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IDAHO ELECTRICAL BOARD 
VIDEOCONFERENCE MEETING 

 
Thursday – April 25, 2013 – 9:30 a.m. (MT) 

 
Division of Building Safety 

1090 East Watertower Street, Suite 150, Meridian, Idaho 
1250 Ironwood Drive, Suite 220, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
2055 Garrett Way, Building 1, Suite 4, Pocatello, Idaho 

 
NOTE:  The following report is not a verbatim transcript of the discussions at the meeting;  

however, is intended to record the significant features of those discussions. 
 

Chairman Bob Scott called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. (MT). 
 
Board Members Present: DBS Staff Members Present: 
Bob Scott, Chairman C. Kelly Pearce, Administrator 
Jeff Wheeler, Vice-Chairman Steve Keys, Deputy Administrator-Operations 
Mark LaBolle Ron Whitney, Deputy Administrator-Administration 
Tim Phillips Patrick Grace, Deputy Attorney General 
Allan Perman Kathleen Watkins, Financial Manager 
Kreg Davis Rob Foster, Electrical Program Manager 
Al Frieze Rod Freligh, Regional Manager, Region 1 
Denis Duman Chris Jensen, Regional Manager, Region 3 
Dale Pippitt Terry Blessing, Regional Supervisor, Region 1 
 Adam Bowcutt, Regional Supervisor, Region 3 
 Bill Hatch, Public Information Officer 
 Renee Bryant, Administrative Assistant 2/Board Secretary 
 

♦ Open Forum 
Residential Energy Compliance – To receive funding through the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, Idaho must be 90% energy compliant by 2017.  As part of the agreement, 
Idaho adopted the 2009 International Energy Conservation Code with an implementation 
date of January 1, 2011. 
 
The only electrical-related requirement is one and two family dwellings must have 50% 
lighting efficacy.  DBS has developed a high visibility sticker to indicate where the builder is 
with compliance during construction.  Should the sticker and review service be offered to 
local jurisdictions, a memorandum of understanding will be part of the agreement wherein 
enforcement would be the sole responsibility of the building official and corrections, with 
regard to lighting compliance, would be issued to the builder. 
 
The HVAC program manager provided the HVAC/Electrical Program Manager Report for 
distribution to the Board. 
 
ACTION:  The board secretary will distribute the HVAC/Electrical Program Manager 
Report to the Board. 
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Apprentices/Journeyman Exam – Tom Brown, B & B Electric, inquired whether statistics are 
being gathered with regard to graduates and the journeyman exam, and which entity is 
administering the test. 
 
An update on the progress of the agency’s testing program was provided.  It is estimated the 
Division will begin administering the electrical journeyman exam around June or July 2013. 
 
The Division will provide an initial summary of student performance on the journeyman 
exam at the October 2013 meeting. 

 
ACTION:  For the October 2013 meeting, the Division will provide a report of student 
performance on the journeyman exam and the graduating school of the apprentice. 

 
♦ Approval of the April 25, 2013 Agenda 

MOTION:  Denis Duman made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Kreg Davis 
seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

♦ Approval of the January 24, 2013 Board Meeting Minutes 
It was noted on page two the Administrative Appeals Hearing, NOV ELE1207-0054, should 
read Alpha Electric rather than Alpine Electric. 

 
MOTION:  Mark LaBolle made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections.  Tim 
Phillips seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
♦ Election of Officers 

Idaho Code §54-1006(4) “Idaho Electrical Board” states in part, “The members of the board 
shall, at their first regular meeting following the effective date of this act and every two (2) 
years thereafter, elect by majority vote of the members of the board, a chairman … and a 
vice-chairman …”. 
 
MOTION:  Kreg Davis made a motion to reappoint Bob Scott as chairman.  Dale Pippitt 
seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
MOTION:  Denis Duman made a motion to reappoint Jeff Wheeler as vice-chairman.  Dale 
Pippitt seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

♦ Labeling and Listing Proposal 
There were significant comments to the latest draft rule, IDAPA 07.01.10, with regard to the 
labeling and listing or requirements for field evaluation amendments. 
 
Jeff Fitzloff, UL, suggested in section 011, Certification and Approval of Electrical Products 
and Materials, the word “fixtures” be replaced with “luminaires” since fixtures pertain to the 
plumbing code. 
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Dave Hill, Intertek Testing, echoed Jeff Fitzloff’s comments; clarifying that NFPA 790 is a 
standard and NFPA 791 is a recommended practice only.  Mr. Hill recommended subsection 
02.b be withdrawn as an item and incorporated into subsection 02.a.; establishing a level 
playing field for all field evaluation entities. 
 
Board member Dale Pippitt suggested the verbiage in subsection 02.b be changed from “A 
professional engineer currently licensed to practice electrical engineering…” to “A 
professional engineer currently licensed to practice field evaluations…”. 
 
