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IDAHO ELECTRICAL BOARD 
VIDEOCONFERENCE MEETING 

 
Thursday – January 26, 2012 – 9:00 a.m. (MT) 

 
Division of Building Safety 

1090 East Watertower Street, Suite 150, Meridian, Idaho 
1250 Ironwood Drive, Suite 220, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 

2055 Garrett Way, Building 2, Suite 7, Pocatello, Idaho  
 

NOTE:  The following report is not intended to be a verbatim transcript of the discussions at the meeting, 
but is intended to record the significant features of those discussions.  

 
Chairman Bob Scott called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. (MT). 
 
Board Members Present: DBS Staff Members Present: 
Bob Scott, Chairman C. Kelly Pearce, Administrator 
Jeff Wheeler Steve Keys, Deputy Administrator, Operations 
Tim Phillips Janice Foster, Deputy Administrator, Administration 
Kreg Davis Patrick Grace, Deputy Attorney General 
Al Frieze Rob Foster, Electrical Program Manager 
Allan Perman Rod Freligh, Regional Manager, Region 1 
Mark LaBolle Chris Jensen, Regional Manager, Region 3 
Denis Duman Dave Decker, Financial Specialist 
Dale Pippitt Caria Nakano Jensen, Program Specialist 
 Renee Bryant, Administrative Assistant 2/Board Secretary 
 

♦ Open Forum 
Troy Mortensen – Service Recognition – Troy Mortensen was recognized for his many years of 
service on the Idaho Electrical Board with a commemorative plaque.   
 

♦ Approval of the January 26, 2012 Agenda 
The topic “Idaho Power – Changes to Service” was added to the agenda as informational item 
4a by Chairman Scott. 
 
MOTION:  Denis Duman made a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  Jeff Wheeler 
seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

♦ Approval of the October 18, 2011 Board Meeting Minutes 
MOTION:  Tim Phillips made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Mark LaBolle 
seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

♦ Electrical Journeyman and Master Exams 
Caria Nakano Jensen briefly explained the development of the Division’s new licensing exams.  
It will be several months before the electrical journeyman and master exams will be created; 
however, Kelly Pearce committed to their completion by the end of 2012.   
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The in-house process on the plumbing and public works licenses, new contractors manual, and 
manufactured housing statute and rules has been completed.  The estimated implementation date 
of the PWCL and plumbing exams is April 1, 2012. 
 

♦ Schooling Update 
Schooling Update – Irene Vogel, PTE, had no updates to report on the current school year.   
 
Electrical Journeyman Exam – First Attempt Pass Rates – At the October 2011 meeting, a 
request was made for PTE to provide, and have posted on the Division’s Web site, the first 
attempt pass rates of the electrical journeyman exam.  The tests are provided through DBS; thus, 
PTE does not receive the requested data.  
 
As part of the new licensing process, Kelly Pearce offered to include schooling information, i.e., 
school/dates attended, date completed/passed 4th year, etc.  A sample of the requested 
information will be provided to the Board and institutions at the April 2012 meeting. 
 
ACTION:  At the April 2012 Board meeting, the Division will provide an example of the format 
on the schooling information to be incorporated into the new electrical license procedure. 

 
♦ Idaho Power – Changes to Service 

Reduced Charge Option – The Reduced Charge Option allows the customer to install the 
conduit for the service cable.  When the installation is complete, inspected, and all requirements 
have been met, Idaho Power will then install the cable and meter at a reduced price.   
 
Due to settlement of the soil underneath the conduit, Idaho Power has had issues with the 
separation of conduits from the bottom of the meter base or the detachment of the meter base 
from the wall.  One solution is to require the installation of a support bracket or slip coupling on 
all residential services.  This is only a suggestion and Idaho Power is open to comments.   
 
Temporary Services – In the past, when setting a temporary meter pole next to a pad-mounted 
transformer or handhole, the electrician had been allowed to place the service cable into the 
transformer or handhole until Idaho Power came out and made the connection.  The new 
requirement is for the cable to be coiled up and laid in the trench only. 
 
CT Meter Cans – The new minimum size requirements for CT meter cans are as follows:  Up to 
400 amps = 36” x 36” x 11”, up to 800 amps = 48” x 48” x 11”, up to 1200 amps = 36” x 48” x 
14”, and over 1200 amps = contact Idaho Power. 

 
ACTION:  Tim Phillips will provide, and DBS will post to its Web site and Facebook page, 
supporting documentation to Idaho Power’s current and proposed service changes. 
 

♦ Property Owner Exemption 
On February 25th, Rob Foster held a meeting with electrical inspectors throughout the state.  
The consensus of the property owner exemption, with regard to manufactured/mobile homes, is 
1) A property owner can work inside the manufactured/mobile home if they own and live in the 
home but do not own the land, 2) A property owner can provide services to the home and out 
buildings if they own the property and live in the home, or 3) Park owners may not perform 
work on the lots. 
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♦ Legislation and Rules 

HB 408 – Institutes a standing vice-chairman on the Electrical Board.  The bill has been printed; 
however, there has been no hearing.    

 
HB 407 – Pertains to reorganizational activities within the Division, particularly the placement 
of regional managers in lieu of bureau chiefs.  The bill has been printed and awaits a hearing. 
 
07-0103-1101 – Allows an initial renewal of an apprentice renewal registration.  The rule has 
been approved by the Senate Commerce Committee and House Business Subcommittee.  
 
07-0104-1101 – Allows an initial renewal of a specialty electrical trainee registration.  The rule 
has been approved by the Senate Commerce Committee and House Business Subcommittee.  
 
