
IDAHO ELECTRICAL BOARD 
VIDEOCONFERENCE MEETING 

 
Thursday – April 19, 2012 – 9:00 a.m. (MT) 

 
Division of Building Safety 

1090 East Watertower Street, Suite 150, Meridian, Idaho 
1250 Ironwood Drive, Suite 220, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 

2055 Garrett Way, Building 1, Suite 4, Pocatello, Idaho  
 

NOTE:  The following report is not intended to be a verbatim transcript of the discussions at the meeting, 
but is intended to record the significant features of those discussions.  

 
Chairman Bob Scott called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. (MT). 
 
Board Members Present: DBS Staff Members Present: 
Bob Scott, Chairman C. Kelly Pearce, Administrator 
Jeff Wheeler Steve Keys, Deputy Administrator, Operations 
Tim Phillips Janice Foster, Deputy Administrator, Administration 
Kreg Davis Patrick Grace, Deputy Attorney General 
Al Frieze Rob Foster, Electrical Program Manager 
Allan Perman Rod Freligh, Regional Manager, Region 1 
Mark LaBolle Adam Bowcutt, Regional Supervisor, Region 3 
Denis Duman Dave Decker, Financial Specialist 
Dale Pippitt Renee Bryant, Administrative Assistant 2/Board Secretary 
 

 Open Forum 
DBS Website – Tom Brown, B & B Electric, asked if the Division’s website was current; 
specifically the 2011 statute and rules as they pertain to negotiated rules. 
 
For this meeting, negotiated rulemaking refers to the amendment and adoption of the 2011 
National Electrical Code (NEC), and is not designed to encompass any and all potential 
rulemakings that may be brought forward. 
 
Licenses and Residential Permit Fees – For the record, Chairman Scott read letters from the 
following individuals:  William Moxley, Idaho master electrician license and reciprocity with 
Oregon; Rick Hansen, license renewal clemency; and Wayne Van Orden, disgruntled with 
residential permit fees. 
 

 Approval of the April 19, 2012 Agenda 
Steve Keys requested item four “Administrative Appeals Hearing -- Line Side Electrical, Inc.” 
be moved in front of item three “Negotiated Rulemaking -- Amendment and Adoption of the 
2011 NEC”. 
 
MOTION:  Denis Duman made a motion to approve the agenda with the change.  Allan Perman 
seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
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 Approval of the January 26, 2012 Board Meeting Minutes 
MOTION:  Jeff Wheeler made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Tim Phillips 
seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

 Administrative Appeal Hearing  
Line Side Electrical, Inc.--NOV ELE1201-0014 – Jason Williams represented Line Side 
Electrical, Inc., Electrical Program Manager Rob Foster represented the Division of Building 
Safety (DBS), and Deputy Attorney General Patrick Grace was the facilitator.  Steve Keys, DBS 
Deputy Administrator-Operations, and Lamont Gibson DBS Electrical Inspector were 
witnesses.  All parties provided testimony and argument on NOV ELE1201-0014, violation of 
IDAPA 07.01.11.011.07 “Fees and Permits”.  The Board upheld the $100.00 penalty fee and 
Mr. Williams was advised of his right to appeal the decision. 
 
MOTION:  Tim Phillips made a motion to uphold the Notice of Violation and Civil Penalty as 
written.  Mark LaBolle seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 

 
ACTION:  Patrick Grace will create a Final Written Order for Chairman Scott’s signature and 
provide a signed copy to Mr. Williams. 
 

 Negotiated Rulemaking--Amendment and Adoption of the 2011 NEC 
Senate bill 1366 passed the 2012 legislature and became effective April 5, 2012.  The bill 
amends existing law to provide statutory procedures for negotiated rulemaking and to provide 
for notices of rulemaking to be placed on an agency's website.  Patrick Grace provided a brief 
explanation of the negotiated rulemaking process. 
 
For the July 2012 Board meeting, Patrick Grace offered to put today’s proposals in the form of 
rule text. 

 
ACTION:  Patrick Grace will compose the recommendations/proposals presented at today’s 
meeting into rule text for the Board to take action on at the July 2012 meeting. 
 
Extent of AFCI Exemption--210.12 Arc-Fault Circuit-Interrupter Protection – Arc-fault 
receptacle devices are not available at the time.  Rob Foster recommended the following 
modification be made to section 210.12(b) of the 2011 NEC:  

 
(B) Branch Circuit Extensions or Modifications--Dwelling Units.  
In any of the areas specified in 210.12(A), where branch-circuit wiring is modified, 
replaced, or extended, the branch circuit shall be protected by one of the following:  
(1)  A listed combination-type AFCI located at the origin of the branch circuit 
(2)  A listed outlet branch-circuit type AFCI located at the first receptacle outlet of the 
existing branch circuit 

 
A lengthy discussion ensued.  Nine came forward and voiced their opinions on arc-faults.  Four 
were against and five were in favor.  Of the five in favor, three wanted arc-faults in bedrooms 
only. 
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In 2008, the National Association of Home Builders created a report based on a study of the 
Treasure Valley market.  Steve Martinez with Tradewinds Building Company stated, “For every 
$500.00 that you raise the price of a home, you eliminate 1,000 people out of your market.”  Mr. 
Martinez was asked to share the report with the Board.  

 
ACTION:  Steve Martinez will provide the National Association of Home Builders’ 2008 report 
on the Treasure Valley market to the Board. 

 
Low Voltage/Communication Exemption – There is a statutory requirement that low voltage 
installations be regulated; however, there is no rule to stipulate the requirements.   
 
