
Item 4b, July 10 HVAC Board Meeting 
(revision of IMC Table 603.4) 

 
Although it’s no doubt desirable to allow 30 gauge fittings and pipe for residential ductwork, I believe it 
is really unnecessary to present this as an issue to the State Legislature. 
 
The issue can far more easily be resolved by the method suggested in the accompanying page from the 
2012 IMC Commentary that specifically addresses the matter. 
 
Basically, the suggestion offered is that code officials can approve duct metallic ducts that can be 
considered equivalent to flexible, nonmetallic ducts that meet UL Standard 181, since such flex ducts are 
code-approved for any residential installation.  
 
I believe all Board members and DBS personnel would readily acknowledge the even 30 gauge metallic 
ducts is equal to, if not superior, to flex duct in the matters of fire resistance, corrosion/erosion 
resistance, mold growth and humidity resistance along with structural integrity. 
 
As for the matter of whether or not local city or county jurisdictions will follow the same policy, many 
already do, and for any that insist on heavier gauge residential ducts, a State amendment to IMC Table 
603.4 would not be binding upon them anyway, since they are allowed to be stricter than the State 
Statute. 