07-0104-1102 – Establishes an electrical specialty photovoltaic license.  The rule has been 
approved by the Senate Commerce Committee and House Business Subcommittee. 
 
07-0105-1101 – Eliminates the 30-day waiting period after a first or second failed journeyman 
exam attempt.  The rule has been approved by the Senate Commerce Committee and House 
Business Subcommittee. 
 
07-0106-1101 – Adopts the 2011 National Electrical Code (NEC).  The rule was rejected by the 
House Business Subcommittee. 
 
07-0107-1101 – Proposes a fee designed to cover the costs DBS incurs in reviewing the 
qualifications of instructors and content of courses.  The rule was approved by the Senate 
Commerce Committee; however, rejected by the House Business Subcommittee. 

 
♦ Program Manager Report 

Code Panel Meetings – January 9-21, 2012, Rob Foster attended the National Fire Protection 
Association Technical Committee meetings in Hilton Head Island, South Carolina.  Topics 
discussed were the solar and wind industry and additional arc faults to the system in the next 
code cycle. 
 
Electrical Inspector Meetings – Prior to each Electrical Board meeting, Rob Foster will host a 
meeting with state and local inspectors.  The objective of the meetings is for inspectors to come 
together and enforce the code consistently throughout the state of Idaho. 
 

♦ Operational Report 
Revenue – Revenue is up from FY 2011.  Electrical inspections for the city of Meridian, 
Shoshone-Bannock, Nez Perce, and Coeur d’Alene Tribes, and wind farms have had a positive 
impact on the electrical program. 
 
2011 NEC Code – The rule to adopt the 2011 NEC was rejected at the 2012 legislative session.  
Administered through the Idaho Building Code Board, the Division has in place a code adoption 
and amendment strategy that governs building codes.  Steve Keys explained the process and 
suggested the Board consider the practice of negotiated rulemaking for electrical codes. 
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The Board was also asked to consider 1) Formation of subcommittees, working groups, etc., to 
work on adoption of the code, 2) Formalize the process to approve labeling and field testing 
companies, and 3) Work to increase fees to support licensing functions within the electrical 
program. 
 
Prior to the April 2012 Board meeting, Steve Keys will provide the Board with background 
information and requirements on the negotiated rulemaking process.  Chairman Scott suggested 
the information be included in the board packet as well. 
 
ACTION:  Documentation on the negotiated rulemaking procedure will be supplied to the 
Board and included in the April board packet. 
 
ACTION:  The topic “Negotiated Rulemaking Process” will be placed on the April 19, 2012 
Board meeting agenda as an informational item. 
 

♦ Administrator Report 
Financial Report – Dave Decker reviewed the Electrical Board fund FY 2012 financial 
statements as of December 31, 2011. 
 
Wind Farms – Wind farms have become a source of revenue for DBS.  A major company has 
announced 23 additional wind farms will be erected across the state of Idaho within the next 
couple of years.    
 
City of Meridian Contract – The contract between the city of Meridian and DBS, to provide 
electrical inspections for the city of Meridian, will generate enough revenue to retain one 
inspector and add additional revenue to the electrical fund.   
 
Tribe Contracts – DBS has contracts with the Coeur d’Alene, Nez Perce, and Shoshone-
Bannock Tribes to provide plan review and building, electrical, HVAC, and plumbing 
inspections.  The following projects are under construction:  Coeur d’Alene – medical facility, 
transportation facility, and truck stop; Nez Perce – 14,000 square foot expansion to casino; and 
Shoshone/Bannock – casino/hotel complex with recreational facility to include aquatic center, 
RV park, and 9-hole golf course. 

 
Personnel – In 2007, the Division was authorized 152 full-time positions.  As of today, there are 
101 employees working for DBS. 
 
Budget – Included in the budget is a reduction of ten additional authorized full-time personnel 
(FTP).  If approved by the legislature, the Division’s authorized strength will be reduced to 131. 
 
Areva – Areva representatives expressed to DBS they do not intend to reduce the size or 
abandon the Eagle Rock uranium enrichment facility near Idaho Falls; however, anticipate it 
will be at least one year before construction begins. 
 
Southeast Idaho Energy Corporation – This project has been placed on hold for at least one year. 

 
Magic Valley Area – There is the possibility of an expansion to a cheese processing plant in the 
spring of 2012, and the construction of the Chobani Yogurt plant is moving forward.   
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Public Works Projects – Permits and Building Inspections – Statutorily, DBS is responsible for 
the issuance of permits and building inspections on state public works projects in Idaho.  DBS 
has hired one inspector from the Division of Public Works to assist them in that area of 
responsibility.   
 
City of Ketchum – A DBS building inspector coordinates all activities in the Ketchum area with 
regard to electrical, plumbing and HVAC inspections. 
 
Deputy Attorney General – Office Relocation – Deputy Attorney General Patrick Grace has 
relocated his daily office to the staff offices in the Contracts and Administrative Law Division 
of the Office of the Attorney General.  DAG Grace will continue to provide services to DBS, as 
well as for the Division of Public Works and Division of Veterans Services. 
 

♦ New/Old Business 
There was no new/old business to discuss. 
 

♦ Executive Session 
An executive session was not required. 
 
MOTION:  Kreg Davis made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Tim Phillips seconded.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 11:25 a.m. (MT). 

 
 
 
 
 ___________________________________  ___________________________________ 

BOB SCOTT, CHAIRMAN  C. KELLY PEARCE, ADMINISTRATOR 
IDAHO ELECTRICAL BOARD  DIVISION OF BUILDING SAFETY 

 
 
 
 

___________________________________  ___________________________________ 
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03/13/2012 


