jerry Peterson reiterated, to stay in the same code book as the building 
officials, the HVAC Board will need to adopt parts V and VI of the 2012 IRC, 2012 IMC and 
2012 IFGC.   
 
Supervision – Each apprentice is required to register, 5 year increments, with DBS and maintain 
such registration during the entire period in which work experience is accrued.  Apprentices must 
also work under the supervision of a certified HVAC journeyman. 
 
Concerns addressed were:  Apprentices will try to renew registration with no schooling; career 
apprentices; and language on supervision vague; i.e., no journeyman/apprentice ratio. 
 
The Board requested Jerry Peterson provide a draft rule regarding supervision at the May 
2013 meeting. 
 
ACTION:  For the May 22, 2013 Board meeting, Jerry Peterson will draft a proposed rule in 
relation to journeyman supervision. 
 
Continuing Education – The Board asked Jerry Peterson to provide a draft rule regarding 
continuing education at the May meeting.  Training provided by DBS would qualify as 
continuing education units. 
 
ACTION:  For the May 22, 2013 meeting, Jerry Peterson will provide a draft rule in relation 
to continuing education. 
 

♦ Operational Report 
Negotiated Rulemaking – For clarity, whenever the Board wants to formulate/change a rule, 
it must go through the negotiated rulemaking process. 
 
HVAC Program – John Nielsen, Plumbing Program Manager, has been handling the majority 
of daily HVAC issues while Jerry Peterson provides energy training around the state of 
Idaho. 
 
Legislation – House Bill 26 amends the existing law relating to the installation of HVAC 
systems to establish provisions allowing individuals holding either an HVAC or plumbing 
certification to install certain piping.  The bill unanimously passed the House Business 
Committee. 
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♦ Administrator Report 
City of Meridian – In October 2012, DBS began providing mechanical inspections for the 
city of Meridian.  The Division also reviews energy compliance and provides electrical 
inspections. 
 
Testing – The HVAC licensing test is now available. 
 
Financial Report – The Idaho HVAC Board fund, FY 2013 financial statement as of 
December 31, 2012, was reviewed. 
 
Idaho Construction – Following is current and/or new construction in Idaho:  New corporate 
headquarters for Melaleuca Wellness Company, Idaho Falls; new Loves Travel Centers, 
Bonneville County; and expansion of ten to 15 lines at Chobani yogurt plant, Twin Falls. 
 
Budget Hearing – On Monday, February 18, 2013, the Division will present its budget 
proposal to the Joint Finance-Appropriations Committee.  A 1.96% increase will be 
requested to maintain the budget. 
 

♦ Adjournment 
MOTION:  Bruce Graham made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Tim LaMott seconded.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. (MT). 
 

 
 

__________________________________  __________________________________ 
TED SERMON, ACTING CHAIRMAN C. KELLY PEARCE, ADMINISTRATOR 
HEATING, VENTILATION AND DIVISION OF BUILDING SAFETY 
AIR CONDITIONING BOARD 
 
 
 
__________________________________  __________________________________ 
DATE DATE 
 
2/22/13rb  
 
 