At the 2012 legislative session, house bill 520 was brought forward by Representative Smith on 
behalf of Brian Stutzman and industry-related individuals.  The bill would amend the existing 
law to provide exemption to the law regulating electrical contractors for the installation, 
maintenance and wiring for landscape sprinkler controls or communications circuits, wires and 
apparatus that include telephone systems, telegraph facilities, sound systems, radio and 
television systems, public address and intercom systems, data communications systems, antenna 
systems, fiber optics and similar systems.  With a few changes, the bill passed the House 
unanimously; however, was held in the Senate.   
 
The parties sponsoring the bill were encouraged to bring the issue back to the Electrical Board 
to see if it could get resolved at the Board level.   
 
Kreg Davis recommended Brian Stutzman work with the Board to come up with a specific 
proposal for the July Electrical Board meeting.    

  
ACTION:  The Division will invite Brian Stutzman to speak at the July 2012 Board meeting 
with regard to low voltage/communication exemption. 

 
Industrial Equipment Listing – Albert Youngwerth, President of Rekluse Motor Sports, 
manufactures motorcycle clutches.  Due to growth, the business relocated to a larger facility.  
The city of Boise has required the industrial equipment be reinspected or listed.  Concerned with 
the requirements, Mr. Youngwerth brought forth proposed rule changes and requested the Board 
modify IDAPA 07.01.10.011 “Certification and Approval of Electrical Products and Materials” 
to exempt industrial equipment from listing requirements.   
 
Steve Keys suggested the Board consider negotiating a rule; building upon the current rule 
outside the code adoption process, and begin the process separate from the code adoption.  It 
was also suggested the Board consider the formation of a subcommittee or other methodology to 
work with this issue.   
 
It was Chairman Scott’s recommendation that Mr. Youngwerth work with the Division on what 
he would like to see in rule with regard to the type of industrial equipment to be listed. 
 
ACTION:  Al Youngwerth will work with the DBS on proposed rule changes with regard to the 
listing of industrial equipment. 
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IDAPA 07.01.06 -- Rules Governing the Use of NEC – The 2008 NEC did not properly address 
pool modifications with regard to bonding.  Therefore, IDAPA 07.01.06.011.01(f) “Compliance 
with Article 680.26 Bonding” was created and became effective April 2, 2008. 
 
The 2011 NEC covers bonding installation.  Should the Board authorize the DBS to move 
forward with legislation to adopt the 2011 code, Rob Foster requested a proposal to remove 
IDAPA 07.01.06.011.01(f) be submitted to the legislature at the same time. 

 
IDAPA 07.01.04.09 -- Photovoltaic Electrical Installer – A new rule establishing an electrical 
specialty license category for the installation, maintenance, and repair of photovoltaic electrical 
DC systems and micro-inverter/AC systems was approved by the 2012 legislature and becomes 
effective July 1, 2012.    

 
 Electrical Journeyman Exam -- First Attempt Pass Rates 

A survey on schooling will be attached to exams rather than applications and must be filled out 
in full to complete the exam.  Testing will be available at the Division’s three offices.  The 
Board has the option for the First Attempt Pass Rates report to be run on a monthly or quarterly 
basis.  It is anticipated the electrical testing program will be online by January 2013. 

 
Pocatello Office – The Division’s Pocatello office has moved.  It is in the same complex; 
however, is larger, more convenient, and has a testing area.  The new address is: 2055 Garrett 
Way, Building 1, Suite 4, Pocatello, ID 83201.      

 
 Program Manager Report 

Electrical Inspector Meetings – The Division holds quarterly meetings with state and local 
inspectors; promoting uniformity with regard to the interpretation and enforcement of the codes. 
 

 Legislation and Rules 
The 2012 legislature passed the following electrical statute and rules:  Institute a standing vice-
chairman on the Board; allow an initial renewal of an apprentice registration; allow an initial 
renewal of a specialty electrical trainee registration; establish an electrical specialty photovoltaic 
license; and eliminate a 30-day waiting period after a first or second failed journeyman exam 
attempt. 
 
The following electrical rules were rejected at the 2012 legislative session:  Adoption of the 
2011 NEC; and fee designed to cover the costs DBS incurs in reviewing the qualifications of 
instructors and content of courses.   
 

 Operational Report 
Revenue – Electrical permits were up 11% the first quarter of 2012.  The Division continues to 
provide electrical plan review and inspections for the city of Meridian. 
 

 Administrator Report 
Financial Report – Dave Decker reviewed the Electrical Board Fund FY 2012 financial 
statements as of March 31, 2012. 
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First In/First Out – The Division has seen a slight increase in HVAC revenue and is hopeful the 
plumbing industry has bottomed out of the current recession.  Comparing FY 2006 through FY 
2011, the percentage of declined revenue is:  Electrical, 42%; HVAC, 45%; and plumbing, 69%.  
 
Revenue Sources – The city of Meridian; city of Ketchum; windmills; and Shoshone/Bannock, 
Coeur d’Alene, and Nez Perce Tribes are added revenue sources for DBS.   

 
Public Works Projects – With state revenues beginning to improve and lottery value continuing 
to grow in Idaho, it is anticipated more monies will go toward public works projects. 
 
Purchases – Eleven Ford Escapes have been purchased and will be delivered in July 2012.  New 
computers will be acquired over the next four years.   
 

 New/Old Business 
There was no new/old business to discuss. 
 

 Executive Session 
An executive session was not required. 
 
MOTION:  Kreg Davis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Denis Duman seconded.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m. (MT). 

 
 
 
 
 ___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

BOB SCOTT, CHAIRMAN  C. KELLY PEARCE, ADMINISTRATOR 
IDAHO ELECTRICAL BOARD  DIVISION OF BUILDING SAFETY 

 
 
 
 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
DATE  DATE 
 
07/12/2012 


