
 

IDAHO ELECTRICAL BOARD VIDEOCONFERENCE MEETING 
 

Tuesday – July 19, 2011 – 9:00 a.m. (MT) 
 

Division of Building Safety 
1090 East Watertower Street, Suite 150, Meridian, Idaho 

1250 Ironwood Drive, Suite 220, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
2055 Garrett Way, Building 2, Suite 7, Pocatello, Idaho  

  
NOTE: The following report is not intended to be a verbatim transcript of the discussions at the meeting, 

 but is intended to record the significant features of those discussions.  
 

Chairman Bob Scott called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. (MT).  
 
Board Members Present: DBS Staff Members Present: 
Bob Scott, Chairman  C. Kelly Pearce, Administrator 
Kreg Davis Steve Keys, Deputy Administrator, Operations 
Jeff Wheeler Patrick Grace, Deputy Attorney General 
Al Frieze Al Caine, Electrical Program Manager 
Allan Perman Kirk Weiskircher, Financial Specialist, Principal 
Mark LaBolle  Rod Freligh, Regional Manager, Region 1 
Denis Duman Chris Jensen, Regional Manager, Region 3 
 Renee Bryant, Administrative Assistant 2/Board Secretary 

 Board Members Absent: 
 Tim Phillips 
 Troy Mortensen 

 
Ron Whitney was introduced as the newly appointed Regional Manager, Region 2, for the 
Division of Building Safety. 

   
♦ Open Forum 

No items or concerns were brought forth.  
 

♦ Approval of the July 19, 2011 Agenda 
MOTION:  Denis Duman made a motion to approve the Agenda as presented.  Allan Perman 
seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

♦ Approval of the April 21, 2011 Board Meeting Minutes 
MOTION:  Jeff Wheeler made a motion to approve the Minutes as written.  Mark LaBolle 
seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

♦ Notice of Violation 
Live Wire Electric – NOV ELE1105-0076, 1105-0077, and 1105-0078 – There were no 
representatives for Live Wire Electric at the July 19th Electrical Board meeting.  Patrick Grace 
suggested, and Bob Scott agreed, should Live Wire Electric representatives contact DBS with a 
reasonable explanation why they were unable to attend the July Board meeting, Deputy 
Attorney General Grace will add the topic to the October Meeting Agenda as an action item.  If 
there is no reply, the Board will take default on the NOV penalty. 
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Live Wire Electric’s appeal is unique from other appeals.  The Board asked to discuss the 
situation as a ‘general’ topic.  To not compromise the Live Wire Electric appeal, the topic 
“Electrical Contractor License and Changes in Business Entities” will be placed as an 
informational item on the October Electrical Board Meeting Agenda.  
 
ACTION:  Deputy Attorney General Grace will either place the Live Wire Electric appeal 
hearing on the October Board Meeting Agenda as an action item OR create a Notice of Default 
for Chairman Scott’s signature and provide a signed copy to Live Wire Electric. 
 
ACTION:  The topic “Electrical Contractor License and Changes in Business Entities” will be 
placed on the October Agenda as an informational item. 
 

♦ Statute Change-Election of Vice Chairman 
The statute, as currently written, states if the chairman is ever absent, the Board, at that 
particular meeting, would elect a temporary chairman.  At the April meeting, the Board 
indicated it wanted to have a standing vice chairman on the Board.  A proposal was presented to 
statutorily authorize the Board to elect a vice chairman.   

 
MOTION:  Kreg Davis made a motion to approve the proposal.  Denis Duman seconded.  All in 
favor, motion carried. 

 
♦ Journeyman Failure Waiting Period 

At one time, the journeyman exam was administered on a monthly or bi-monthly basis 
statewide.  A rule was created where an applicant receiving less than a passing score on the first 
or second exam would have to wait 30 days before becoming eligible to retake the exam.  With 
the exams available five days a week in most locations, the 30-day waiting period is now 
obsolete.  

  
MOTION:  Denis Duman made a motion to adopt the proposed rule change as presented.  Allan 
Perman seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
♦ Apprentice Registration 

In 2010, the Electrical Board discussed amending the electrical rules to prevent apprentices 
from renewing their registration more than once.  Those discussions lead to the Board 
determining it needed to amend the statutory foundation, which authorizes the Board to make 
the statutory change first and then proceed with the rule change the following year.  The 
amendment to the statute was adopted by the 2011 legislature.  Al Caine reiterated the two 
proposals before the Board; one for apprentice electricians and one for specialty electrical 
trainees.  

 
MOTION:  Mark LaBolle made a motion to approve the changes as presented for the 
Apprentice Electricians and Specialty Electrical Trainees.  Denis Duman seconded.  All in 
favor, motion carried. 
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♦ Adoption of the 2011 NEC 
As addressed at previous board meetings, the goal of the Board is to get the 2011 NEC approved 
by the 2012 legislature.  The only controversial issue in the 2011 NEC is the Arc Fault Circuit 
Interrupter (AFCI), which was expanded in the 2008 code and has now been incorporated in the 
2011 code.  Two draft proposals were included in the Board packet for the Board’s review and 
consideration.  Draft one keeps the AFCI requirement “as is” (bedrooms only).  Draft two 
adopts the full requirements for AFCIs found in the 2011 NEC.  