The Division will modify the draft with the following:  1) Delete “fixtures” and insert 
“luminaries” under section 011, Certification and Approval of Electrical Products and 
Materials; 2) Take provision “b” and exchange with provision “c” in subsection 02; and, 3) 
Add additional language limiting the application to only industrial equipment. 

 
MOTION:  Kreg Davis made a motion to modify the proposal; bringing it back as an action 
agenda at the July 2013 meeting.  Denis Duman seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
ACTION:  The Division will amend the labeling and listing proposal; bringing it to the July 
2013 meeting as an action item. 
 

♦ Scheduling Online Inspections 
The Division’s current TRAKiT system automatically defaults inspection requests to the next 
day.  Some inspections are needed more than one day out due to scheduling conflicts, thus 
creating an issue.  The Division’s IT department is working on a resolution.  The topic 
Scheduling Online Inspections will be addressed at the July 2013 meeting. 

 
ACTION:  The topic Scheduling Online Inspections will be addressed at the July 11, 2013 
meeting as an informational agenda item. 

 
♦ Code Collaborative Report 

The Code Collaborative has met several times and tentatively agrees on the following: 1) 
Keep the AFCI requirement amended as in the 2008 NEC; 2) GFCI protection of receptacles 
required six (6) feet from the outside edge of the tub or shower; and, 3) A 20 square foot 
minimum on outdoor porches for GFCI receptacles. 
 
The collaborative will continue to discuss: 1) GFCI additions in the 2014 code; 2) 
Dishwashers; 3) Extra garage outlets (depending on the number of vehicles); 4) Outlets 
within six (6) feet of the kitchen sink (not covered by the countertop); 5) Laundry areas; 6) 
Light poles in subdivisions; 7) Disconnect from pivot sprinkler systems; and, 8) 
Amendments to the 2008 NEC currently enforced. 
 
One amendment, insulate over knob and tube wire in existing structures, was received by the 
Division.  The collaborative will address this issue; bringing a recommendation to the Board. 
 

♦ Negotiated Rulemaking – Amendment and Adoption of the 2014 NEC 
 This topic coincides with the Code Collaborative Report. 
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As mentioned at the February 2013 meeting, Tim McClintock, NFPA, provided a summary 
of changes from the 2014 NEC and 2011 NEC to the collaborative committee. 

 
At the July meeting, the Board will review and vote on proposed legislation for possible 
submission to the 2014 legislature.  An online submittal form and draft proposals must be 
completed through the Division’s website two weeks prior to the July meeting for review. 
 
ACTION:  The topic Negotiated Rulemaking – Amendment and Adoption of the 2014 NEC 
will be addressed at the July 11, 2013 meeting as an action agenda item. 

 
♦ Program Manager Report 

Light Pole & Water Line – The city of McCall has asked DBS to approve a manufactured 
product, light pole with water lines running through it to water flowers/plants, for 
installation.  The product has not been approved by any testing agency.  It was suggested 
since the poles are not in an industrial area they either need to be listed or approved by the 
authority having jurisdiction, which is DBS.  A final decision will be made by the Division. 
 

♦ Operational Report 
Collaborative Group – The Division has been engaged in supporting the collaborative effort. 
 
Fire in Orofino – It appears the probable cause of death of five people in Orofino was due to 
an extension cord run from a detached garage to a 100-year-old house (porch) into an electric 
barbeque.  There was no GFI protection. 
 

♦ Administrator Report 
Financial Report – The Electrical Board Fund, FY 2013 financial statement as of March 31, 
2013, was reviewed.  A request was made to change the head count denominator from hours 
to people in the financial report. 
 
ACTION:  The Division will change the head count denominator to people rather than hours 
in the financial report. 
 
City of Meridian – An update on the electrical and mechanical inspections provided by DBS 
for the city of Meridian was addressed. 
 
Artwork – The Division will secure artist renderings of several of the major projects it is 
engaged in across the state for display at the Meridian office. 
 
Construction in Idaho – New steel plant, Ucon; new corporate headquarters, Melaleuca 
Wellness Company, Idaho Falls; new Loves Travel Center, Bonneville County; and 
expansion at Chobani yogurt plant, Twin Falls. 
 
JFAC – In 2007, the Division had 152 full-time employees (FTE).  As of July 1, 2013, its 
authorized strength will be 121.  For FY 2014, the Division’s appropriations have been 
reduced by $500,000 and manpower decreased by ten (10) FTE. 
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♦ Adjournment 

MOTION:  Kreg Davis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Al Frieze seconded.  All in 
favor, motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m. (MT). 

 
 
 
 ___________________________________ ___________________________________ 

BOB SCOTT, CHAIRMAN C. KELLY PEARCE, ADMINISTRATOR 
IDAHO ELECTRICAL BOARD DIVISION OF BUILDING SAFETY 

 
 
 

___________________________________ ___________________________________ 
DATE DATE 
05/29/2013rb 
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