 
Ed Larsen with Square D-Schneider Electric made a PowerPoint presentation on AFCIs.  A 
lengthy discussion ensued to the safety, statistics, cost, installation, etc., of AFCIs.  The 
National Fire Protection Association codes and standards development process was also 
addressed.   
 
Sections of NEMA’s 2008 presentation are used as part of Al Caine’s code classes.  Statistics 
and charts were created from early documentation in the investigation of 278 fires in regard to 
AFCI protected circuits.  Mr. Caine offered to share, via e-mail, NEMA’s documentation with 
the Board. 
 
ACTION:  Al Caine will e-mail to the Board NEMA’s documentation as it pertains to statistics 
and AFCI protected circuits. 
 
MOTION:  Kreg Davis made a motion to accept the proposed draft two, which deletes the 
current exception with regard to AFCIs.  Al Frieze seconded.  Six ayes, one nay; motion carried. 
 

♦ Solar Photovoltaic Specialty License 
As addressed at previous Board meetings, there has been dramatic growth and interest in solar 
photovoltaic systems in Idaho; however, the resource of educated individuals qualified to 
provide the services is limited.   
 
A draft proposal to create a Solar Photovoltaic specialty license was included in the Board 
packet for the Board’s review and consideration.  As with all specialties, journeyman 
electricians are allowed to do any and all of the specialty work.   

 
An extensive discussion ensued with the industry voicing pros and cons to the possible creation 
of a Solar Photovoltaic specialty license.  

 
MOTION:  Al Frieze made a motion to adopt the draft rule; creating a specialty license for 
Solar Photovoltaic installers.  Denis Duman seconded.  All in favor, motion carried.   

 
♦ Fee for Continuing Education Providers 

Each year, the Division receives and reviews hundreds of continuing education course and 
instructor applications throughout the United States.  To cover the cost of the lengthy approval 
process, a proposed rule change was provided to the Board to establish a modest fee.   

 
MOTION:  Denis Duman made a motion to accept the rule proposal as written.  Mark LaBolle 
seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
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♦ Curriculum Committee Update 
Irene Vogel, Professional-Technical Education (PTE), stated the Apprenticeship Curriculum 
Review project was given to the College of Western Idaho (CWI) to manage.  The curriculum 
has been modified from the 2006 version and is at the committee level for feedback.   
 

♦ SAC Update 
Unable to attend the July Board meeting, Aaron White with IBEW requested the topic “SAC 
Update” be placed on the October Board Meeting Agenda as an informational item. 
 

♦ Departure from DBS -- Al Caine  
 Kelly Pearce expressed pleasure in working with Al Caine over the last several years. 

 
♦ Electrical Program Manager Report 

Compliance – In 2010, the Electrical program issued approximately 300 Notices of Violation 
and received over $22,000 in civil penalty fees.    
 

♦ Operational Report 
Electrical Program Manager – With Al Caine’s impending departure from DBS, Steve Keys 
acknowledged and praised him and his contributions to the Agency.  Until the position is filled, 
Mr. Keys will take on the responsibilities of the Electrical Program Manager. 
 
Operational Structure – DBS is moving from a centralized to regional structure.  With the 
continuation of staff reduction, the Division will be required to restrict inspections to certain 
areas on given days, especially the outlying areas.  Management will work with the regional 
managers to define those days. 
 

♦ Administrator Report 
Financial Report – In April and May 2011, there was an actual increase in Electrical income 
from previous years. 
 
Chairmen Meeting – In June, a meeting was held with the chairmen of each board housed under 
the DBS to explain the Agency’s statewide layoff process and vision. 
 
Statewide Layoff Policy – The Division’s layoff policy has changed from geographical regions 
to statewide.  The new policy offers the Division the ability to identify the areas of need for 
inspectors to fulfill the inspection responsibilities across the state of Idaho.   
 
Inspections by Zip Code – With the use of electronic systems, staff can now search inspections 
by zip code; calculating the areas of need for inspectors.  
 
Assigned Work Stations – In the past, inspectors have worked from their residences.  DBS has 
contracted with IDOL to rent work stations from 12 of their facilities throughout Idaho. The 
Division’s three locations will provide accommodations to inspectors as well.  The majority of 
inspectors will commute, by personal transportation, to their assigned facilities.  Work hours 
will be 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.  During non-
business hours, state vehicles will be parked at the designated facilities. 
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Chinese Government and U.S. Projects – The Chinese government has stock in the following 
Idaho-based projects:  Hoku, solar cell plant in Pocatello; Southeast Idaho Energy Corp., 
phosphate plant outside American Falls; electric bus manufacturer plant, Treasure Valley area; 
and industrial park, south of Boise airport. 
 
To report back to the Governor, Kelly Pearce asked the board members for their thoughts to 
potential Chinese investments in the United States.  The majority of members had no negative 
opinions on the issue. 
 

♦ New/Old Business 
There was no new/old business to discuss. 
 

♦ Executive Session 
An Executive Session was not required. 
 
MOTION:  Mark LaBolle made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Kreg Davis seconded.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m. (MT).

 
 
 
 
 ___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

BOB SCOTT, CHAIRMAN  C. KELLY PEARCE, ADMINISTRATOR 
IDAHO ELECTRICAL BOARD  DIVISION OF BUILDING SAFETY 

 
 
 
 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
DATE  DATE 
 
09/15/11rb 
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